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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence) 
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), Deacon Rev Louis Azzopardi  

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER   
22 & 23 February 2020 
 

Acolyt e  5:30pm Philip 
   8:00am   Andre    
   10:00am      Ricardo 
 

Readers:        5:30pm J Sullivan  
    J Murphy 
 
      8:00am        N Dudley 
    P Tan 
 
   10:00am     R Rita   
        T Lasala  
        

Music:  5:30pm   Beauti & Choir    
   8:00am  Sri & Choir      
   10:00am Beauti & Choir 
   
Flowers:  No Flowers during Lent 
Counters:  Cris Corpus, P Tan, Jose 

Parish Office 
Maria  - Mondays  
Cecilia –Wed-Friday 
9.30am - 2:30pm 
 

Parish & Hall enquiries 
9558 3257   
 

Mass Times  
Sat:  5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sun: 8am & 10am                
Mon to Fri: 9:00am 
Sat: 9:30am 
 

Family Mass with 
Children’s Liturgy 
3rd Sunday of the 
Month 10am Mass 
 
Family Rosary & Morning 
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the 
Month after 10am Mass in 
the Church Hall 
 

Filipino Mass 
1st Sun 11:30am 
 

Il Gruppo di Rosario 
Italiano Il gruppo di 
preghiera Italiano, si 
raduna ogni giovedi alle 
ore 10 nella salla 
parrocchiale. 
  

Sacraments 
Confession 
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm 
or any time by 
appointment 
 

Baptism 
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Sunday 11.15am  
 

Marriage 
At least 6 months notice 
required 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Any time on call 
 

Devotions 
Holy Hour & Rosary  
Sunday - Friday  
before morning mass 
 

Rosary & Benediction 
Sat  8:30-9:30am 
 

Elsa George Rosary 
Group Second Saturday 
of the month at 2.30pm 
9716 6676 All welcome 
 

Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help  
Wednesday 7pm 

With St Paul of the 
Cross  we pray … 

 

For the sick 
Lourdes Tee 

Fr Jim Duggan 
Paul Weber 

Kevin Russell 
Pat Allport 

Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat 
Martin Welfare 

Frank Katra 
Francheska Bechara 

 

Recently Deceased 
Inez de Hessel 
Dorothea Belzer 

 
Death Anniversary 

Anastacio De Oliveira 
Emanuel Spiteri 
Andres Paraiso 

Armando Salvagno 
Bruno & Rosa Lamni  
Pasquale & Giusseppe 

 
For the Souls 

Umberto, Angela & Antonio 
Chiarella 

All forgotten Souls and Holy 
Souls in Purgatory 

 
Special Intentions 
Rathmanner Family 

Ian Pinto 
Rian Galliott 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
Ph: 9558 5308    
Fax: 9558 4909 
Principal:  
 Ms Frances Stewart  
REC: Ms Jo-Anne Ross 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  / A                                                                                                                                16 February 2020 

 
 
 

       “to behave faithfully is within your power” (Sir 15:15) 
 

    The book of Sirach, the source of our First Reading this Sunday, is one of the most quoted 
Wisdom books in our liturgy, after the Psalms. It is also called The Book of Ecclesiasticus (the 
Book of the Church) because of the way it has been used to present moral teachings on a wide 
range of subjects including friendship, family life, poverty and wealth, education, the law and 
religious worship. You won’t find this book in Protestant Bibles because of a decision made 
during the Reformation to not accept books that were not originally written in Hebrew as 
inspired Old Testament books. The Catholic and Orthodox churches however have always 
recognised it as divinely inspired. 
 
    The Wisdom books (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes (Qoholeth), the Song of Songs, the 
Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach) make up a large portion of the Old Testament. Scholars have 
compared them to ancient Greek philosophy in the range of basic life issues they discussed and 
the depth of their insights. They are part of a much wider Wisdom tradition that Israel shared 
with its neighbours, especially ancient Egypt. This tradition wrestled with such basic human 
issues and problems as the meaning of suffering, our relationship with God, sexual love, how to 
make the right decisions, bringing up children and how to conduct oneself in everyday life. The 
writers discussed these issues however not in an abstract way but through the ordinary 
experiences of life with examples taken from the natural world as well as their own religious and 
cultural traditions. 
 
    The Book of Sirach is the longest of these Wisdom books and is made up of a mixture of 
proverbs, poems and reflections written around 200BC by Jesus ben Sirach, a Jewish scribe. His 
writings reflect a struggle between the traditions of Israel and the challenges of Greek culture 
with its praise of individualism. He therefore praises God as the source of all insight and wisdom 
in the opening lines of his Book ñAll wisdom comes from the Lord; she is with him foreverò (Sir 
1:1) and concludes his book by urging everyone to make the effort to acquire this true wisdom 
that comes from God ñIf he practises them he will be strong enough for anything, since the light 
of the Lord is his pathò. (Sir 50:29) 
 
    The wisdom that he praises isn’t some kind of abstract insight or understanding but the lived 
experience of God in the history and worship of Israel. A large portion of the book is therefore 
taken up with a series of eulogies of the great figures of Israel’s past whose lives were signs of 
God’s faithfulness and love for his people. He praises God for the unique gift of wisdom he has 
given to Israel in words that also include us since we share through Christ in the revelation of 
God given to Israel. 
 
From eternity, in the beginning, he created me, and for eternity I shall remain. 
In the holy tent I ministered before him and thus became established in Zion  (Sir 24 10:11) 
 
Deacon Louis 

Choir Practice on Monday at 7pm in the Church 
every fortnight.  Next choir practice will be on the   
24 February 2020. 

FEAST/SAINT of the WEEK                                
(17 - 23 Feb 2020) 

 
Mon  17/2 The Seven Holy Founders of the 
           Servite Order 
Fri 21/2 St Peter Damian, bishop, doctor 
Sat 22/2 The Chair of St Peter, apostle 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have 
been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you 
can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 
or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may 
also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to 
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Visit Of The Relics Of St Therese Of Lisieux and 
Her Parents 
The National Pilgrimage of the Relics of Saints Therese, 
and her parents, Louis and Zelie, is visiting the 
Archdiocese of Sydney in February and March.  The full 
itinerary is on the parish noticeboard. 

Bushfire Appeal 
Special collections at Masses across the country on 
the Australia Day weekend have raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to support people and 
communities affected by the devastating bushfires.  
Catholic Emergency Relief Australia (CERA) is a 
new collaboration of national Catholic organisations 
that will help coordinate the Church’s ongoing 
response to the bushfire crisis and future domestic 
natural disasters. Find out more at 

www.cera.catholic.org.au 

Thinking About Priesthood? óCome And Seeô Seminary Open Day 2020  
A Seminary Open Day will be held on Sunday 23 February 2020 at the Good Shepherd Seminary, 52-58 Ab-
botsford Road, Homebush starting with Morning Prayer at 9am and a public Mass at 10:00 AM. The day will 
include prayer, conversations with seminarians and priests, talks with information about the studies required 
of men training for the priesthood and a guided tour around the Seminary. Brunch will be provided.   
For registration or more information visit us at vocationcentre.org.au or contact us at the Vocation Centre on 
02 9307 8424 or email vocations@sydneycatholic.org. Online Registration Form: https://forms.gle/
jnLAJibjizNRpvPR7 Please RSVP by Wednesday 19 February 2020. 

Ash Wednesday  -  26th February 2020  
Stations of the Cross Fridays through Lent 
at 7pm. 

Trying for a baby?  Having trouble 
conceiving?  
There is a real alternative to IVF – Billings LIFE 
Ring for a friendly chat on 1800 335 860 or 03 9802 
2022   Website: www.billings.life 
If you have been trying to have a baby without 
success, our tutors can provide essential information, 
which will give you the best chance to achieve your 
pregnancy naturally. 

The Chair of St Peter           Feast 
The Feast of the Chair of St Peter 
celebrates the papacy and St Peter as 
the first bishop of Rome.   
The Chair of St Peter symbolises the 
special mission of St Peter and his 
successors, the popes, to shepherd 
Christ’s flock, keeping the Church 
united in faith and charity. 

St Peter Damian                 21 Feb 
Born at Ravenna, Italy,  Peter joined 
the Benedictines and became a 
model monk and eventually abbot.  
He was called to be cardinal-bishop 
of Ostia and served several popes on 
various delicate international 
missions.  Due to his prolific and 
profound theological writings he was 
named a Doctor of the Church. 

The Seven Holy Founders  
of the Servite Order          17 Feb  
On the Feast of the Assumption, 
the Blessed Mother appeared to 
seven members of a Florentine 
Confraternity gathered in prayer.  
Seven years later, these noblemen 
of Florence decided to withdraw to 
a solitary place for prayer and 
service to God.  They adopted the 
rule of Saint Augustine and the 
name Servants of  Mary. 

Children's Liturgy this Sunday during 
10am Mass. Parents, please encourage your 
children to attend! We will have a Children's 
liturgy in the hall every third Sunday of the 
year during school terms. Children will have 
an opportunity to learn about their faith and to 
pray together with a qualified teacher. 

Catechists urgently needed 
Catholic Special Religious Education in our 
government schools will begin next week. 
Unfortunately, one of our teachers at Dulwich 
Hill Public School has just told me that he is 
unable to continue because of new work 
commitments. If you are able to take his place 
(2:30-3:15pm Wednesday Years 3-4) please 
speak to me as soon as possible. Books and 
training will be provided. 
Deacon Louis 

De La Salle College Ashfield 
OPEN DAY 

Wednesday 4 March 2020 
3:00pm—7:00pm 

24 Bland Street, Ashfield  NSW 2131 
Ph:  9797 3200 
www.dlsashfield.catholic.edu.au 
*Take a tour of the College with our wonderful students 
*Converse with our dedicated staff 
*Experience our College in action 
*Be entertained by live student performances 
*Hear our Principal’s address 
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