CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907
532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Preparation for First Reconciliation and
Holy Communion
Now that restrictions on the number of people
gathering together have begun to ease, we are able
to continue to prepare our children to receive the
sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. The
new dates are:

First Reconciliation: Preparation classes July 25th
and 26th; August 1st and 2nd on Saturday at 4:30pm
and Sunday 9am in the Parish Hall
The sacrament of first reconciliation will be
celebrated on Tuesday 4th August at 7pm

First Communion: Preparation classes August 15th
and 16th; 22nd and 23rd; 29th and 30th; September
5th and 6th on Saturday at 4:30pm and Sunday 9am.
The children will receive their First Communion at the
weekend Masses on the 12th and 13th September.

Planned Giving Envelope
FY 2019-2020 receipts now available. The
envelopes (receipts) are on the small table at the
back of the church.
Also, please return urgently the Form for the
Planned Giving Envelope and tick/sign whether
you are opting for 30% Tax Deduction or No Tax
Deduction.

ACBC National Catholic Men’s Gathering
The ACBC National Catholic Men’s Gathering for
2020 is now being offered as an online event for
registered participants. This modified program will be
delivered in four pre-recorded sessions of
approximately 1 hour in length. Each session will
offer input from a variety of speakers and musicians,
along with a response and questions for group
discussion or individual reflection. The program is
flexible, allowing you to participate individually or
gather with others from your parish/diocese or men’s
ministry group.
Aim: To inspir e and encour age all Catholic men
with a vision for personal discipleship, service
and mission in the family, parish, diocese and
the world.
Cost: FREE
Registration: Available fr om Monday 29th June
Event Program: Available fr om Satur day 15 th
August, 2020
Go to: www.catholicmensgathering.com.au

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(20 - 25 July 2020)
Mon 20/7 St Apollinaris, bishop, martyr
Tue 21/7 St Lawrence of Brindisi, priest, doctor
Wed 22/7 St Mary Magdalene
Thu 23/7 St Bridget, religious
Fri
24/7 St Sharbel Makhlūf, priest
Sat
25/7 St James, apostle
St Apollinaris of Ravenna is a
Syrian saint, whom the Roman
Martyrology describes as "a bishop
who, according to tradition, while
spreading among the nations the
unsearchable riches of Christ, led
his flock as a good shepherd and
honoured the Church of Classis near
Ravenna by a glorious martyrdom."
St Laurence of Brindisi was a
born preacher, and entered the
Capuchin Order at Verona in 1575.
He was a man of learning, and
took an active part in the Catholic
reform; he travelled throughout
Europe preaching; he wrote many
works to propound Catholic
doctrine. He died at Lisbon while
on a diplomatic mission.
St Mary Magdalene is one of the
greatest saints of the Bible and a
legendary example of God’s
mercy and grace. She was present
with Christ during his public
ministry, death and resurrection.

St Bridget of Sweden (c. 1303 23 July 1373); was a mystic and
saint, founder of the Bridgetines
nuns and monks after the death of
her husband of twenty years.
St Sharbel Makhlūf was a
Maronite monk and priest from
Lebanon.
During his life he
obtained a wide reputation for
holiness and he has been
canonized by the Catholic church.
He is known among Lebanese
Christians for his miraculous
healings in answer to prayers said
at his tomb, located at the
Monastery of Saint Maron, and
for his ability to unite Christians
and Muslims.
St James, also called J ames,
son of Zebedee, or James the
Greater was one of the Twelve
Apostles, distinguished as being
in Jesus’ innermost circle.
James was beheaded by order of
King Herod Agrippa I of Judaea.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

19 July 2020

“The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness”
This sentence has often struck me as one that Paul wrote out of a deeply felt personal
experience. We look at St Paul’s life twenty centuries later and the impact he has had on
the world and think of him as being extraordinarily successful. But did he consider
himself a success? Imagine him stepping off the boat at one of the great cities of the
ancient world - many thousands of people going about their daily life looking for success
and happiness through their efforts and the blessing of the gods they worshipped.
How would he start to speak of Christ who was crucified and rose from the dead? We
know that he often experienced hostility and ridicule. In Ephesus his teachings provoked a
riot and in Athens they laughed at him when he spoke about the resurrection of the dead.
We can easily have a similar experience whenever we speak about our faith outside of the
sympathetic circle we are comfortable with. We can’t really explain what we are talking
about and feel increasingly foolish or the target of hostility the more we are questioned.
Often this is our own fault. We simply haven’t gone deeper into our beliefs and reflected
on them in a way that means something to us personally. Instead, we speak in a general
way about key aspects of our faith such as the Eucharist and the Gospels without making
a personal connection between our experience and their questions.
This ‘personal connection’ is where the Holy Spirit works in our lives, that same Spirit
that ‘helps us in our weakness.’ Paul experienced that Spirit as the Spirit of Christ guiding
him on his missionary journeys and giving him the courage and conviction to speak about
Christ to all, whether his words were welcome or not. As a son of Israel, brought up in the
Wisdom tradition of what we call the Old Testament, he also understood the way in which
God’s wisdom was present throughout the world.
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With St Paul of the
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Recently Deceased

Wisdom is ‘a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God and an
image of his goodness’ (Wisdom 7:25). It is present everywhere since Wisdom ‘reaches
mightily from one end of the earth to the other and orders all things well’ (8:1). Paul
appealed to this ‘hidden knowledge’ of God’s presence in our life when he spoke about
the ‘unknown god’ that the Athenians worshipped in addition to their other gods.

Death Anniversary
John Viet

Last week I celebrated the twentieth anniversary of my ordination as a permanent deacon
and, looking back, thought of the many opportunities I have had to appreciate the truth of
Paul’s words about the spirit helping us in our weakness. I have had a similar theological
formation to many priests and also experience the grace of the sacrament of Holy Orders,
but my ‘parish’ is not only the parish of St Paul of the Cross.

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

My working life in adult migrant education brought me into close contact with people
from a great variety of backgrounds and life situations, Christian, non-Christian, atheist
and indifferent. I have been challenged and ‘put on the spot’ for my beliefs as a Catholic
on many occasions and this has made me go deeper and hopefully grow in my faith and
my understanding of it. Here, and on other occasions in my ministry as a deacon, I have
also, I hope, put others ‘on the spot’ as well whenever I spoke to them about the way in
which the Gospels and the teaching of the Church could respond to the questions they had
about the direction of their own lives. Now that I’m retired, I find myself drawn
increasingly into the area of men’s ministry and the questions, frustrations and hopes so
many men have about their role in the Church, in their families and at work.
In all these contexts, I have come to appreciate how much I depend on God’s Spirit to
work through me and the people I am with. I am, at best, simply an “instrument of God’s
peace,” as we all are. The Spirit of God is present in me, in the people I am with and in a
situation God has created or allowed to happen, “ordering all things well,” if we are open
to his work in our lives.
Deacon Louis
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal
obligation to report crimes to the police.

For the Souls

Special Intentions
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

