CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907
532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi

Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am

The Synod of Bishops consultation has now
commenced and parishioners are invited to gather
in small groups to discuss one or more of the
topics for the Synod. This is a low key discussion
with responses invited to the National Team by
February 27.
The Coffee Conversation leaflet will be available
in parishes for interested parishioners to assist in
the conversation.
If you require more information can you please
contact Sr Jo Brady RSJ Plenary Council/Synod
Liaison Support Officer at
jo.brady@sdneycatholic.org

Reclaiming Evangelisation Series Continues with
Dr Mary Healy
Live Online, Saturday 12 February 2022,
10 – 11:30 AM
You are invited to attend Dr Mary Healy’s live
online address to the faithful of Sydney on the topic
‘Why Make Disciples? What Scripture tells us about
calling and forming disciples.’ Dr Mary Healy is a
professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary in Detroit, member of the Pontifical
Biblical Commission and the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, as well as an
accomplished author and international speaker.
Places limited. Registrations essential
via www.gomakedisciples.org.au

Marriage Preparation Course: Engaged
Encounter

How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged
Encounter provides you with deeper insights into
each other and into married life.
We give you a chance to spend time together to
strengthen and enrich your relationship. For further
information visit our web site:
www.engagedencounter.org.au
Choose any of the coming Weekends: Feb 19-20,
Apr 30 - May 01, Aug 06-07, Nov 12-13
If COVID-19 restrictions prevent a face-to-face
seminar, the CEE weekend will be held via Zoom.
PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
22nd & 23rd January 2022
Readers:

Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

5:30pm

R Lazarus
P Allport

8:00am

P Tan
M Portell

10:00am

L & J Scanlon

“Break Open the Word” (the book for
readers) now available in the Sacristy.

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(17 - 22 Jan 2022)
Mon 17/1
Thu 20/1
Fri
Sat

21/1
22/1

16 January 2022

“Do whatever he tells you”
Unlike the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, the Gospel of John records very
few miracles. The ones it does record however are loaded with symbolism designed
above all to reveal the nature of Christ through ‘signs’. The story of the wedding
feast of Cana is the first of these ‘signs’ and it is his mother who enables this sign to
come about.

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Coffee Conversations for the Synod

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time / C

St Anthony, abbot
St Fabian, pope, martyr
St Sebastian, martyr
St Agnes, virgin, martyr
St Vincent, deacon, martyr

St Anthony of Egypt
The patriarch of all monks, St
Anthony, born in upper Egypt,
was a wealthy man who gave all
his property to the poor and went
to live as a hermit and a life of
penance. He established communities of hermits in the desert.
Many came to follow him; he
became famous and was in great
demand as an adviser.
He supported those who suffered for the faith under
the persecutions of Diocletian, and helped Saint
Athanasius in his fight against the Arians. He died
in 356.
St Vincent was a deacon of the
church at Saragossa in Spain.
Together with his bishop,
Valerius, he was apprehended
during a persecution of Dacian
the governor of Spain. Valerius
was banished but Vincent was
subjected to fierce tortures
before ultimately dying from his
wounds.
According to legend, after being martyred, ravens
protected St. Vincent’s body from being devoured
by wild animals, until his followers could recover
the body. His body was taken to what is now known
as Cape St. Vincent; a shrine was erected over his
grave, which continued to be guarded by flocks of
ravens. King Afonso Henriques (1139-1185) had the
body of the saint exhumed in 1173 and brought it by
ship to the Monastery of San Vicente de Fora in
Lisbon and now St. Vincent is the patron of Lisbon,
Portugal. This transfer of the relics is depicted on the
coat of arms of Lisbon.

Divine Retreat Centre

Jesus’ response to her seems sharp: ”Woman why turn to me? My hour has not
come yet.” This hints at the overall plan of Jesus’ life culminating in his death and
resurrection: “The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures but
will tell you plainly of the Father”(Jn 16:25). The transformation of the water into
wine is a sign of the transformation that Jesus will bring about through his life, death
and resurrection. His response to Mary, even though it may seem harsh to us, was
intended to remind her to respect the relationship between him and the Father as
the central relationship of his life. We could compare it with the child Jesus’ words to
Mary and Joseph in Luke’s Gospel after he had been ‘lost’ in the Temple.
Mary however is shown to place her trust in Jesus and what she knows he is able
to do. Her confident authority must have impressed the servants when she told
them: “Do whatever he tells you” and they filled the six water jars without
questioning her. After all, she was merely a guest at the wedding and not the host.
Jesus too was only a guest but it was in the context of this wedding feast that “he
let his glory be seen.”
Banquets and feasts, especially wedding feasts, are themselves images of the
relationship between God and his people especially in the prophecies of Isaiah. He
spoke of “the day of the Lord” when God would “make for all peoples a feast of rich
foods and fine wines” and “wipe away the tears from all faces.” Our first Reading
from Isaiah compares the relationship between God and his people to that of the
bridegroom and his bride: “as the bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your
God rejoice in you.”
The ‘day of the Lord’ has come with Christ. It’s in this context that John wants us
to understand the ‘sign’ of Jesus miracle at the wedding feast of Cana. God is not
some all powerful force that is remote from our daily lives as some people imagine
when they talk vaguely about God ‘watching over us from a distance’, to quote the
words of the Bette Midler song that was popular some years ago but is always
present among us in our daily lives. We should therefore “proclaim his help day by
day,” as our psalm puts it.
Jesus’ miracle is a sign of God’s generous love for us. It produced not just enough
wine to overcome the family’s embarrassment at not having enough for their guests
but more than enough and, as the steward noted, “the best.” Mary’s own response,
as we have it in Luke and John’s Gospel, gives us a guide on how to respond to this
love.
Luke describes Mary’s response to the extraordinary things that happened in her
life as, ”pondering them in her heart.” This involves making a conscious decision to
take a slower more reflective approach to life, something perhaps easier said than
done in a society like ours that values ‘busyness’ as a virtue. Without it however we
will not even notice “God’s help by day,” let alone proclaim it.
Another response is indicated in Mary’s words to the servants, “Do whatever he
asks you.” Mary said this with confident trust in her Son. It also reflected her own
trust in God’s love for her and for his people, “Be it done unto me according to your
word.” As with Mary, our trust in God to give us what we need and God’s trust in us
to do whatever he asks of us has the potential to completely transform our lives
from the ordinary into ‘the best wine’ of God’s love.
This is not some impossible ideal but a reality that we are all familiar with. Think
of the life giving transformation in their lives that can gradually occur when a man
and a woman can trust each other enough to say, “I promise to be faithful to you, in
good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love you and to honour you all
the days of my life.”
Deacon Louis

The January and February flyers are on the Parish
Notice Board.
Website: www.divineretreatcentre.org
Choir Notice
The choir will be taking a holiday after
Christmas. The next rehearsal will be on Monday
31st January 2022.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding
and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You
may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross
Email:
info@stpcdulwichhill.catholic.
edu.au

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Noel Nacua
Patricia Stack
Jovito Redaja
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Francheska Bechara
Robyn, Eimy & Helen
Angelis Alima & Charlie
Jan Lawson
Genaro Villanueva
Paula

Recently Deceased
Angela Di Donato
Michael Semrani
Davina Godfrey

Death Anniversary
Joe Semrani
Camila Corpus

For the Souls

Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
Marisa Rulli
Nadim Sara, Naiim & Wife ElEtar, Foula & Husband
Moubarak, Rena Boutros,
Salima & Husband Kazzzi
Adriano De Almeida
Maria Da Piedade Da Silva

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

