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Frequently Asked Questions on COVID-19
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat:
Sun:
Mon to Fri:
Sat:
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Can I visit a church for private prayer?
No. The new Commonwealth and State restrictions
on public places means all churches are closed until
further notice.
Where can I watch Mass now that churches are
closed?
St Mary’s Cathedral will livestream the 10:30am
Solemn Mass every Sunday while the restrictions
continue as well as various other services
throughout the week. Check the website for regular
updates. https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
Mass For You at Home is broadcast on Channel 10
each Sunday from 6am. There are several livestreaming services for daily Mass both locally and
from around the English-speaking world.

Feast/Solemnity/Saint of the Week
(27 April - 2 May 2020)
Mon 27/4 St Louis Grignion de Montfort, priest
Tue 28/4 St Peter Chanel, priest, martyr
Wed 29/4 St Catherine of Siena, virgin, doctor
Thu 30/4 St Pius V, pope
Fri
1/5
St Joseph the Worker
Sat
2/5
St Athanasius, bishop, doctor
Saint Louis-Marie Grignion de
Montfort

Bishops and priests can still say Mass privately, and
the NSW government has confirmed they may use
their (closed) cathedral or parish church for that
purpose and livestream the service.

Born in Montfort, France. He was
educated at the Jesuit college in
Rennes and was ordained there. He
organised a group of women into the
congregation of the Daughters of
Divine Wisdom. He was known for
his particular devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary. He wrote the popular
books True Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin and The Secret of the Rosary.
He organised several priests and
formed the Missionaries of the
Company of Mary.

Can private Masses and religious gatherings
occur outside churches?

St Peter Chanel

Yes. Private Masses, prayer meetings and other
religious activities “for very small groups” in
people’s homes seem permissible subject to physical
distancing, hygiene and related directives being
observed.

Sunday observance and alternative
devotions
All but priests are dispensed from attending Sunday
Mass, you can keep Sunday holy by setting aside
some time for prayer at home, reading the Scriptures
of the day, watching Mass on television or online
and asking God for the graces you would normally
receive in Holy Communion. Priests should
celebrate daily Mass privately and offer it on behalf
of those who cannot attend and for the whole nation.

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …

Every year during the Easter season we hear the beautifully written story of the two disciples
of Jesus walking away from Jerusalem after the death and resurrection of Jesus. “Along the way”
to Emmaus, they meet Jesus, whom at first they did not recognise. They recognised him however
“at the breaking of the bread” and, with “their hearts burning within them”, found the strength to
go back to Jerusalem.

For the sick

This story in Luke’s Gospel has a lot to say to us about the Eucharist, in particular about the
way in which our participation in the celebration of the Eucharist is Christ’s response to the
disciples’ plea to the stranger “ Stay with us, for it is nearly evening”. Pope St John Paul ii sees
this as echoing our own cry to the Lord to stay with us even when everything seems dark:
“Amid our questions and difficulties, and even our bitter disappointments, the divine Wayfarer
continues to walk at our side, opening to us the Scriptures and leading us to a deeper
understanding of the mysteries of God. When we meet him fully, we will pass from the light of the
Word to the light streaming from the “Bread of Life”, the supreme fulfilment of his promise to ‘be
with us always, to the end of the age’. (Mane Nobiscum Domine #2)
This story also speaks to us about our own relationship with those who have either consciously
or through neglect “walked away” from Christ. Bishop Robert Barron in a recent homily on this
Gospel story reflects on this, describing it as “a masterclass in evangelisation”. The two disciples
(husband and wife?) are walking away from Jerusalem-away from the centre of Israel’s hope and
from the mission of Christ. They symbolise the situation of an increasing number of people today,
the “nones”, those who have, for many reasons, wandered away from the practice of their faith
not those who have never heard of Jesus. They “know” a lot about Jesus and the Church but are
no longer connected with him and are walking away.

Born in France. He did pastoral
work for a few years after
ordination, and then desired to
become a missionary. He joined
the Marist Society and was sent
to Oceania. They (missionaries)
made headway in converting the
island’s populace, attracting even
the son of the King. As a result.,
the King dispatched a group of
warriors. Peter was clubbed to
death by those he had come to
save. After his death, most
islanders had been converted to
Catholicism.

The way in which Jesus enables them to reconnect with him should serve as a model for us in
our own efforts to share our faith with people who live as “nones”, including perhaps even
members of our own family. First of all Jesus meets them on their journey. He listens to what
they are saying and doesn’t immediately try to ‘set them straight’. What are their questions, their
issues? Evangelisation starts with personal contact, listening and respect for the person you are
with. Like the two disciples, people who walk away from the Church are certain about what they
know but don’t get the connection between Jesus and the life he offers us and themselves and
their own life situation.

St Joseph the Worker

After listening to them, Jesus moves from being simply ‘with them’ to interpreting their
experiences within a context that will deepen their understanding of God and what God is
offering them. He opens up the scriptures to them in a way that leads them to God through the
questions and experiences that had been troubling them. Finally, after being accepted by them
and invited to share a meal with them, he reveals who he is in the Eucharist. This is our ‘end
point’ in evangelisation. Here Jesus is truly present. In prayer and through the Eucharist Christ
will continue to speak to them but we have, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, accompanied
people who were walking away from Christ and enabled them to see the Christ that they thought
they knew in a deeper and life giving way.

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Livestreaming of Parish Masses

The Archdiocese of Sydney is regularly updating its
website and social media platforms with the latest
information on parishes that are offering their
Masses online for parishioners to watch. Please
contact Michael Kenny via email to share any of
these updates that can be posted online- Email:
michael.kenny@sydneycatholic.org

(for a complete version of Bishop Barron’s homily on this Gospel google Word on Fire Daily
Mass for Thursday 16/4/20 or 4/16(US dating) )

Prayer Resources during time of Pandemic

The Archdiocese of Sydney has a dedicated
webpage with prayers and scriptural reflections to
help nurture your faith during these difficult times.
You’ll find the webpage here- https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/prayer
-resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/

Walking away from Christ

“St. Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the upright
guardian of those entrusted to his care. May he always
guard, protect, and enlighten families.”
-St. Pope John Paul II

Deacon Louis

Lourdes Tee
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
Domenico Sergi
(4th Yr Anniversary)
For the Souls
Joseph Karam
Adel Khoury

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

