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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Archdiocesan October Family Rosary Pilgrimage
St Paul of the Cross Dulwich Hill
The official pilgrim statue of Our Lady
Help of Christians will be visiting our
Parish on 12 October 2020.
Our Parish Family Rosary will
commence at 7:00pm.
Description of the event: Preparation
within the parish church for the pilgrim
statue of Mary Help of Christians Patroness of
Australia; preparation to livestream the parish rosary
evening to the LMF Facebook page; arrival and
procession of the pilgrim statue; brief welcome,
recitation of the rosary, short reflection, exposition of
Blessed Sacrament; and procession of Our Lady’s
statue out of the church.
Notes: The Pilgr im statue will be supplied. No
hospitality element to this event. Marian reflections
will be provided by local clergy.

Revised Sacramental program
First Communion
Two preparation times will be available: Saturday
4:30 pm or Sunday 9am.
Registration and 1st class: 19th/20th September.
Class dates: 26th/27th September; 17th/18th October;
24th/25th October
First Communion will be at Mass on the 30th
October; 6th November or the 13th November at 6:30
pm. These will all be on weekdays.
Confirmation
Two preparation times will also be available:
Saturday 4:30pm or Sunday 9am
Registration and first class: 7th/8th November
Class dates: 14th/15th November; 21st/22nd
November; 28th/29th November
Confirmation will be celebrated on a date(s) in
December that we will arrange with Bishop Richard.
With all the sacraments, we ask that only the
immediate family (parents and children) attend in
order to minimise health risks,
Please speak to me if you have any questions
regarding the sacramental program or else contact me
through the parish office.
Deacon Louis
To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
canonisation of Saint Mary MacKillop
We invite you to order your free copy of
Encountering St Mary MacKillop in Prayer
The Sisters of Saint Joseph have created a commemorative prayer booklet to inspire us all to “take fresh
courage,,,” as Mary did so often. These prayers share
details of her personal journey, highlighting Mary’s
values and spirit, and offering prayers and blessings
for our modern world.
To order your exclusive copy, please go to
www.marymackilloptoday.org.au/prayer-book or call
us on Ph: 02 8912 2777

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(21 - 26 September 2020)
Mon 21/9 St Matthew, apostle, evangelist
Wed 23/9 St Pius of Pietrelcina, priest
Sat
26/9 Sts Cosmas and Damian, martyrs
St Matthew, one of the twelve
Apostles, is the author of the first
Gospel.
A tax collector at
Capernaum, Matthew left his post to
follow our Lord. He was called St.
Matthew the Evangelist, St Matthew
the Apostle, or Levi. Writing for his
countrymen of Palestine, St Matthew
composed his Gospel in his native
Aramaic, the “Hebrew tongue.”
St Pio, bor n in Pietr elcina, Italy, fr om
his earliest days Francesco Forgione
showed a strong spiritual disposition,
received visits from our Lady and had
various mystical experiences. Knowing
that he was called to become a priest, he
joined the Capuchin Franciscans. He is
the only priest to ever bear the stigmata,
the bleeding wounds of Christ’s passion,
in his hands, feet, and side. Padre Pio
also had the gifts of prophecy, healing,
bilocation, communication with angels,
and discernment of souls. Known for
the beauty of his Masses, he is often
called “the second Saint Francis.”
Sts. Cosmas and Damian
were brothers, born in Arabia,
who had become eminent for
their skill in the science of
medicine. Being Christians,
they were filled with the spirit
of charity and never took
money for their services.
Imprisoned
during
the
persecution of Christians under
Diocletian, they were tortured
and finally beheaded.

e-Petition to proclaim Modern Slavery Act 2018

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is encouraging people to
sign an e-Petition calling on the Premier and the NSW
Government to take immediate steps to proclaim the state’s
Modern Slavery Act 2018.
Despite this law having passed parliament over two years
ago, it still hasn’t been brought into law, thanks to stalling
tactics which have failed some of our state’s most
vulnerable citizens.
You’ll find a link to the petition here: https://
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/la/pages/epetitions-list.aspx.
The closing date for signing the e-Petition has been
extended to 3 November 2020.
Over 8000 people have so far signed the petition and with
the securing of 20,000 or more e-signatures, a debate on
the subject of the e-Petition will be activated in the
Legislative Assembly.

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

20 September 2020

Living lives “worthy of the gospel of Christ”
Last Wednesday the Church celebrated the memory of two early Christian martyrs, Pope St
Cornelius and St Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage in North Africa. Both of them lived in the first
half of the 3rd Century and, apart from the well documented accounts of their heroic martyrdom
are remembered chiefly for their attitude to Christians who had publicly renounced their faith,
under pressure, during the wave of persecution at that time. Some prominent Christians wanted
to exclude them permanently from the life of the Church; others advocated a ‘forgive and
forget’ policy. Both Cyprian and Pope Cornelius supported a third way, a process of
reconciliation that acknowledged both human weakness and the demands of the Gospel.
St Cyprian also lived through an experience that is very close to us at the moment. Towards
the middle of the same century, a strange new illness suddenly appeared in most of the major
cities of the Roman Empire. Many of the symptoms were similar to the current Covid-19
pandemic. When the disease hit Carthage, Cyprian noted how, in the crowded city, the people
most affected were the middle aged and the elderly. The cost, in terms of lives lost and social
and economic misery, was terrible. “Now indeed everything is tears and everyone is mourning.
Wailings resound daily through the city because of the dead and dying.”
In a society with no hospitals and only a very basic welfare system, people panicked and fled
the city “impiously exposing their own friends to danger (as if) they could also exclude death
itself.” The city’s Christian community however were an exception. Many stayed behind to
look after people in need, whether they were Christian or not, sometimes at the expense of their
own lives. The same pattern was observed in Alexandria, one of the other great cities of the
Roman world.
Their non-Christian neighbours noticed this. Writing much later, the ancient historian
Eusebius noted that this unselfish heroism won both admirers and converts. “They glorified the
God of the Christians and, convinced by the facts themselves, confessed that the Christians
alone were truly pious and religious.”
Ours is a very different world. We have an understanding of diseases and their transmission
that the ancient world never had and an access to a range of treatments and medical technology
they could never have imagined. We have also, at least in the developed world, a ‘safety net’ in
the form of policies, public attitudes to suffering and services that can minimise the impact of
such pandemics.
It is no exaggeration, I believe, to consider all of these as a working out in our history of
Jesus’ command in Matthew’s gospel “Truly I tell you, just as you did it for the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:3). Our ‘family’ is everyone in our
society whether they are Christian or not since Christ came to save all and not just a chosen
few.
What is central however is our relationship to Christ. We are more than kind hearted ‘do
gooders.’ We try, within the context and limitations of our lives to follow the way of Christ, to
be “worthy” of him and the life that he has given us. This life is a reflection of God’s own life,
a life “abounding in love and full of compassion.” At a time when it is almost fashionable to
regard Christianity as the source of all that is negative in our society, it is good to look back at
the efforts of our Christian ancestors to live the generosity and goodness of God in a harsh and
uncaring world and the impact this had on their own generation and the generations after them.
Reference: Stephen Bullivant Catholicism in a time of coronavirus Word on Fire ebook March
2019

Deacon Louis
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or
anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who
will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes
to the police.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Ruth Wilson
James, Dalisay, Evelyn
Perry Cecilio
Samir El-Kazzi
Lourdes Tee & Albert
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
John William Boyle

Death Anniversary
For the Souls
Errol Bergania
Isabelo Corpus

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Cheryl & Brendan
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

