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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Revised Sacramental program
Because of the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus
Parish Office
pandemic, we have had to postpone the children's
Maria - Mondays
sacramental program.
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
We are now able to restart, although in a limited way,
9.30am - 2:30pm
after discussions with the school and parents. Please
Parish & Hall enquiries be assured that we will continue to celebrate these
9558 3257
special moments in our children's faith journey in a
reverent and joyful way despite the restrictions we
Mass Times
need to be aware of for our own health and wellbeing
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
First Reconciliation
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
There will be an additional preparation class because
Sat: 9:30am
of the disruption to classes on the weekend of the
22nd August (4:30pm) and 23rd August (9am)
Family Mass with
The children will be able to celebrate their First
Children’s Liturgy
Reconciliation on either Tuesday the 25thAugust at
3rd Sunday of the
6:30pm or Thursday the 26th of August at 6:30 pm.
Month 10am Mass
Parents will be advised as to which service their child
may attend.
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(17 - 22 August 2020)
Wed 19/8 St John Eudes, priest
Thu 20/8 St Bernard, abbot, doctor
Fri
21/8 St Pius X, pope
Sat
22/8 The Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Saint John Eudes, Fr ench Saint Jean
Eudes, founded the Congregation of the
“Priests of Jesus and Mary” and the
Congregation of “Sisters of Our Lady of
Charity.” The main purpose of the former
was the direction of seminaries and the
religious instruction of the people through
missions. His most revered achievement
was promoting the devotions to the Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

First Communion
Two preparation times will be available: Saturday
4:30 pm or Sunday 9am.
Registration and 1st class: 19th/20th September.
Class dates: 26th/27th September; 17th/18th October;
24th/25th October
First Communion will be at Mass on the 30th October;
6th November or the 13th November at 6:30 pm.
These will all be on weekdays.

St Bernard Bor n near Dijon in Fr ance.
He entered the Cistercian Order at the age
of 22; he became the Abbot of Clairvaux.
Despite his longing for the solitary
contemplative life, he travelled a great deal
in France. Germany and Italy, trying to
reconcile the divisions of the church of the
time. He wrote many works on spiritual
life and theology.

Confirmation
Two preparation times will also be available: Saturday
4:30pm or Sunday 9am
Registration and first class: 7th/8th November
Class dates: 14th/15th November; 21st/22nd
November; 28th/29th November
Confirmation will be celebrated on a date(s) in
December that we will arrange with Bishop Richard.

St Pius X J oseph Sar to was bor n in
Venice. He became Patriarch of Venice in
1893, and pope in 1903. The aim of his
life was ‘to restore all things in Christ.’
He defended the deposit of faith, exhorted
the people to take part in the liturgy,
encouraged frequent communion - his
motivation was always pastoral.

With all the sacraments, we ask that only the
immediate family (parents and children) attend in
order to minimise health risks
Please speak to me if you have any questions
regarding the sacramental program or else contact me
through the parish office.
Deacon Louis
Natural Fertility Awareness Week from 17th to
23rd August – Are you wondering how you can find out

more about your reproductive health during these times of
isolation and social distancing?
Billings LIFE has the answer!! Why not learn how to track
your fertility using, Fertility Pinpoint™- it’s more than an
App! It is an online service that provides you with your
own personal accredited Billings Ovulation Method® tutor
who can help you learn how to track your unique cycles
and recognise your fertility and infertility on a daily basis –
all remotely and safely.
Billings Ovulation Method® is scientifically validated and
simple to use. It’s the healthy alternative.
For
more
information
check
the
website:
www.fertilitypinpoint.com and start to take control of your
life.
Memory Card is found in fr ont of the altar near the lecter n.

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
On October 11, 1954, His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, in his
encyclical letter, Ad Caeli Reginam, decreed and instituted
the feast of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary to
be celebrated throughout the world every year. He
declared that the Church has believed in Mary’s Queenship
from the earliest centuries amd that this belief rests on
Holy Scripture and tradition.

Planned Giving Envelope
FY 2019-2020 receipts now available. The
envelopes (receipts) are on the small table at the back
of the church.
Also, please return urgently the Form for the Planned
Giving Envelope and tick/sign whether you are
opting for 30% Tax Deduction or No Tax Deduction.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

16 August 2020

Mary’s Assumption and Human Dignity
Of all the religions of the world, none insists on the dignity of the human person more
than Christianity. With our Jewish brothers and sisters, we hold that we bear the imago
Dei, the image of our creator. Christianity, however, takes it a stage further and says that
every baptised person is also a beloved child of God the Father, a temple of the Holy
Spirit and co-heir of Christ. Christians hold that this amazing inheritance as sons and
daughters of God is enjoyed by us already in the present but that its full benefits will be
enjoyed in a future preserved for us by God.
In the course of human history, this divinely conferred dignity of the human person has
often been reduced or ignored with tragic consequences. In the aftermath of the Second
World War, the world struggled to come to terms with the barbaric examples it had
witnessed of man’s inhumanity to man. In response, the United Nations drew up its
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. In the Church, the Dogma of the Assumption of
Mary was defined in Rome on 1st November 1950 by Pope Pius XII.
To most people at the time, the dogma had only to do with Mary and the confirmation
of something that Christians had held for centuries beforehand, namely that Mary was
assumed body and soul into heaven at the end of her earthly life. But perhaps without fully
realising it, the Church was making an extremely important affirmation not only about the
dignity and destiny of Mary but about the dignity and destiny of every human being. From
the moment Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb, the relationship between the Lord and
his mother was unique. Because of this great love and her faith in Jesus, Mary’s life and
destiny were united to his.
As she shared in his life and suffering on earth, so she shared in his glory in heaven
that he won for her and for all. Mary’s Assumption means that at the end of her earthly
life, by the power of her Son’s resurrection, she was fully united to God in the totality of
her existence, body and soul. In Mary we see the great plan of the Father fulfilled where
Christ was raised from the dead and would be joined in that new life by all who believe in
him. Mary holds first place as the first disciple and mother of the Lord. So it is fitting that
she should be the first to share fully in the resurrection of her Son in body and soul.
The Assumption of Mary also speaks to the modern world of the innate dignity of
every human being, body and soul. God wants us to know that dignity, to cherish it in
ourselves and honour it in others. Mary’s glorification in body and soul is a sign that every
aspect of our lives is important to God and is touched by his saving spirit. The salvation
Christ won for us is not just about our souls getting to heaven in the future but about our
whole existence being sanctified in the present in a way that leads to future fulfilment.
By our whole existence is meant every part of who we are – our past, present and
future, our bodies, our health, our minds, our wills, emotions, sexuality, our memories, our
deepest desires and all things human. All of these aspects of our existence have been
redeemed by Christ in the present and will be fulfilled in the future. Human dignity is
‘assumed’ and lifted closer towards its future in the company of Mary. This is why Mary
is a profound symbol of hope and healing for body and soul in a broken world.
The Assumption is an inspiration for us to protect human rights and defend human
dignity especially when dark forces try to reduce the dignity of the human person or
convince Christianity that her insistence on the sacredness of human life is too high. The
Assumption of Mary holds before us again, the awesome truth of what the Gospel teaches
and the awesome dignity to which God has raised humanity.
From Mary’s Assumption and Human Dignity F r Billy Swan Word on F ire blog August
15th 2017
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Lourdes Tee
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Anne Cowper

Death Anniversary
Carmen Spiteri
John Viet
For the Souls
Isabelo Corpus
Elsa Duncan

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Joan Grech
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

