CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907
532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Advent Booklets
Scriptural reflections for each day of Advent are
now available for you to take home as part of your
preparation for Christmas
Cost: $2

Launch of 2020 Lights of Christmas at
St Mary’s Cathedral
St Mary’s Cathedral is again hosting the
magnificent lights of Christmas with the event
officially being launched on 10 December with the
lights display commencing at 8:30pm. The lights
will be displayed each night until 11pm, concluding
on Christmas Day.

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(7 - 12 December 2020)
Mon 7/12
Tue 8/12

St Ambrose, bishop, doctor
The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Wed 9/12 St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, hermit
Fri
11/12 St Damasus I, pope
Sat
12/12 Our Lady of Guadalupe

A Prayer for Renewal

Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love
sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that
we may have life, and have it in abundance.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our
Eucharistic communities.
May they be places of encounter with the living
Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to
our community in love and mercy
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be
faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses to
the people of Sydney.
Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us1
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New
Evangelisation, Pray for us1
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Pray for us1
To help promote the prayer campaign, you will also
find three social media tiles (on the bulletin board),
with prayers through the intercession of three patron
saints- Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady Help of
Christians and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.

St Paul of the Cross Dulwich Hill
Healing Mass
7:00pm Friday 1st January 2021
Celebrant: Father John Iacono

6th December 2020

Preparing the way of the Lord
The focus of our Gospel this Sunday and next Sunday is John the Baptist. His dramatic
appearance in the Judean desert indicates the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy (First Reading).
John the Baptist, son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, could have had a comfortable and respected life
as a Temple priest like his father. Instead, he chose to be “a voice that cries in the wilderness,”
preparing “a way for the Lord.”
John the Baptist had chosen his way of life at a particularly tense moment in Israel’s history.
The Romans had just put down a major uprising led by Judas the Galilean in a brutal campaign
that left a great deal of resentment among the Jewish people. The Pharisees, whom we constantly
meet in the Gospels, distanced themselves from the way of life that Rome represented by keeping
strictly to the traditions of Israel.
Another group, the Essenes, rejected Jerusalem and Temple worship and chose to live in small
monastic type communities in the Judean desert near the Dead Sea. They believed that the “end
times” had already come and that a great “Teacher of Righteousness” was about to restore Israel.
They practised rituals of purification that involved regular ‘baptisms’. Many scholars believe that
John the Baptist was closely linked to these communities.
John however brought something new, even though, on the surface, there were some
similarities between him and the Essenes. His message was addressed to all, not just to the few
who wished to withdraw and live in self-contained communities. It was a call to action, not
withdrawal, a call to ‘repent’ (metanoia), in other words, a call to a new way of life and acting.
Baptism in water was experienced once only and was a sign of ‘repentance’, a complete break
with the old way of life.
He also ‘embodied’ the message he preached and therefore “all the people of Jerusalem and all
Judea made their way to him.” They recognised that in John the Baptist something unique was
happening. He “wore a garment of camel skins,” just like the great prophet Elijah (2Kings 1:8). It
was believed that Elijah would come before ‘the day of the Lord’, would preach a message of
reconciliation and delay the coming destruction (Malachi 3:23-24). John’s “baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins” was in the river Jordan, a river that had an important
symbolic meaning. It marked the boundary between Israel’s wandering in the desert after
escaping from Egypt and life in the Promised Land.

Go Make Disciples - Prayer for Renewal
Campaign

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a
new Archdiocesan Mission Plan Go Make Disciples
on 12 December, the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe,
the
Star
of
the
New
Evangelisation. The new plan is aimed at renewing
our parishes as places of encounter with the living
Christ and centres of evangelisation and outreach to
our community in love and mercy. Please join us by
praying the “Prayer for Renewal” together at the
end of each Mass, in your prayer group, and in your
homes. More about the campaign in this weekend’s
Catholic Weekly.

Second Sunday of Advent / B

A poor Aztec who lived near Mexico
City, St Juan Diego received a vision
of the Virgin Mary. When the
bishop refused to believe Juan’s
story, the Virgin miraculously
transformed a bunch of roses she told
Juan to gather inside his cloak into an
image of herself. The image, on
Juan’s cloak, still hangs in the
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, also
known as the Virgin of Guadalupe,
is a Catholic title of the Blessed
Virgin Mary associated with a
series of five Marian apparitions in
December 1531, and a venerated
image on a cloak enshrined within
the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Mexico City. The
basilica is the most visited Catholic
pilgrimage site in the world, and
the world’s third most-visited
sacred site.

All this should point us to Jesus, who he is and what he was to do. As John the Baptist himself
said, “I have baptised you with water but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.” Like his
cousin John, Jesus lived what he taught and preached. Jesus however was more than the bearer
of God’s message, more than a prophet. He was ‘the message’, the Word made flesh, God coming
to live among us.
This is what Mark’s Gospel emphasizes in the account of Jesus’ own baptism by John. Jesus
had no need to go through a baptism of repentance but did so in solidarity with us. At that
moment “he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove, descend on him. And a voice
came from heaven ‘you are my Son, the beloved, my favour rests on you’ “(Mk 1:10-11)
Deacon Louis

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
5 & 6 December 2020
Readers:

5:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

St Vincent de Paul Society - Good Works
Christmas Appeal - 5 & 6 December 2020
Please consider and support our Christmas Appeal.
Envelopes are in the pews or through the church
Poor Box, or call our hotline on 13 18 12.
Thank you.
2021 Columban Art Calendar - On Sale - $10.00

M Dos Santos
J Sullivan
C Phillips
B Devine
J Duru
V Simms

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or
anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who
will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes
to the police.

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Lourdes Tee & Albert
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased

Death Anniversary
Joachim Lap

For the Souls

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Francesco and Caterina
Dolce and Family
Nicola & Assunta Mirigliani
and Family
Marlene Pillon
Leah Tillam
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

