CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907
532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Happy Father’s Day
Priests’ Retirement Foundation
Pastoral Appeal

This Father’s Day, please consider making a donation
to the Priests’ Retirement Foundation. Your gift will
help our retired priests receive the personal care they
need, and the ability to live a dignified life with the
basic necessities, including accommodation, meals
and medical care as required. Envelopes will be on
the pews this weekend.
For online donation:
www.ourfaithourworks.org/prf. Thank you and
Happy Father’s Day.

Men's Breakfast

On Saturday the 12th September our parish is hosting
a Men's Breakfast from 9:00 to 11:00 in the parish
hall. The guest speaker is Kevin Moss, a parishioner
and former State Member for Canterbury.
Deacon Louis

Child Protection Sunday- 13 Sep 2020
This day acknowledges the immense damage caused
by the sexual abuse of children, including by priests,
religious and lay people within Catholic contexts. It
makes a commitment to practices and protocols that
create and maintain safe environments for all people,
especially children and other people who are at risk.
It invites people to pray for those harmed by abuse
directly and indirectly.
A number of resources have been created to help
Catholic communities mark the day. They include
prayers, social media graphics and banners for
various digital platforms. You can access them in this
Google
Drive
folder:
http://bit.ly/
ChildProtectionSunday2020.

Good Friday Holy Land Collection

This year, due to the closure of churches during Holy
Week and the cancellation of the annual Pontifical
Good Friday Collection, Pope Francis has
rescheduled this collection to the weekend of Sunday
September 13th 2020. This is so it coincides with
the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross on Sept 14th.

The following article recognizes the vital role of parents, especially fathers, have in developing their
children’s faith. It’s important to realize what this means to us as we celebrate Fathers’ Day this
weekend
IF YOU WANT FAITHFUL CHILDREN, LET THEM SEE YOUR OWN FAITH—EVERY
DAY

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(7 - 12 September 2020)
Tue 8/9
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Wed 9/9
St Peter Claver, priest
Sat
12/9 The Most Holy Name of Mary

The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
day on which Christians East and West commemorate the
birth of Mary, the Mother of God. The earliest known
account of Mary’s birth is found in the Protoevangelium
of James, an apocryphal text from the late second
century, with her parents known as Saint Anne and Saint
Joachim.

Child Protection Week - 5 and 6 September

This week the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney is
celebrating National Child Protection Week for the
fifth year in a row! The celebration of this week
provides us with an opportunity to reflect on how we
can improve the ways we care for and protect the
Children and Young People in our communities.
The Safeguarding Office has developed two new
resource buttons ‘Children’s Resources’ and ‘Young
People’s Resources’ on the Safeguarding Website
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-andchild-protection/

6 September 2020

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

Deacon Louis

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

St Peter Claver was a Spanish J esuit pr iest and
missionary born in Verdú (Catalonia, Spain) who, due to
his life and work, became the patron saint of slaves, the
Republic of Colombia, and ministry to African
Americans. He is also patron saint for seafarers. He is
considered a heroic example of what should be the
Christian praxis of love and of the exercise of human
rights. The Congress of the Republic of Colombia
declared September 9 as the Human Rights national Day
in his honour.

Revised Sacramental program
First Communion
Two preparation times will be available: Saturday
4:30 pm or Sunday 9am.
Registration and 1st class: 19th/20th September.
Class dates: 26th/27th September; 17th/18th October;
24th/25th October
First Communion will be at Mass on the 30th
October; 6th November or the 13th November at 6:30
pm. These will all be on weekdays.
Confirmation
Two preparation times will also be available:
Saturday 4:30pm or Sunday 9am
Registration and first class: 7th/8th November
Class dates: 14th/15th November; 21st/22nd
November; 28th/29th November
Confirmation will be celebrated on a date(s) in
December that we will arrange with Bishop Richard.
With all the sacraments, we ask that only the
immediate family (parents and children) attend in
order to minimise health risks,

In Familiaris Consortio, Pope John Paul II wrote, “Future evangelization will depend largely on the
domestic church” (65). This couldn’t be more accurate to our times. As pandemic-stricken
institutions like the parish and Catholic school exert less influence in faith formation, the family has
taken on a primary role in introducing the faith. It is important, therefore, that parents are
encouraged, instructed, and supported as they undertake the great task of handing on the faith.
Religion sociologist Christian Smith of the University of Notre Dame has been arguing for years on
behalf of what various data routinely prove: the best guarantor that children will practice the faith is
whether their parents are practicing the faith in meaningful and integrated ways and, most
importantly, talking about religious matters at home.
That may seem an obvious point, but one that doesn’t seem to attract much attention in a Church
accustomed to relying on institutional programs (or now social media campaigns) for passing on the
faith. But instruction in living as Catholics needs more than classes or campaigns. Parents most
influence the religious lives of their children, both in positive and negative ways, especially in how
they talk about religious matters. Given that parents are able to spend a lot more time with their kids
at home these days, we need to do a better job of equipping parents to discuss religious matters with
their children in intelligent, constructive, and meaningfully lived ways.
Let me give you a couple of anecdotes that, to my mind, confirm Christian Smith’s findings as a
teacher and have been borne out in my own life.
When I taught religion at the high school level, I used to give my senior students the same test,
covering the basics of the faith. Obviously, this was not a perfect way of determining the impact
high school religion class had on their knowledge of the faith, but I thought it would give me some
insights. I gave the test to the senior students at the beginning of the year and again at the end of
their final year. I found that there was not much of an improvement. The students who came through
the doors knowing the basics of the faith, left knowing the basics. And those who didn’t know much,
left the school still not knowing much. I do not attribute this to bad teaching but to the relatively
minor influence religion classes make on the faith lives of the students; those students with a fair
knowledge of the faith had parents who valued their religion and talked about it at home.
As a religion teacher, it was humbling to realize that any illusions I had that I personally would
transform their lives and become the main catalyst in their religious conversion were just
that: illusions! No matter how varied and thoughtfully prepared my classes were, I had only a slight
influence on the religious lives of my students. Parents, whether they realized it or not, were the
main influencers of their children’s understanding and practice of the faith.
Attention to religious matters in the home plays a big role in children becoming religious as adults.
Children have to see that the faith is a source of meaning and hopefulness within their parents’ life.
It is not enough to simply teach the content of the faith. The kids need to see the living witness. This
played a major part in my own development in the faith.
When I was a teenager, my dad and I would often talk about the grounds for believing in Christ’s
Resurrection and the credibility of the first Christian witness. This was around the time of the
terrorist attacks on 9/11, and many of my classmates, knowing I was religious, would tell me that
Christian martyrs were just as fanatical as those terrorists, though less deadly. When I relayed this to
my dad, it initiated a conversation about the motives of the first martyrs such as Peter, Paul, and the
martyred Apostles. Dad asked me to consider what possibly could have motivated them to travel
across the world proclaiming not just religious wisdom but the cross and Resurrection of Jesus
Christ, to which they bore witness, if such things had not happened. This gave me a desire to more
deeply consider the faith and become a witness myself.
Let’s go back to John Paul II, who understood the contribution parents make to the faith life of their
children. As a young boy, John Paul II saw that the faith had real meaning in his family. His parents’
witness informed him for a lifetime. And so it goes today: parents are the main influence on the faith
life of their children. Plant the seeds of faith at home, water it with practice and conversation, and
thank the Lord as you watch it grow.
Adapted from If you want faithful children, let them see your faith-every day Rober t Mixa Wor d
on Fire 20th July 2020

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Lourdes Tee
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Frank Katra
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
Pricilla Conde

For the Souls

Maria Thi Pham
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

