
 
 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS 

Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907      
532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203   Ph: 9558-3257  Fax: 9559-3752   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au 
Email:  church@dulwichhillparish.org.au,  or 
secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au    

 

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence) 
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi  

Parish Office 
Maria  - Mondays  
Cecilia –Wed-Friday 
9.30am - 2:30pm 
 

Parish & Hall enquiries 
9558 3257   
 

Mass Times  
Sat:   5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sun:  8am & 10am             
Mon to Fri:  9:00am 
Sat:   9:30am 
 

Family Mass with 
Children’s Liturgy 
3rd Sunday of the 
Month 10am Mass 
 
Family Rosary & Morning 
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the 
Month after 10am Mass in 
the Church Hall 
 

Filipino Mass 
1st Sun 11:30am 
 

Il Gruppo di Rosario 
Italiano Il gruppo di 
preghiera Italiano, si 
raduna ogni giovedi alle 
ore 10 nella salla 
parrocchiale. 
  

Sacraments 
Confession 
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm 
or any time by 
appointment 
 

Baptism 
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Sunday 11.15am  
 

Marriage 
At least 6 months notice 
required 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Any time on call 
 

Devotions 
Holy Hour & Rosary  
Sunday - Friday  
before morning mass 
 

Rosary & Benediction 
Sat  8:30-9:30am 
 

Elsa George Rosary 
Group Second Saturday 
of the month at 2.30pm 
9716 6676 All welcome 
 

Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help  
Wednesday 7pm 

With St Paul of the 
Cross  we pray … 

 

For the sick 
Lourdes Tee 

Fr Jim Duggan 
Paul Weber 

Kevin Russell 
Pat Allport 

Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat 
Martin Welfare 

Frank Katra 
Francheska Bechara 

 
 

Recently Deceased 
 
 

Death Anniversary 
Joseph Thong 

 
 

For the Souls 
Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce 

Marisa Rulli 
Nadim, Makel, Nazira,  
Yousif, Elias, Hanna,  

Fr Anthony Sara 
All forgotten Souls and Holy 

Souls in Purgatory 
 

Special Intentions 
Ian Pinto 

Rian Galliott 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
 Ph: 9558 5308    
 Fax: 9558 4909 
 Principal:  
  Ms Frances Stewart  
 REC: Ms Jo-Anne Ross 
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On Friday, we celebrated the Feast of St Augustine, Doctor of the Church and one of the most 
influential men in the history of the Church and indeed of Western culture generally. His mother, 
St Monica, has her Feast day on the day before his. The following reflection speaks about his 
motherôs role in his spiritual journey. It highlights the role of prayer in our lives, especially 
prayer for others, as an expression of our hope and trust in Godôs care for us.   
           

 THE INEXHAUSTIBLE HOPE OF ST. MONICA 
 
    St. Monica was likely born in the year 331 AD and died in the year 387 AD. Her husband was 
a Roman of minor nobility named Patricius, and with Patricius, Monica had three children, one 
of whom was named Augustine. Augustine would become one of the premiere converts to the 
Catholic faith, and his works of theology and spirituality are among the greatest of the treasures 
of the Church. 

    But the path from Augustine to St. Augustine would not be clear and easy. Augustine spent 
much of his youth resisting Christ and the Church, and this resistance caused his mother, 
Monica, much in tears and in turmoil. 

    Monica petitioned the Lord for years that he might intervene in the life of her son. When this 
intervention finally did take place, and Augustine came to know Christ and accepted a life as a 
disciple in the Church, Monica was overjoyed, but would not live long enough to see the full 
flowering of Augustineôs faith. 

    Petitionary prayer is the most common kind of prayer offered by the faithful, and though 
common, it is perhaps the most mysterious. 

    The Lord knows our needs better than we do and nothing that we request of him comes as a 
surprise. Further, our petitionary prayer, no matter how eloquent or persistent, has no power to 
force God to act in accord with our desires. We ask God for many things in prayer, but the 
deepest purpose of our petitions is not to get what we want, but to discern what God wants. 
Augustineôs conversion to Christ happened, but it happened on the Lordôs terms, not Monicaôs. 

    St. Monica trusted that God in Christ would not abandon her son to a directionless life of 
faithlessness and dissolution. She trusted that Godôs purposes for her sonôs life were greater than 
what his narrow perceptions could conceive. This act of trust, which is truly a manifestation of 
the theological virtue of hope, became the crucible through which Monicaôs sanctity was 
accomplished. 

    Godôs purposes were as much accomplished in Monicaôs willingness to abide in hope that 
God ultimately loved her son, even though he resisted that love as his purposes were 
accomplished in Augustineôs conversion to Christ. 

    It was not Augustineôs conversion that made Monica a saint, but her willingness to surrender 
her will to Christôs, and in this surrender, to abide in hope that Christôs purposes for Augustine 
would one day be fulfilled. Monica lived to see that day, but even if she had not, her 
sanctification would have been accomplished. 

    Hope is one of the least remembered and least understood of the great theological virtues. 
This is sad in so many ways, as it is often because people are bereft of hope that they refuse to 
believe and refuse to love. 

    Hope is not merely optimism but an act of trust that God, who did not abandon Christ to the 
powers of sin and death and the devil, will also not abandon us. Hope dares to believe that Godôs 
purposes will be fulfilled even if we cannot foresee how this will be possible or when such 
fulfillment will take place. 

From The inexhaustible hope of St Monica Fr Steve Grunow Word on Fire blog 27/8/12 

St Joseph’s Enfield Healing Mass 
Friday 4th September 2020,  
Celebrant:   Father Joshua Miechels 
Rosary:  7:00pm      Reconciliation: 7:00-8:00pm 
Prayer and Praise:  7:30pm        Mass:  8:00pm 
Exposition (after Mass) & Prayer Ministry 

 Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint  of 

the Week  

(31 August -  5 September 2020)  

Thu 3/9 St Gregory the Great, pope, doctor 
Fri 4/9 Spring Ember Day 
  Special Day of Prayer and Penance 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have been abused, please contact the police.   Alternatively,  you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.   You may also want 
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police.    

CatholicCare Marriage Preparations 
Marriage Education Goes Virtual: CatholicCare has 
quickly adapted to social distancing laws, providing 
marriage education virtually from mid March. If you 
are engaged and are planning on getting married 
soon, CatholicCare is still able to provide you with 
your marriage education course during this time. We 
expect demand to surge when social distancing rules 
are relaxed further, so donôt miss out. Book now! 
Call 13 18 19.  

Planned Giving Envelope  
FY 2019-2020 receipts now available.  The envelopes (receipts) are on the small table at the back of 
the church.   
Also, please return urgently the Form for the Planned Giving Envelope and tick/sign whether you are opting 
for 30% Tax Deduction or No Tax Deduction. 

Revised Sacramental program 
Because of the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus 
pandemic, we have had to postpone the children's 
sacramental program. 
We are now able to restart, although in a limited way, 
after discussions with the school and parents. Please 
be assured that we will continue to celebrate these 
special moments in our children's faith journey in a 
reverent and joyful way despite the restrictions we 
need to be aware of for our own health and wellbeing. 
 
First Communion 
Two preparation times will be available: Saturday 
4:30 pm or Sunday 9am. 
Registration and 1st class: 19th/20th September. 
Class dates: 26th/27th September; 17th/18th October; 
24th/25th October 
First Communion will be at Mass on the 30th October; 
6th November or the 13th November at 6:30 pm. 
These will all be on weekdays.  
 
Confirmation 
Two preparation times will also be available: Saturday 
4:30pm or Sunday 9am 
Registration and first class: 7th/8th November 
Class dates: 14th/15th November; 21st/22nd 
November; 28th/29th November 
Confirmation will be celebrated on a date(s) in 
December that we will arrange with Bishop Richard. 
 
With all the sacraments, we ask that only the 
immediate family (parents and children) attend in 
order to minimise health risks 
 
Please speak to me if you have any questions 
regarding the sacramental program or else contact me 
through the parish office. 
Deacon Louis 

Priests’ Retirement Foundation  - Pastoral Appeal 
 
This Fatherôs Day, please consider making a donation 
to the Priestsô Retirement Foundation.  Your gift will 
help our retired priests receive the personal care they 
need, and the ability to live a dignified life with the 
basic necessities, including accommodation, meals 
and medical care as required.  Envelopes will be on 
the pews this weekend, and next.  Thank you and 
Happy Fatherôs Day.  

St Gregory the Great 
Born at Rome and was the son of 
Gordianus, a wealthy senator and 
a Prefect of Rome.  St Gregory 
was well educated and excelled 
in all his studies.  He became a 
Prefect of Rome at 33.  He was 
chosen Pope by the unanimous 
consent of priests and people.  
He is widely considered to be the  

first medieval pope and he was a prolific writer.  Because 
of his great respect for the poor, it was Pope Gregory and 
the Church that became the most respected - obeyed force 
in Rome and across Italy.  He composed a great number of 
works.  Known for his magnificent contributions to the 
liturgy of the Mass and Office, he is one of the four great 
Doctors of the Latin Church. 

Spring Ember Day 
4th September, Friday 
On ember days the practice 
of the Church is to offer 
prayers to the Lord for the 
needs of all people, 
especially for the 
productivity of the earth and 
for human labour, and to 
give Him public thanks. 

ePetition to proclaim Modern Slavery Act 2018 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is encouraging 
people to sign an ePetition calling on the Premier and 
the NSW Government to take immediate steps to 
proclaim the stateôs Modern Slavery Act 2018.  
Despite this law having passed parliament over two 
years ago, it still hasnôt been brought into law, thanks 
to stalling tactics which have failed some of our 
stateôs most vulnerable citizens. 
Youôll find a link to the petition here: https://
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/la/pages/epetitions-
list.aspx. Please note the closing date for this 
ePetition is 1st September 2020. 
With the securing of 20,000 or more e-signatures, a 
debate on the subject of the ePetition will be 
activated in the Legislative Assembly.  

Men's Breakfast 
On Saturday the 12th September our parish is hosting 
a Men's Breakfast from 9:00 to 11:00 in the parish 
hall. The guest speaker is Kevin Moss, a parishioner 
and former State Member for Canterbury. 
Deacon Louis 
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