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“She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what these words could mean”
Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel unfolds in three steps. To begin with, in reaction to the
angel’s greeting, she is troubled and pensive. Her reaction however is different to that of
Zechariah when he was told by the same angel that his wife Elizabeth would be the mother of
John the Baptist (Lk 1:12). He was troubled and “fear fell upon him.” In Mary’s case the first
words are the same (she was troubled) but what follows is not fear but an interior reflection on
the angel’s greeting.

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Christmas Mass Times
24th December Thursday Family Mass 5:30pm
Midnight Mass
12:00am
25th December Christmas Day
8:00 &10:00am
Reconciliation (Individual) each Saturday at 4:30pm

Go Make Disciples

Thank you to all our parishes and Eucharistic
communities for your support following last week’s
successful launch of our new Archdiocesan Mission
Plan, Go Make Disciples.
The plan has come after over five years of
consultation with clergy and laity through the
‘Parish 2020’ process, focused on how best to ensure
our parishes are true centres of the new
evangelisation so they can nurture the faith of future
generations of Catholics.
Visit the Go Make Disciples website (http://
www.gomakedisciples.org.au) where you’ll find a
downloadable copy of the full plan and a summary
version.
You can watch and share Archbishop Fisher’s
homily, delivered at last Sunday’s Mass at St Mary’s
Cathedral
herehttps://drive.google.com/file/
d/1a0BtWQGGuWrmemAFtU917yOnQnQ0tv7m/
view?ts=5fd6a743
Please also help us promote the plan more broadly
by sharing the attached social media tiles on your
parish Facebook and Instagram platforms.

20th December 2020

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(21 - 26 December 2020)
Mon 21/12 St Peter Canisius, priest, doctor
Wed 23/12 St John of Kanty, priest
Fri
25/12 The NATIVITY of the LORD
(Christmas)
Sat
26/12 St Stephen, the first martyr
If you have too much to do,
with God’s help you will find
time to do it all.

- St Peter Canisius

Fight all error
but do it with
good humour,
patience, kindness and love.
Harshness will
damage your
own soul and
spoil the best cause.

She ponders (dialogues within herself) over what the greeting of God’s messenger could
mean. So one very significant feature of the image of the mother of Jesus is already present here.
We will encounter it again in two similar situations in the Gospel: her inner engagement with the
Word - the shepherds coming to see the baby Jesus (Lk 2:19); the child Jesus in the Temple with
the teachers of the Law (Lk 2:51)
She does not remain locked in her initial troubled state at the closeness of God in his angel but
she seeks to understand. So Mary appears as a fearless woman, one who remains composed even
in the presence of something completely unprecedented. At the same time she stands before us as
a woman of great interiority. She holds heart and mind in harmony and seeks to understand the
context, the overall significance of God’s message.
In this way, she becomes an image of the Church, as she considers the word of God, tries to
understand it in its entirety and guards in her memory the things that have been given to her….
Mary becomes a mother through her “yes’…. Through her obedience, the word entered into her
and became fruitful in her. In this connection, the early Church Fathers developed the idea of
God’s birth in us through faith and Baptism, in which the Word (Logos) comes to us ever anew,
making us God’s children.
The final sentence of the Annunciation story in Luke’s Gospel leaves us with much to reflect
on. The great hour of Mary’s encounter with God’s messenger - in which her whole life is
changed - comes to an end. She remains alone and with the task that truly surpasses all human
capacity. There are no angels standing around her. She must continue along the path that leads
through many dark moments - from Joseph’s dismay at her pregnancy to the moment when Jesus
is said to be out of his mind (Mk 3:21; Jn 10:20), right up to the night of the cross.
How often in these situations must Mary have returned inwardly to the hour when God’s angel
had spoken to her, pondering afresh the greeting “Rejoice, full of grace!” and the consoling
words “Do not be afraid!” The angel departs; her mission remains and with it matures her inner
closeness to God, a closeness that in her heart she is able to see and touch.
Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives pp 33-34 & 36
-38 Bloomsbury Press London 2012

Immaculata Mission School 2021: Made for
Heaven!
Start the New Year by going deeper in faith
through awesome talks, friendship & fellowship,
daily Mass & prayer, Eucharistic Adoration,
praise & worship & lots more!
When: 1-5 January, 2021
Where: St James Catholic College, Cygnet
Tasmania
Cost per person: $220 (with basic shared
accommodation), $170 (with no
accommodation) - includes food, speakers,
activities and youth and children's ministry - all
ages, families welcome
Speakers: Archbishop Julian Porteous, Fr Rob
Galea, James Parker, Paul Elarde, Sisters of
the Immaculata & lay community.
For more info or to
register: www.sistersoftheimmaculata.org.au/
ims or 0406 372 608
YOUTUBE VIDEO PROMO: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LblUX5vpqYg
Teresa Caxala is coming here this weekend (19
-20 Dec) to promote this wonderful event on all
Masses.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
19 & 20 December 2020
Readers:
The Nativity of the Lord
Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the
right hand of God.

- St. Stephen, the
first Martyr

St Joseph’s Enfield Healing Mass
Friday 1st January 2021,

Celebrant: Father Tony Alex MGL
Rosary: 7:00pm Reconciliation: 7:00-8:00pm
Prayer and Praise: 7:30pm
Mass: 8:00pm
Exposition (after Mass) & Prayer Ministry

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Lourdes Tee & Albert
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Mary O’Brien
Domenico Badolato
Emad

Death Anniversary
For the Souls

“And the angel left her”

- St John of Kanty

PRIMARY SCHOOL

5:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

M Dos Santos
J Sullivan
A Di Donato
N Dudley
L & J Scanlon

2021 Columban Art Calendar - On Sale - $10.00

A message from Aid to the Church in Need A ustralia: Thank you to all
the individuals, families and parishes who helped us support suffering
and persecuted Catholic communities, particularly in this year of the
coronavirus pandemic. We pray that the joy and peace of the
Christmas season will refresh all our hearts and prepare us to live our
faith into the New Year. www.aidtochurch.org.

Richard Paquim
Maria & Luis da Silva
Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
Vincenzo & Elisabeth
Tropiano
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Jenny Ghanem and her
family
Anna Ghanem and her
family
Leah Tillam
Ian Pinto
Rian Galliott

