CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907
532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Good Friday Holy Land Collection - 13th Sep

This year, due to the closure of churches during Holy
Week and the cancellation of the annual Pontifical
Good Friday Collection, Pope Francis has
rescheduled this collection to 13th September 2020.
Please help the Holy Land. Your donation helps to
preserve the sacred places and supports Christians
who live in the Holy Land.

Child Protection Sunday – 13 September 2020
This day, marked by the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference, acknowledges the immense damage
caused by the sexual abuse of children, including by
priests, religious and lay people within Catholic
contexts. It makes a commitment to practices and
protocols that create and maintain safe environments
for all people, especially children and other people
who are at risk. It invites people to pray for those
harmed by abuse directly and indirectly.
A number of resources have been created to help
Catholic communities mark the day. They include
prayers, social media graphics and banners for
various digital platforms. You can access them in this
Google
Drive
folder:
http://bit.ly/
ChildProtectionSunday2020.

Revised Sacramental program
First Communion
Two preparation times will be available: Saturday
4:30 pm or Sunday 9am.
Registration and 1st class: 19th/20th September.
Class dates: 26th/27th September; 17th/18th October;
24th/25th October
First Communion will be at Mass on the 30th
October; 6th November or the 13th November at 6:30
pm. These will all be on weekdays.
Confirmation
Two preparation times will also be available:
Saturday 4:30pm or Sunday 9am
Registration and first class: 7th/8th November
Class dates: 14th/15th November; 21st/22nd
November; 28th/29th November
Confirmation will be celebrated on a date(s) in
December that we will arrange with Bishop Richard.
With all the sacraments, we ask that only the
immediate family (parents and children) attend in
order to minimise health risks,
Please speak to me if you have any questions
regarding the sacramental program or else contact me
through the parish office.
Deacon Louis
CatholicCare Marriage Preparations

Marriage Education Goes Virtual: CatholicCare has quickly
adapted to social distancing laws, providing marriage
education virtually from mid March. If you are engaged and
are planning on getting married soon, CatholicCare is still
able to provide you with your marriage education course
during this time. We expect demand to surge when social
distancing rules are relaxed further, so don’t miss out. Book
now! Call 13 18 19.

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(14 - 19 September 2020)
Mon 14/9 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Tue 15/9 Our Lady of Sorrows
Wed 16/9 Sts Cornelius, pope, martyr, and
Cyprian, bishop, martyr
Thu 17/9 St Robert Bellarmine, bishop, doctor
Sat
19/9 St Januarius, bishop, martyr
September 14th is the feast day of
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
also known as the Triumph of the
Cross or the Elevation of the
Cross. This is the day the Church
celebrates both the discovery and
the recovery of the True Cross of
Jesus Christ. The cross is the source of victory and life.
During trials and temptations our strength and protection is
the Sign of the Cross. The sorrow and the cross are not the
end, but steps towards resurrection and the fullness of life.
“We adore you, O Christ, and praise You, because by Your
Holy Cross You have redeemed the world”
Our Lady of Sorrows
(Mater Dolorosa) the Virgin Mary is
referred to in relation to the sorrows
in her life. Mary, the first disciple
and first to share in the pain and
triumph of the cross.

Chris Da Silva/Marriage & Family Officer

would like to invite our parish to take part in the
October Family Rosary Pilgrimage on Tuesday
the 6th of October at 7-8pm (flexible).
Description of the event: Preparation within the
parish church for the pilgrim statue of Mary Help of
Christians Patroness of Australia; preparation to
livestream the parish rosary evening to the LMF
Facebook page; arrival and procession of the pilgrim
statue; brief welcome, recitation of the rosary, short
reflection, exposition of Blessed Sacrament; and
procession of Our Lady’s statue out of the church.
Notes: The Pilgr im statue will be supplied. No
hospitality element to this event. Marian reflections
will be provided by local clergy.

Casimir Catholic College
Marrickville
Unite and Grow in a
Co-educational environment

ENROLLING NOW
For Year 7 2022
Limited spaces in Years 8-11 2021
All Welcome
Applications are available on:
info@casimirmarrickville.catholic.edu.au or contact
the office
on: 02 9558 2888

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

13 September 2020

Nursing resentment and anger
This week’s reading from the Old Testament book of Sirach contains a startling image. “If a
man nurses anger against another, can he demand compassion from the Lord?” To nurse
someone, whether a baby or someone ill is to look after them, to feed them and care for them, to
hold them close to you either physically or emotionally. How can we speak like this of
something as destructive as resentment and anger? What happens to us when we ‘nurse anger
to another’? I am not thinking here about ‘righteous anger’-our response to an experience of
injustice or oppression but about anger as it is commonly experienced, anger created by hatred
and resentment.
Featuring on Netflix at the moment is the movie ‘Unbroken,’ the true story of Louis
Zamperini, Olympic athlete, prisoner of war and World War II hero. Louis was born to an
Italian immigrant family in California in 1917. As a teenager he began to drift into a life of
petty crime but this fortunately ended when his ability as a runner was recognised and
developed further. In 1936 he was chosen to part of the American Olympic team at the Berlin
Olympics.
When the United States declared war in 1941 Louis was called up and sent to the Pacific
where he served as an air force navigator. In 1943 his plane experienced engine failure and
crashed into the sea. Only he and two other crew members survived and escaped on two rubber
lifeboats as the plane sank. They drifted about in the Pacific Ocean for nearly seven weeks
surviving storms, shark attacks and being shot at by passing Japanese fighter planes. Their only
food was the fish they caught and the rainwater they collected. Louis remembered praying
constantly with his companion during that time (the other had died two weeks after the crash).
At one point, when things were really desperate, he prayed that, should he be rescued, he would
serve God for the rest of his life.
They were rescued-but by a Japanese patrol boat. He was sent to a prisoner of war and then a
slave labour camp in Japan run by a particularly brutal and sadistic Japanese officer. This
officer, on finding out that Louis had been an Olympic athlete, made it his mission to humiliate
and break him, a process that the movie shows in some detail. Louis was equally determined not
to be broken and the movie ends with him surviving all the efforts made to break him
emotionally and physically.
There is much more to his story, however, than simply courage and resilience, important as
these virtues are. After the war he returned home as a hero and married the young woman who
had refused to believe that he had been killed. His experiences however never left him. He had
recurring nightmares and thought constantly about going back to Japan and getting his revenge
on his tormentor. He began to drink heavily and his marriage started to fall apart.
In an effort to change him, his wife urged him to go to church with her. For a long time he
refused, convinced that, for some reason ‘God had it in for him.’ Eventually he agreed to
accompany her to listen to Billy Graham, a very popular evangelist at that time. Graham spoke
about the power of God’s forgiveness in a way that made a profound impression on Louis since
it highlighted the terrible situation he had now found himself in.
He gave up drinking and decide to return to Japan but, this time, to find the man who had
tortured him and to forgive him. However, although the Japanese officer lived until 2007, he
refused to make contact with him. Despite this, Louis was able to visit a Japanese prison
housing hundreds of Japanese war criminals, including some who had been his prison guards.
He astonished them by what he said about his life and concluded by saying, “The greatest story
of forgiveness the world has ever known was the Cross. It is only through the Cross that I can
come back and say this to you, but I do forgive you.”
In this way Louis Zamperini was able to carry out Jesus’ command in this week’s Gospel, to
“forgive your brother from your heart.” He had every reason to hate the man who had come
close to destroying his life. We too in our own way may feel quite justified in hating someone
who has made our lives miserable. 'Nursing' resentment and hatred however was poisoning his
life, slowly achieving what his tormentor had failed to do - to break his spirit and crush his life.
It was only when he accepted the grace to forgive that he could experience healing and was no
longer a victim.
Deacon Louis
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal
obligation to report crimes to the police.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Lourdes Tee
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
Margaret Stapleton
Calio Fortunato
Francesco Caccavari

For the Souls

All deceased members of
Italian prayer group.
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Carmela di Chiara
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

