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First Sunday of Lent / A
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And suddenly, you’ve stopped praying
It’s insidious. You don’t even know it’s happening. The initial reasons all seem worthy and
innocuous, and you imagine, “There’s always tomorrow. Just this once.” So you chip away at it,
you excuse yourself, you rationalize, and then, finally, you stop. Game over.

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au Weebly: http://sacramentsatsaintpaul.weebly.com/
Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), Deacon Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Stations of the Cross Fridays through Lent at 7pm.
Beginning on the 28th February
Men's Breakfast
Catholic Men's Fellowship Sydney is hosting a men's
breakfast in the parish hall of All Hallows Church 2
Halley St Five Dock on Saturday the 7th March and
the 4th April at 8am. The speaker is Charles Westeafer,
a psychologist who rediscovered his faith after a series
of near fatal illnesses. He will speak on the topics
"God is there. You just have to ask" and "The
pathological triangle: the cause of misery" Enquiries:
George Favotto 0407927787
Registration is through https://www.trybooking.com/
book/event?eid=592371&
Parish Sacramental Program 2020
There will be two session times for preparation for
each sacrament to enable all children to attend.
Reconciliation: r egistr ation and intr oductor y lesson
Saturday 7th March 4pm and Sunday 8th March 9am
The sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) will be
celebrated on Thursday evening 2nd April at 6pm for
children who are making their First Reconciliation
Confirmation: r egistr ation and intr oductor y lesson
Saturday 16th May 4pm and Sunday 17th May 9am
Bishop Richard Umbers will confirm the children at a
Confirmation Mass on Sunday 21st June at 5pm
First Communion: r egistr ation and intr oductor y
lesson Saturday 8th August at 4pm and Sunday 9th
August at 9am
There will be two First Communion Masses, both on
Sunday at 10am: Sunday the 13th September and
Sunday the 20th September
All preparation classes are held in the parish hall
Further information and registration forms for children
not attending St Paul's School are available from the
parish office.

Lenten scripture reflection and prayer

During Lent we will have an opportunity to read,
discuss and pray the readings for each Sunday of Lent
using a program called Grace produced by the
Diocese of Wollongong.
This will be each Thursday at 7pm in the Parish Hall
beginning on Thursday 5th March. Books are
provided for those attending
If you wish to preview the program, there is a sample
on the Wollongong Diocese website under "Media
and Resources".
Deacon Louis

FEAST/SAINT OF THE WEEK
(2-8 March 2020)
Wed 4/3
Fri
6/3
Sat

7/3

1 March 2020

St Casimir
Autumn Ember Day
(Special Day of Prayer and
Penance)
Sts Perpetua and Felicity, martyrs

St Casimir
4/3/20
The second son of King Casimir IV
of Poland, Casimir was expected to
expand the kingdom by seizing the
crown of Hungary, but refusing, he
was imprisoned by his father. After a
short time, he was released, and he
devoted the rest of his life to prayer
and study.
Autumn Ember Day
6/3/20
Ember Days ‘quarter day’ mark the
beginning of each of the four
seasons.
They are observed in
Australia on the first Fridays of
Autumn and Spring (March and
September) as special days of prayer
and penance.

Sts Perpetua and Felicity

7/3

Perpetua was a young married
woman of good social position.
Felicity, also married, was a slave.
Together with a number of
catechumens they were imprisoned
at Carthage and refused to renounce
their Christian faith. All were sent
to the public games in the
amphitheatre, where Perpetua and
Felicity were beheaded.

Encounter Kiribati with Palms
18-26 May 2020

On this 12-day tour you will visit a number of
islands in this small Pacific nation. Palms personnel
there are working with local communities to develop
self-reliance and sustainable solutions to poverty in a
part of the world impacted by climate change. You
will meet and spend time with them and their host
communities to see first-hand how Palms Australia is
working to create a better world. It might even
inspire you to join Palms and work overseas
yourself.
We are also offering tours to Timor-Leste in
September and Thailand/Myanmar in November.
For more information call Robert at Palms on 02
9560 5333 or email robert@palms.org.au

SHRINES OF OUR LADY WITH FR. SEBASTIAN MANOHARAN (MSFS)
Journey with our Lady as you visit famous shrines and sites of her apparitions. Explore various pilgrimage sites in
Portugal, France, Italy, Croatia and Bosnia during this 15N pilgrimage led by Fr. Sebastian Manoharan (MSFS) that
features Fatima, Lourdes, Paris, Rome and Medjugorje for an all-inclusive price of $7990+Tips. The fare includes
Entrances & Sites as per itinerary + Local Transfers in Deluxe coaches + Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfast &
Dinners + Catholic Priest + English speaking professional guides. 2020 Departures Available: 20th May
2020. For inquiries & bookings call 03 8839 6615 or 1300721561 or email us info@magiholidays.com.au

“Today, I have a very busy day ahead of me, I need to get a head start on things. So I’ll cut the
time down just a bit.” The next day as you settle into your focus, your busied mind is taken away
by some pressing worries, and you succumb by heading over to your laptop to send out just a
few emails. You were just certain that would do the trick and let you focus, even though it
didn’t. The following day, before you even begin, you decide you will just quick-check the news
first, get that out of the way, and then go right to it. But “it” never happens . . .
And so it goes. You’ve stopped praying.

Your commitment of time to prayer every day is the most important feature of your spiritual life.
There is no close “second most important.” It can admit of no compromise. When you stop
praying, you begin to lose your inner compass, your grounding center, your source of peace and
discernment, and you cut yourself off from the Wellspring of strength you need to virtuously
resist the incessant onslaught of temptations life throws your way. Alone, you’re powerless
against your enemies.
Without daily prayer, your faith atrophies, the horizons of your vision become dark and unclear,
doubts begin to populate your mind, and as you try to battle them alone, you lose. It’s futile. The
fire within has cooled.
Yet even now, says the Lord,

Deacon Louis

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have
been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you
can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity
Office at (02) 9390 5810
or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may
also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able
to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Lourdes Tee
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
For the Souls
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

Dr Tom Neal Professor of Spiritual Theology University of Notre Dame New Orleans (Word on fire blog)

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …

Special Intentions

return to me with all your heart. (Joel 2:12)

network with other young Catholic professionals
and learn how to live your faith in the workplace?
Then join Bishop Richard Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop
of Sydney on Tues 24 March at 7am at the Radisson
Blu Plaza Hotel Sydney for The Bishop’s Blend
Breakfast for Young Professionals. Online booking
is essential. For more information and to purchase
tickets go to https://
thebishopsblendtenthedition.eventbrite.com.au or
contact us at bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

For the sick

The Catechism says, “Prayer is a battle. Against whom? Against ourselves and against the wiles
of the Tempter who does all he can to turn man away from prayer.” Satan fears prayer, because
he fears the Redeemer who enters the world through prayer. Fr. Tom Hopko says, “All things in
life can be done, with grace, with relative ease. But to remain steadfast in prayer? Blood to the
end! Make no mistake, prayer is hard work. And when we do pray, every demon in hell comes to
try to mess it up and destroy it.”

The Bishop’s Blend Breakfast: Looking to

PRIMARY SCHOOL

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
7 & 8 Mar 2020

Acolyt e

5:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

Philip/Ian
Ricardo
Andre

Readers:

5:30pm

J Sullivan
J Murphy

8:00am

N Dudley
P Tan

10:00am

F Kyan
P Marshall

Music:

5:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

Sri & Choir
Justine & Choir
Beauti & Choir

Flowers:
Counters:

No Flowers during Lent
Precy Tan, M Portell

Choir Practice on Monday at 7pm in the Chur ch ever y
fortnight. Next choir practice will be on the 9 March
2020.

