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“Give her a share in what her hands have worked for” (Proverbs 31:31)
Our first reading from the Old Testament Book of Proverbs provides us with a kind of test case
on how we interpret sacred scripture. I’ve heard it described as patronising to women and sexist.
Even Break Open The Word, the book that all our Readers use as they prepare their Sunday
readings, says that “praising the attributes of a worthy woman because she is an asset to her
husband may not appeal to modern sensibilities.”

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

CONFIRMATION

Our parish will be celebrating the sacrament of
Confirmation at two special Masses for candidates
and their families on Saturday the 28th November
and Saturday the 5th.

Solemnity of Christ the King: 22 November
2020
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a
video message to mark this special occasion which
we will share with parishes next week.
As the level of community transmission of COVID19 declines, Catholics are called to return to Mass,
if they are well enough, rather than continuing to
rely upon livestreamed Masses where we miss out
on receiving the Blessed Sacrament, the source and
summit of our faith. As we prepare to welcome the
birth of Our Lord, Advent is a wonderful time for
Catholics to return to Mass who may not have done
so over recent months due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
To mark the Feast of Christ the King, dedicated
prayer and liturgy resources will be shared on the
Archdiocese of Sydney website next week.

Go Make Disciples - Prayer for Renewal
Campaign

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a
new Archdiocesan Mission Plan Go Make Disciples
on 12 December, the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe,
the
Star
of
the
New
Evangelisation. The new plan is aimed at renewing
our parishes as places of encounter with the living
Christ and centres of evangelisation and outreach to
our community in love and mercy. Please join us by
praying the “Prayer for Renewal” together at the
end of each Mass, in your prayer group, and in your
homes. More about the campaign in this weekend’s
Catholic Weekly.

A Prayer for Renewal

Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love
sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that
we may have life, and have it in abundance.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our
Eucharistic communities.
May they be places of encounter with the living
Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to
our community in love and mercy
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be
faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses to
the people of Sydney.
Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us1
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New
Evangelisation, Pray for us1
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Pray for us1
For more information contact Parish Renewal Team at
the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation, Archdiocese of
Sydney on 9390 5307 or
elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(16 - 21 Nov 2020)
Mon 16/11 St Margaret of Scotland
St Gertrude, virgin
Tue 17/11 St Elizabeth of Hungary, religious
Wed 18/11 Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts Peter
and Paul, apostles
Sat
21/11 The Presentation of Blessed Virgin
Mary

St. Margaret of Scotland
O God, who made Saint
Margaret of Scotland
wonderful in her
outstanding charity
towards the poor, grant
that through her
intercession and example
we may reflect among all
humanity the image of
your divine goodness.

In my view, this completely misses the point of this passage and its role as part of the inspired
word of God. The Book of Proverbs is part of the Wisdom tradition of Israel and is, as its title
suggests, a collection of proverbs, sayings and reflections on how to live life well. All of this is
done within the context of our relationship with God: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom; fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7)
The passage included in our readings is part of the last section of the Book of Proverbs. This
section is titled “The sayings of King Lemuel, taught him by his mother” (31:1) and forms the
conclusion to a book dominated by female images. Wisdom is personified throughout the book
as a female figure created by God “at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long
ago” (8:22). She is described as a gift to the whole human race. The understanding she provides
is creative and life giving “I was beside him, like a master worker and I was daily his delight
…….for whoever finds me finds life and obtains the favour of the Lord” (8:30-35)
Wisdom, or rather ‘the getting of wisdom,’ is associated throughout the book of Proverbs with
the work that we do. Praise of ‘the perfect wife’ is all part of this context of a share in the
creative work of God. It praises work that has traditionally been described as ‘women’s work’,
work that has often been unrecognised and unrewarded. When we hear about the work that she
does however we realize how complex and diverse it is. She is skilful in whatever manual work
she does; she takes the initiative in discerning the needs of the poor and is generous in the help
she gives them.

The Prayer of St Gertrude
Eternal Father, I offer Thee
the Most Precious Blood of
Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in
union with the masses said
throughout the world today,
for all the holy souls in
purgatory,
for
sinners
everywhere, for sinners in
the universal church, those
in my own home and within
my family. Amen.

How could I bear a crown of gold when the Lord bears
a crown of thorns? And bears it for me!
- Elizabeth of Hungary

When we consider this description of her work within the context of the personification of
Wisdom in the Book of Proverbs we start to realize that a whole new attitude to the value of
human work was beginning to emerge through God’s inspiration. In his 1981 encyclical
Laborem Exercens (On human work), Pope St J ohn Paul II noted that “Christianity
fundamentally changed our understanding of the value of human work. In the ancient world,
manual work was ‘slave work,’ unworthy of free men.” Jesus, he said, presents us with a ‘Gospel
of work.’ He so astonished people that they said, “Where did the man get all this? W hat is this
wisdom that has been granted him? This is the carpenter, surely...” (Mk 6:2-3) (On human work
#6)
We need therefore, Pope John Paul continues, “to consider the whole content of the gospel-the
fact that Jesus, though he became like us in all things while remaining God, devoted most of the
years of his life on earth to manual work at the carpenter’s bench” (#6). The work done by ‘the
perfect wife’ is part of this long scriptural tradition which found its fulfilment in the work done
by Jesus. It continues in the work that each of us do, whatever form it takes, since our work is an
expression of our relationship with God since we are made “in his image” (Gen 1:26). Through
our work, therefore, we have the possibility of “making life more human and sharing in the
activity of our Creator “(#25).
Deacon Louis

Thank you for supporting the CWF
November Parish Appeal

On behalf of this parish, we thank you for supporting
the Charitable Works Fund (CWF) November
Appeal. Through your gift, we are able to continue
in our mission to provide care for the most vulnerable
community that our CWF ministries and agencies
support.
For more information, please visit
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.
The Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
21 Nov
Dedication of the
Basilicas of Sts Peter and
Paul, apostles
18 Nov

15 November 2020

Reaching Beyond 2020

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
21 & 22 Nov 2020
Readers:

5:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

M Dos Santos
J Sullivan
N Dudley
P Tan
R Rita
M Peddie

People of all trades and professions are being requested by communities abroad seeking to
build the capacity of their organisations and the skills of their people. Restrictions this year
have made communities’ needs acute, but your assistance will help to develop self-reliance
and sustainable solutions to poverty. Palms Australia will provide you with thorough preparation to
ensure your readiness as travel resumes, and support on assignment
See www.palms.org.au and talk to Roger on 0431 995 058, or email palms@palms.org.au

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Lourdes Tee & Albert
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
For the Souls

Nadim, Mikel, Nazira Sara
Fr Anthony, Youssif & wife,
Elias & wife, Hana & wife
Sara
Vincenzo, Giovanni,
Domenica, Gaetano
Stillittano
Pugliese Bernardi
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Bernadette Yammine
Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
and Marisa Rulli
Manuel Pascoal Coellno
Faleceu
Henry and Tina & Family
Leah Tillam
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

