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The wild faith of John the Baptist
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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Christmas Mass Times
24th December Thursday Family Mass 5:30pm
Midnight Mass
12:00am
25th December Christmas Day
8:00 &10:00am
Reconciliation (Individual) each Saturday at 4:30pm

Go Make Disciples: Launch
Archdiocesan Mission Plan

of

new

This Saturday 12 December, Archbishop Anthony
Fisher OP will launch online our new Mission Plan,
Go Make Disciples, which will set our Archdiocesan
direction and priorities for years to come.
The plan has come after over five years of
consultation with clergy and laity through the ‘Parish
2020’ process, focused on how best to ensure our
parishes are true centres of the new evangelisation so
they can nurture the faith of future generations of
Catholics.
The occasion of the launch will be marked at the
10:30am Solemn Mass on Sunday 13 December at St
Mary’s Cathedral, the third Sunday of Advent,
which will be celebrated by Archbishop Anthony
Fisher OP.
Attendance at the Mass is limited due to COVID-19
restrictions. You’ll find an invitation attached to these
notices.
You’ll find a link to register online here: https://
sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/smcmass/gmdmass/
Site/Register and a link to the livestreamed Mass here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlTfepVdBaI

Invitation to join our Parish Knitting Group

Ladies would you like to meet other ladies in the
parish? Would you like to bring your knitting along
and share your knitting skills, with other ladies who
would like to learn? Would you like to help those
less fortunate by keeping them warm when cold?
Would you like to have a chat while having a cuppa
and cake, as you get to know one another?
If you are interested, please do not hesitate to call
me on 9789 2397.
If there is enough interest, a time after Mass during
the week can be arranged and I would love to see
you there!
Valerie Simms
The 2021 Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation
course, Of Life and Love, will be held on the following dates:
Saturday 27 February commencing at 10am and
then Thursday evenings 4, 11, 18 March
2021
Saturday 14 August commencing at 10am and
then Thursday evenings 19, 26 August &
02 September 2021
To Book Online https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
For further information, please contact - The Life,
Marriage and Family team on (02) 9307 8480 or email steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(14 - 19 December 2020)
Mon 14/12 St. John of the Cross, priest, doctor
St. John of the Cross,,

one of the greatest Christian
mystics and Spanish poets,
reformer
of
Spanish
monasticism, and cofounder
of the contemplative order
of Discalced Carmelites.
He is a Doctor of the
Church for his supreme
mysticism, and his writings
include The Ascent of
Mount Carmel, The Dark
Night of the Soul and The
Spiritual Canticle.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
12 & 13 December 2020
5:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

There is something otherworldly about John the Baptist. Plonked down in the Judean
desert, adorned in skins, and munching on locusts, he was an affront to civilization. You
can almost hear polite society whisper to him, “There are customs, John. There are ways
of doing things. Surely, your life can be a bit easier if you simply go along a bit. Clean
yourself up. Wait your turn. Soften your message. We’ll introduce you to the right
people. And in time, John—in time—you’ll earn credibility and people will begin to
listen to you and even admire you. Now, wouldn’t that be nice, John? Wouldn’t that be
easier?” Honeyed words, like those whispered to Christ.
But John the Baptist didn’t care. He didn’t care about fashion or fancy friends. He
didn’t need high cuisine or sophisticated small talk. The man was ratty and dirty. He
smelled and had bad teeth. It wasn’t that John was an eccentric with a lot of weird habits.
He didn’t hate people. Not at all. In fact, he earnestly loved the motley rabble who
listened to his prophecies and ambled to his river baptisms. He pitied them. But he had
no time for the superficial practices or the empty words of daily life. John the Baptist
didn’t care about anything - anything but the Truth.
John the Baptist was his own man. He was afraid of no one. He told uncomfortable
truths and rubbed people the wrong way. Four centuries of pent-up prophetic silence
since Malachi were released in the thundering God-ordained declarations made by this
seemingly feral man. Justice is here. Make straight! Prepare! Repent! Here is the
winnowing fan! Here the unquenchable fire! But so is mercy. The rough will be made
smooth! The kingdom is at hand! And with it fullness and grace!

Just released: T he Place of the K yriale - The
Ordinary of the Mass – in Catholic History, Liturgy
and Music by Marie Therese Levey rsj. The prayers
of the Ordinary, or the people's parts of the Mass,
have formed a type of spiritual chain which has
linked all the prayers of the Mass together since the
first years of Christianity. The current book is a
response by the author to a need expressed by fellow
parish musicians to know more about the origin of
the people’s sung parts of the Mass. In this work the
reader will meet well known saints who loved to
praise God in song and contributed to the Kyriale: Ss
Gregory I the Great, Bernard of Clairvaux,
Hildegard of Bingen, Francis of Assisi, Dominic of
Osma. You will also meet those who made life
difficult for them. The work is full of stories of
“saints and sinners …. very human figures
(who)
come
alive
in these
pages".
Available for $30 + P&P from Congregational
Administration Centre, PO Box 1508, North Sydney
NSW 2059. Enquiries (02) 8912 4853 email
CAC.reception@sosj.org.au

Readers:

13th December 2020

S Draysey
R Lazarus
N Dudley
P Tan
B Yammine
C Alam

St Paul of the Cross Dulwich Hill
Healing Mass
7:00pm Friday 1st January 2021
Celebrant: Father John Iacono

John the Baptist was his own man, except that he was God’s. He was there to prepare
the way for the Lord, to be “a witness for the light.” He wasn’t simply a wild-eyed
howling figure barking from some lone rock in the dusty outskirts of Jerusalem. He
could see what others couldn’t - what others needed for their salvation, their peace, even
though so many didn’t know what they needed. And his fondness for yelling was simply
a matter of urgency. It was like screaming “Fire!” in the middle of the night or, as the
writer Flannery O’Connor said, “To the hard of hearing you shout, and for the almostblind you draw large and startling figures.”
But what is most striking about this saint is not his stubborn refusal to follow the
norms and styles of the day, but rather his radical conformity to God. While everyone
else was breaking faith, he was keeping it. His language was fiery but he did not seek to
destroy. He sought only to build. In all of this saint’s lack of domestication, in all of his
alien starkness, we miss how utterly obedient John the Baptist was to the will of God. He
was a revolutionary who followed all the rules.
In an age of rage and destruction, indifference and uncertainty, we need St. John the
Baptist. We need to be shaken from our self-importance and shocked out of our selfindulgence. We need to be arrested in our needless destruction and pried from our selfserving narratives. We must listen and hear. “Wake up! The kingdom is at hand! The
kingdom of Christ - the Prince of Peace, the Saver of Souls, the God-man comes to bathe
you in truth and grace. For God’s sake, wake up!”
St. John the Baptist, in all of your wildness and penetrating sight, pray for us.
Adapted from The wild faith of John the Baptist Dr.Tod Worner Word on Fire blog 24th June 2020

Caritas annual Christmas card campaign, Global Gifts
People can purchase cards for family and friends and the proceeds are directed towards Caritas Australia’s
work for the world’s most vulnerable.

Global Gift Christmas cards can be ordered:
Online at www.globalgifts.org.au
Or by calling 1800 024 413

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Lourdes Tee & Albert
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Mary O’Brien
Domenico Badolato

Death Anniversary

For the Souls

Giovanni-Kollias, Giovanni
Stillittano, Carmela Taverna,
Maria & Vincenza Stillittano
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Joseph & Chris
Ricardo Jose
Leah Tillam
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott
Elizabeth (thanksgiving
prayer)

