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Three years ago, at a National Deacons’ Conference in Melbourne, I met Deacon Gary Stone.
He had abandoned a promising military career-at 35 he had already become a Lieutenant
Colonel in the Australian army-to become a deacon and an army chaplain. His story is an
example of the theme of this week’s and last week’s readings from Mark’s Gospel-how a healing
encounter with Jesus can lead us to a life of service in His name, enabling us to continue His
healing work.

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Il Gruppo di Rosario
Italiano Il gr uppo di
preghiera Italiano, si
raduna ogni giovedi alle
ore 10 nella salla
parrocchiale.
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Elsa George Rosary
Group Second Satur day
of the month at 2.30pm
9716 6676 All welcome
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

This Sunday the 14th February there will be a
morning tea after the 10am Mass. This will be our
first for this year and an opportunity to catch up
with people we haven't spoken to for a long time
because of the restrictions imposed by the
pandemic.
All are welcome. Please bring a plate to share.
Parish Sacramental Program 2021
This year the dates for our preparation program for
children wishing to make their First Reconciliation and
to receive First Holy Communion are:
First Reconciliation: Enrolment and first lesson:
Saturday 20th Feb 4pm/ Sunday 21st Feb 9am
Second lesson: Saturday 27th Feb 4pm/Sunday 28th
Feb 9am
Third lesson: Saturday 6th March 4pm/Sunday 7th
March 9am
Fourth lesson: Saturday 13th March 4pm/Sunday 14th
March 9am
Two alternate dates are available for children to make
their First Reconciliation: Tuesday 16th March and
Wednesday 17th March. Both are at 6:30 pm in the
church. All lessons are in the parish hall.
First Holy Communion: Enrolment and first lesson:
Saturday 14th August 4pm/Sunday 15th August 9am
Second lesson: Saturday 21st August 4pm/Sunday 22nd
August 9am
Third lesson: Saturday 28th August 4pm/Sunday 29th
August 9am
Fourth lesson: Saturday 4th September 4pm/Sunday
5th September 9am
Three alternate Mass times are available for children to
receive First Holy Communion: Friday 10th September
6:30pm/ Saturday 11th September 11:00am/ Saturday
18th September 11:00am. All lessons will be in the
parish hall
Dates for Confirmation are not finalised yet.

COVID-19 update

Places of worship are now allowed to have one person
per two-square-metres with no maximum cap from
this Friday 12 February.
Masks are no longer compulsory.
Up to 300 people can attend funerals and weddings,
providing a two square metre rule is observed.
The COVID Safe Plan for Places of Worship strongly
encourages electronic collection of worshippers’
names and contact details. Many parishes are doing
this by online registration for Masses rather than a QR
code and can continue doing so. Parishes may keep
paper records and then transfer this data across into an
electronic format. Record keeping is compulsory.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
20 & 21 February 2021
Readers:

5:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

S Draysey
R Lazarus
C Phillips
B Devine
L & J Scanlon

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint of
the Week
(15 - 20 February 2021)
Wed 17/2

14 February 2021

“I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble and you fill me with the joy of salvation”

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Morning tea

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time / B

ASH WEDNESDAY
(Fast and Abstinence)

Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of Lent. It is a
Christian holy day of
prayer and fasting. Ash
Wednesday derives its
name from the placing of
repentance ashes on the
foreheads of participants
to the words “Remember
that you are dust and to
dust you shall return.”
Based on the words spoken to Adam and Eve after
their sin, reminds worshippers of their sinfulness and
mortality, and of their need to repent in time.
Ashes were used in ancient times to express grief and
also to express sorrow for sins and faults.
(Joel 2:12) “Now, now - it is the Lord who speaks come back to me with all your heart, fasting,
weeping, mourning…”
Ash Wednesday, 17th February 2021
9:00am
School Mass
7:00pm
Evening Mass
Stations of the Cross - Fridays through Lent at
7:00pm starts 19/2/21
Lenten Program for Sydney- Receive the Grace to
Go Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion
This week, parishes will receive copies of a Lenten
program for use by individuals and parish groups.
The Parish Renewal Team will be offering an
online workshop on how to use this
resource in a parish Lenten group. The
workshop takes place on Monday 15
February, 7:30pm. For more information,
contact the Parish Renewal Team at
parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org
If you have any enquiries about Receive the Grace to
Go Make Disciples, please contact the Parish Renewal
Team at parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org or on (02)
9390 5330.
Weekly Online Lenten Group - Receive the Grace
to Go Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion
Join Fr Noel Custodio, host of The Furnace podcast, as
he leads an online Lenten Group which will use
Receive the Grace to Go Make Disciples: A Lenten
Companion.
Dates: Wednesdays of Lent, commencing 17th
February (Ash Wednesday)
Time: 7:30pm – 8:15pm
Register: www.gomakedisciples.org.au
For more information: contact the Parish Renewal
Team at parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org or on (02)
9390 5330.

In 1990, Gary was appointed Commander of the Australian contingent of the UN peace
keeping force on the Iran-Iraq border. His mission was an extremely dangerous one - to ensure
that the two sides in a war that had already claimed many thousands of lives kept to the cease
fire that had been negotiated between them. At one point he was taken prisoner by Islamic
militants and held captive at gunpoint as an American spy. He was eventually released but that
experience and his overall experience during that time left him anxious, insecure and depressed.
Realising that his life and his marriage were coming apart, Gary sought professional help but
gradually discovered that this wasn’t helping him at all. As he relived the experience of his
captivity however, he recalled another experience during that time, a strong sense that “God had
intervened miraculously to save my life at a time when another Christian was saying a prayer for
me. In gratitude and also believing that my reprieve had created an obligation and a new
direction, I committed the rest of my life to serving Jesus Christ.” (Duntroon to Dili p8)
This gratitude led him to commencing studies for the permanent diaconate, resigning his
commission as an officer and then returning to the army after ordination to become an army
chaplain. As chaplain he provided both support and Christian leadership for Australian military
personnel in some very difficult and traumatic situations, especially in East Timor and in Thailand
after the Boxing Day tsunami. After his own personal experience he was very conscious of the
emotional, spiritual and physical needs of military veterans and set up a foundation to assist
them, Veterans Care. “I had to do something,” I remember him telling me, “I had presided at too
many funerals of veterans who had taken their own life.”
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Mark describes how the leper who had been healed by Jesus
“started talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere,” even though Jesus had told him
not to. Last week, we heard how Peter’s mother in law, after being healed of a fever by Jesus,
“began to serve them” (diakonia in the Greek text). Jesus, we are led to understand, didn’t just
cure them of their physical illness, he also healed them in a very profound way. The physical
healing was accompanied by a spiritual healing as they experienced a new Spirit in their lives, a
strong desire to do something for him. In the story of the man healed of his leprosy, he couldn’t
contain his gratitude to Jesus. He simply had to tell everyone about him.
How often do we reflect on our lives in a way that helps us to identify experiences of either
physical, emotional or spiritual healing? Each one of us has moments in our lives when, in the
words of our psalm, we turn to the Lord “in time of trouble.” Do we give thanks to God for the
ways in which we have been helped? Do we just ‘get over it and move on’ or are we “filled with
the joy of salvation” and want to share the story of God’s goodness to us?
Reference: Gary Stone (with Bob Breen) Duntroon to Dili: Mayhem and Miracles, Traumatic
Stress and Trust in God Echo Books Geelong Victoria 2014
Gary Stone’s story as well as links to an ABC interview with Richard Fidler and to his work in
East Timor on Australian Story can be found on his website: garystone.com.au
Deacon Louis

ST JOSEPH’S Prayer Group, Enfield
TEACHING DAY
Saturday, 20th February, 2021
9:45 am - 3:30 pm
Speaker: Fr. John Puliparambil

St Joseph’s Catholic Church Parish Hall
126 Liverpool Road, Enfield

Parking at rear of church. Enter from Baker Street

Cost $15.00 Please bring a dish for our communal lunch.
Coffee & Tea provided.
Contact: Rose: 9642 2359 Mobile: 0412 115 961 Email: rosetwymansydney@gmail.com
Please bring your bible with you.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal
obligation to report crimes to the police.

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Fax: 9558 4909
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Sr Julianne Murphy
Helen & Robyn
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Lourdes Tee & Albert
Fr Jim Duggan
Paul Weber
Kevin Russell
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Martin Welfare
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased
Death Anniversary
For the Souls

Youssef & Evelyn Yammine
Antonius Sutjipto
Carmelo Sirna
Nello Pillon
Flordeliza Paraiso
All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
Leah Tillam

