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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat:
Sun:
Mon to Fri:
Sat:
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Resumption of public Masses

The NSW Government is introducing Step 1 of
the relaxation of restrictions on public gatherings
this Friday 15 May. Parish masses of up to 10
people, not counting ministers and servers, will
be possible from Friday. Important information
will be sent to parishes. Including details on a
booking system for these Masses later this week.
Livestreaming of Parish Masses
The Archdiocese of Sydney is regularly updating
its website and social media platforms with the
latest information on parishes that are offering
their Masses online for parishioners to watch.
Please contact Michael Kenny via email to share
any of these updates that can be posted onlineEmail: michael.kenny@sydneycatholic.org
Virtual Pentecost Pilgrimage
The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney is an
official sponsor of this virtual free
pilgrimage which began on Sunday 26
April and will run for 6 weeks.
The pilgrimage is aimed at helping
Catholics nurture their faith in the lead up
to Pentecost during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Each Wednesday and Sunday, formative
videos from will be released for registered
participants to engage online. Each set of
videos will reflect on the Sunday readings
of that week with a particular focus on the
role of the Holy Spirit in our Church and
world.
To register for this free online pilgrimage
to Pentecost, simply go to
www.pentecostpilgrimage.com and enter
your details to receive a link to the videos
as they are released over the next six
weeks.

St Vincent de Paul Society
During this time, the St Vincent de Paul
Conference continue to help the vulnerable in
our community. If you would like to support
us, please donate online at http://org.au/
donation-hub, call our hotline on 13 18 12.
Or, you can still donate through the Poor Box
when our Church opens. Thank you.

Feast/Solemnity/Saint of the Week
(18 - 23 May 2020)
Mon 18/5 St John I, pope, martyr
Wed 20/5 St Bernardine of Siena, priest
Thu 21/5 St Christopher Magallanes, priest,
and companions, martyrs
Fri
22/5 St Rita of Cascia, religious

Pope John I was a native
of Tuscany in Italy. He was
elected Pope in 523. He
was sent on a diplomatic
mission to Constantinople
by Theodoric the Goth to
negotiate better treatment
for Arians. Although
relatively successful upon
his return to Ravenna,
Theodoric had the Pope
imprisoned for allegedly
conspiring with
Constantinople and died a
short time later as a result
of the neglect and illtreatment.

St Christopher Magallanes is
one of a group of 25 Mexican
saints – including three lay men
- who lost their lives as a result
of religious persecution by the
anticlerical Mexican
government during the Cristero
War in the 1920s.
As parish priest for over 20
years, St Christopher was
renowned for being a man who
wanted to help his people.
In the 1920s, under socialist
president, the Mexican
government began passing
many rigid anti-Catholic
measures. St Christopher was
forced into hiding, where he
celebrated Mass and conducted
baptisms in secret.
While travelling in disguise to
celebrate Mass on May 21,
1927, he was arrested and
condemned to be shot without a
trial.

St Bernardine of Siena
A great preacher, he
restored strict
observance in the
Franciscan Order,
especially in the matter
of poverty. He devoted
himself in the office of
preaching. Called the
“people’s preacher,”
he spread devotion to
the Honly Name of
Jesus.

St Rita of Cascia
St Rita was born at
Spoleto, Italy. She
married a man of violent
temper and he taught their
children his own evil
ways. Her husband was
stabbed by an enemy and
died. Shortly afterward
her two sons died. She
was admitted to the
convent of the Augustian
nuns at Cascia, Umbria,
where she received a
seemingly thorn-induced
wound in her forehead. It
left a deep wound which
did not heal and which
caused her much suffering
for the rest of her life.

THE CORONAVIRUS AND SITTING QUIETLY IN A ROOM ALONE
Blaise Pascal said, “All of humanity’s problems stem from man’s inability to sit quietly in a room
alone.” The great seventeenth-century philosopher thought that most of us, most of the time,
distract ourselves from what truly matters through a series of divertissements (diversions). He
was speaking from experience. Though one of the brightest men of his age and one of the
pioneers of the modern physical sciences and of computer technology, Pascal frittered away a
good deal of his time through gambling and other trivial pursuits.
In a way, he knew, such diversions are understandable, since the great questions—Does God
exist? Why am I here? Is there life after death?—are indeed overwhelming. But if we are to live
in a serious and integrated way, they must be confronted—and this is why, if we want our most
fundamental problems to be resolved, we must be willing to spend time in a room alone.
Might I make a few suggestions in regard to our retreat? Get out your Bible and read one of the
Gospels in its entirety—perhaps the Gospel of Matthew, which we are using for Sunday Mass
this liturgical year. Read it slowly, prayerfully; use a good commentary if that helps. Or practice
the ancient art that has been recommended warmly by the last several popes—namely, lectio
divina.
This “divine reading” of the Bible consists in four basic steps: lectio, meditatio, oratio, and
contemplatio. First, read the scriptural text carefully; second, pick out one word or one passage
that specially struck you, and then mediate on it, like a ruminating animal chewing on its cud;
third, speak to God, telling him how your heart was moved by what you read; fourth and finally,
listen to the Lord, discerning what he speaks back to you. Trust me, the Bible will spring to life
when you approach it through this method.
(Extract from an article by Bishop Robert Barron “The Coronavirus and sitting quietly in a
room alone” March 2020 www.wordonfire.org )
Two comments on this article:
1 Solitude and silence are not available in my house....I can only speak for myself and a few
other parents of school-age children who also have jobs and who are suddenly teleworking and
homeschooling. I consider myself tremendously blessed to have the pay cheque, but there is no
time for the suggested activities!
2 Been there...but now I can try as my four boys are off and away in their own places. Yay! I can
strive for an hour a day. For you, do what I did...I got up earlier for quiet, went to bed earlier too
so I could do it. So worth it! Best wishes to mothering...it is to be cherished. I miss it!
What challenges and opportunities have there been for you during this time of enforced isolation?
Has your life in faith benefited in any way from this time or has it been only a time of loss ( eg of
Mass, community life)? If you wish to share your thoughts on this, please send a short comment via
email to the secretary at the parish office and they will be printed in the parish bulletin
(anonymously of course).
Deacon Louis

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If
you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact
the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who
will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes
to the police.

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Lourdes Tee
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
For the Souls

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

