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Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat:
Sun:
Mon to Fri:
Sat:
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

The Oscar Romero Prayer
It helps, now and then, to step back and
take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our
efforts, it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny
fraction of the magnificent enterprise
that is God's work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is a way
of saying that the kingdom always lies
beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the church's
mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes
everything.
This is what we are about:
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing
that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further
development.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond
our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a
sense of liberation in realising that. This
enables us to do something, and to do it
very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a
beginning, a step along the way, an
opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter
and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that
is the difference between the master
builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders;
ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.
Amen

Feast/Solemnity/Saint of the Week
(11-17 May 2020)
Tue 12/5 Sts Nereus and Achilleus, martyrs
St Pancras, martyr
Wed 13/5 Our Lady of Fatima
Thu 14/5 St Matthias, apostle

Nereus and Achilleus

were likely soldiers who
were executed for their
belief in Jesus Christ. An
official list of Roman
martyrs from the fifthcentury contain the names
of the two martyrs,
Nereus and Achilleus,
whose grave was in the
Catacombs of St
Domitilla.

Pancras was a

Phrygian of noble birth
who was baptised at the
age of fourteen and
proceeded to give all his
possessions to the poor.
The authorities,
realising that he was a
Christian, had him
arrested, and he was
decapitated because he
refused to renounce
Christianity.

St Matthias had

Our Lady of the Holy
Rosary of Fátima, is a

Catholic title of the Blessed
Virgin Mary based on the
supposed Marian apparitions
reported in 1917 by three
shepherd children at the
Cova da Iria, in Fátima,
Portugal.

Happy Mother’s Day

been one of the
companions of our
Saviour from the day
of His baptism by St
John. He was chosen
by lot to take the
place of Judas
Iscariot. According
to the Greeks, St
Matthias suffered
martyrdom in Colchis
(Ethiopia).

The Acts of the Apostles
During the Easter season we read from the Acts of the Apostles as part of our daily Mass
readings. This part of the New Testament contains stories that just about anyone who is Christian
is familiar with-the story of Pentecost and the dramatic conversion of Paul for example. But the
whole of this short book-28 brief chapters in all-should be read in its entirety because of the
extraordinary story it outlines. It is an unfinished story because it raises questions that we are still
concerned with even though they are put in a context that may seem quite remote to us.
How do we keep the message of Jesus alive in our daily life, especially when we live in a
world that is either hostile or indifferent to him? What efforts do we have to make to understand
what Jesus is saying to us and communicating it to others? These are some of the questions that
Luke addresses as he tells the story of the early church from its beginning in Jerusalem with the
fearful disciples wondering what to do next now that Jesus was no longer with them to Paul, at
the end of his missionary journeys, now in prison in Rome but “teaching the truth about the Lord
Jesus Christ with complete fearlessness and without any hindrance from anyone”.
Luke wrote the Acts of the Apostles as a continuation of his Gospel. Like the Gospel itself,
Luke wrote for people who were “gentiles” ie did not come from a Jewish environment. We see
this in the way he describes the growth of the Church from its origins in Jerusalem to Samaria
and then throughout the Eastern Mediterranean world through the missionary journeys of Paul
and finally in Rome, the centre of the known world. In all of this he emphasizes the role of the
Holy Spirit beginning with the experience of Pentecost when the Spirit that Christ had promised
them not only transformed their lives but also entered the minds and hearts of those who listened
to them.
The Acts of the Apostles contain many conversion stories that outline the way in which the
Spirit of God can work within a person’s life producing profound changes which can change the
lives of others as well. The baptism of the Roman centurion Cornelius made Peter realise that
“God has no favourites” and was part of his own conversion to an understanding of Christ’s
mission as one for the whole world, not just the Jewish people. It also reveals the way the Holy
Spirit works through cultural and religious traditions that may seem distant from Christ-Phillip
‘opened up’ the scriptures to the Ethiopian eunuch in a way that revealed God’s guidance of
Israel throughout its history culminating in Christ; Paul began his evangelisation of the people of
Athens by referring to their tradition of honouring “the unknown God”
The book of Acts also deals with the inner struggles of the Church as it faced new problems,
its ‘growing pains’, as it were. To what extent should they follow the traditions that had been the
heart of Judaism since the time of Moses? How could the mission Christ had given the apostles
‘to go out and teach all nations” become a continuing part of the life of the Church? Luke
describes the creative ways in which these and other questions were answered, always, of course,
by beginning with prayer and trust in the work of the Holy Spirit.
Deacon Louis

Project Compassion Boxes/Envelopes

Holy Water

If you have PC Boxes and Cash to hand in, please
return to the Parish Office as soon as possible.

Bottled holy water available at the front of
the church near the main door.

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Lourdes Tee
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
For the Souls

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

