CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907
532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Holy Father’s Appeal next weekend

Our parish will hold the Holy Father’s Appeal next
weekend for which we ask your support. Through
your gift you can help Pope Francis bring hope,
opportunity and the spirit of Jesus Christ to our less
fortunate brothers and sisters around the world.
Archdiocesan October Family Rosary Pilgrimage
St Paul of the Cross Dulwich Hill
The official pilgrim statue of Our Lady
Help of Christians will be visiting our
Parish on 12 October 2020.
Our Parish Family Rosary will
commence at 7:00pm.
Description of the event: Preparation
within the parish church for the pilgrim
statue of Mary Help of Christians Patroness of
Australia; preparation to livestream the parish rosary
evening to the LMF Facebook page; arrival and
procession of the pilgrim statue; brief welcome,
recitation of the rosary, short reflection, exposition of
Blessed Sacrament; and procession of Our Lady’s
statue out of the church.
Notes: The Pilgr im statue will be supplied. No
hospitality element to this event. Marian reflections
will be provided by local clergy.

Revised Sacramental program
First Communion
Two preparation times will be available: Saturday
4:30 pm or Sunday 9am.
Class dates: 26th/27th September; 17th/18th October;
24th/25th October
First Communion will be at Mass on the 30th
October; 6th November or the 13th November at 6:30
pm. These will all be on weekdays.
Confirmation
Two preparation times will also be available:
Saturday 4:30pm or Sunday 9am
Registration and first class: 7th/8th November
Class dates: 14th/15th November; 21st/22nd
November; 28th/29th November
Confirmation will be celebrated on a date(s) in
December that we will arrange with Bishop Richard.
With all the sacraments, we ask that only the
immediate family (parents and children) attend in
order to minimise health risks,
Please speak to me if you have any questions
regarding the sacramental program or else contact me
through the parish office.
Deacon Louis

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(28 Sep - 3 Oct 2020)
Mon 28/9 St Wenceslaus, martyr
St Lawrence Ruiz and companions,
martyrs
Tue 29/9 Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael,
archangels
Wed 30/9 St Jerome, priest, doctor
Thu 1/10 St Thérèse of the Child Jesus, virgin,
doctor
Fri
2/10 The Holy Guardian Angels
On the feast day of the
archangels, we r emember that
God’s messengers guide us in
our journey to everlasting life
with our Father. We can pray to
Michael when
we face
temptation. We can ask Gabriel
to help us say “yes” to God as
Mary did so many years ago.
We can pray to Raphael when
we are ill or know someone
who is in need of healing.
Born in Alençon, France, Thérèse
became a Carmelite at Lisieux at the
age of fifteen, She is known for her
“little way” of simplicity and
perfection in doing small things. She
died of tuberculosis at a young age,
after a long period of suffering. She
is a Doctor of the Church, and her
autobiography, Story of a Soul, is a
classic.
Guardian Angels ar e not only for
children. Their role is to represent
individuals before God, to watch
over them always, to aid their prayer,
and to present their souls to God at
death.
Devotion to the angels is an
expression of faith in God’s enduring
love and providential care extended
to each person day in and day out.

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
canonisation of Saint Mary MacKillop
We invite you to order your free copy of
Encountering St Mary MacKillop in Prayer
To order your exclusive copy, please go to
www.marymackilloptoday.org.au/prayer-book or call
us on Ph: 02 8912 2777

World Mission Day - Sunday 18th of October
World Mission Day, or Mission Sunday, reminds Catholics about their commitment and support for the
missionary work of the Church through prayer and sacrifice. On Pentecost Sunday, May 31, Pope Francis
released his message for this year’s celebration and said that the Covid-19 pandemic is an opportunity for
mission and service to others.
While the present circumstances are a challenge for parishes, your support of the needs of the missionary
churches would be very much appreciated.

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

27 September 2020

“In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus”
In 79 AD, a massive eruption buried the two cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum near Naples
under many metres of lava and volcanic ash. It was a terrible disaster and many lives were lost.
It has also given archaeologists and historians an extraordinary opportunity, “a window into the
past,” enabling them to see aspects of everyday life that would have otherwise disappeared.
On the wall of the amphitheatre of Pompeii they found evidence of public crucifixions - a list
of how much money the men who supplied the condemned slaves, timber and nails for the cross
etc were entitled to receive. It also included an ‘admission fee’ for spectators. Imagine a crowd
enjoying the Roman equivalent of popcorn and ice cream as they watched men die an agonising
death! On the other side of town, as it were, they found a small room in a private house that
seemed to have been used as a prayer room since there was a section of wall with a plaster
insert and a clear imprint of a (now vanished) cross on it.
What links these two extremes of unthinking brutality and devout prayer is the cross itself.
In his letter to the Christian community at Phillipi ( our Second Reading this week), Paul quotes
a hymn that many scholars believe was originally written in Aramaic, the language that Jesus
spoke, not long after his death and resurrection. It speaks about Jesus “not clinging to his
equality with God” but “assuming the condition of a slave” and “accepting death, death on a
cross”.
When we consider this hymn within the context of how crucifixion was regarded in Jesus’
and Paul’s time it’s hard to escape the sense that an extraordinary transformation has occurred
in people’s lives because of the death of Jesus on a cross. Crucifixion was the ultimate
punishment. In addition to the immense pain and humiliation, there was the sense that one’s
whole life was worthless, rejected by society and cursed by the gods. It is no wonder that Paul
found it so hard to ‘sell’ his message. “We are preaching a Christ crucified; to the Jews an
obstacle they cannot get over, to the gentiles foolishness”. (1Cor 1:23)
Paul refused to downplay the crucifixion of Jesus because this is at the heart of who Jesus is
for us. Jesus was more than a great and wise teacher like Socrates whose life had ended
tragically because of what his enemies had done to him. He was God who actually chose to
become “as men are,” to share every aspect of our human life. His death on a cross “was the
inevitable consequence of being fully human and totally obedient in a world alienated from
God.” (p794 New Jerome Biblical Commentary)
It is, I believe, no exaggeration to say that Paul’s teaching, based on his experience of Christ,
reversed the values of his society and continue to challenge ours. The Roman world offered
‘salvation’ to its inhabitants - freedom from war, a superior way of life and prosperity as long as
they accepted Roman power and authority. Our society offers ‘salvation’ through selffulfilment, through a way of life that is constantly presented as ‘normal’ and desirable through
the media.
Paul however tells us that “there must be no competition” among ourselves, to “always
consider the other person to be better than yourself, so that no one thinks of his own intentions
first.” This is how we become ”the same as Christ Jesus.” This reverses the culture of a society
based either on power over others or on individual self-fulfilment. This is not a utopian hope for
the future but a hope that has come out of the defining moment in human history, the moment
when God chose to share our life with us.
This was the basis of the hope that Paul offered to the people of his day and that Christ,
through his Church, continues to offer our society now.
To come to know God - the true God - means to receive hope. We who
have always lived with the Christian concept of God, and have grown
accustomed to it, have almost ceased to notice that we possess the hope
that ensues from a real encounter with this God” (#3 Spe Salvi On
Christian Hope Pope Benedict XVI 2007)
Deacon Louis
Parish Library

Our book and dvd library is looking very rundown at the moment. If you have borrowed anything from
there in the past, could you please return it/them as soon as possible - no questions asked. Many of our
fellow parishioners have found particular books or dvds helpful and we would like to continue this service,
particularly now when so many people are unable to take part in parish life.
Thank you
Deacon Louis

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Ruth Wilson
Lourdes Tee & Albert
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased

Tony (Anthony) Attard

Death Anniversary

Tess Lasala
Devito Antonia Veronica
Ciliberto

For the Souls
Isabelo Corpus

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Cheryl & Brendan
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

