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Jesus is rejected
This is a very dramatic moment in Luke’s Gospel. To understand what happened
and to appreciate how this incident in Jesus’ life was actually ‘good news’ for him
and for us, it helps if we can try to visualise the scene and how it played out.
Nazareth was a small and insignificant town. Its synagogue, the building where
people would come to pray and listen to the scriptures read and commented on,
would have been equally small and humble. Scholars suggest that it would most
likely have held about forty people, mostly men.
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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi

Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Reclaiming Evangelisation Series Continues with
Dr Mary Healy
Live Online, Saturday 12 February 2022,
10 – 11:30 AM
You are invited to attend Dr Mary Healy’s live
online address to the faithful of Sydney on the topic
‘Why Make Disciples? What Scripture tells us about
calling and forming disciples.’ Dr Mary Healy is a
professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary in Detroit, member of the Pontifical
Biblical Commission and the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, as well as an
accomplished author and international speaker.
Places limited. Registrations essential
via www.gomakedisciples.org.au

Coffee Conversations for the Synod

The Synod of Bishops consultation has now
commenced and parishioners are invited to gather
in small groups to discuss one or more of the
topics for the Synod. This is a low key discussion
with responses invited to the National Team by
February 27.
The Coffee Conversation leaflet will be available
in parishes for interested parishioners to assist in
the conversation.
If you require more information can you please
contact Sr Jo Brady RSJ Plenary Council/Synod
Liaison Support Officer at
jo.brady@sdneycatholic.org

Marriage Preparation Course: Engaged
Encounter

How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged
Encounter provides you with deeper insights into
each other and into married life.
We give you a chance to spend time together to
strengthen and enrich your relationship. For further
information visit our web site:
www.engagedencounter.org.au
Choose any of the coming Weekends: Feb 19-20,
Apr 30 - May 01, Aug 06-07, Nov 12-13
If COVID-19 restrictions prevent a face-to-face
seminar, the CEE weekend will be held via Zoom.

St Joseph’s Enfield Healing Mass
Friday 4th February 2022

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(31 Jan - 5 Feb 2022)
Mon 31/1
Wed 2/2
Thu 3/2
Sat

5/2

30 January 2022

St John Bosco, priest
The Presentation of the Lord
St Blaise, bishop, martyr
St Ansgar, bishop
St Agatha, virgin, martyr

John Melchior Bosco bor n 16 August
1815, known as Don Bosco was an Italian
Roman Catholic priest, educator, and writer
of the 19th century. He dedicated his life
to the betterment and education of street
children, juvenile delinquents, and other
disadvantaged youth.
He developed
teaching methods based on love rather than
punishment, a method known as the
Salesian Preventive System.
He founded the Salesian Society of St Francis de Sales and
the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians.
The Presentation of the Lord
According to Jewish law, the firstborn
male child belonged to God, and the
parents had to "buy him back" on the 40th
day after his birth, by offering a sacrifice
of "a pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons" (Luke 2:24) in the temple (thus
the "presentation" of the child). On that
same day, the mother would be ritually
purified (thus the "purification").
Saint Mary and Saint Joseph kept this law, even though,
since Saint Mary remained a virgin after the birth of Christ,
she would not have had to go through ritual purification. In
his gospel, Luke recounts the story (Luke 2:22-39).
When Christ was presented in the temple, "there was a man
in Jerusalem named Simeon, and this man was just and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel" (Luke 2:25)
When Saint Mary and Saint Joseph brought Christ to the
temple, Simeon embraced the Child and prayed the Canticle
of Simeon:
Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy
word in peace; because my eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples: a
light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy
people Israel (Luke 2:29-32).

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
5th & 6th February 2022

Celebrant: Bishop Terry Brady D.D
Rosary: 7:00pm Reconciliation: 7:00-8:00pm
Prayer and Praise: 7:30pm
Mass: 8:00pm
Exposition (after Mass) & Prayer Ministry
St Joseph’s Catholic Church
126 Liverpool Rd., Enfield
Parking at rear of church. Enter from Baker St.
E-mail: rosetwymansydney@gmail,com

Readers:

5:30pm

M Dos Santos
P Allport

8:00am

A Di Donato
N Dudley

10:00am

J Duru
V Simms

“Break Open the Word” (the book for
readers) now available in the Sacristy.

Choir Notice
The next rehearsal will be on Monday 31st
January 2022.

Jesus would have recognised most of them. He had grown up with them and may
even have done some work for them as a carpenter. They knew him as “Joseph’s
son.” They had also heard about some extraordinary things he had done in
Capernaum, thirty kilometres away. What was he planning to do for them now that
he was with people who had known him all his life? Quoting Isaiah about setting
prisoners free and bringing good news to the poor was a promising start. What was
in it for them?
Problems began when Jesus said, “this text is being fulfilled today even as you
listen.” This was something they couldn’t accept. Up to then they had been
impressed by his insights into the scriptures, his “gracious words.” Then it dawned
on them that Jesus hadn’t been speaking about the words that he had read from
Isaiah. He had been talking about himself. His life was the text that was being
fulfilled. But this was impossible. How could “Joseph’s son be the Messiah?”
Jesus didn’t back down, soften or even explain what he meant. If anything, he
made them even angrier by giving examples of setting prisoners free and bringing
good news to the poor that referred to ‘outsiders’, two non-Jews healed by the
prophets Elijah and his successor Elisha. Jesus’ meaning was quite clear. He would
continue the mission that God had given them and him. The people of Nazareth
didn’t ‘own’ him. Nor could they control the way he would understand and apply
Isaiah’s prophecy. How Jesus would “fulfil the text” is described in the rest of Luke’s
Gospel and in its continuation in the Acts of the Apostles where Jesus’ mission would
“go out to all nations.”
Why is Jesus presented as being so uncompromising, even to the point of
provoking the people who knew him best (or thought they did) to try to kill him? In
Jesus: a pilgrimage, Fr J ames M artin sees this incident as an important
example of the freedom that Jesus himself experienced throughout his life:
Jesus is fearless. His courage flowed first, from the grace that came from his Father
in heaven….Then from Jesus’ freedom from any desire for approval from the people
of Nazareth. .. In short, He didn’t need to be liked.
We all have a natural human need to be liked, to be approved of and to be
supported and encouraged. This is important for our overall well-being. We rely on
those who are close to us, especially when times are tough. If nothing else, the
pandemic has shown us the dangers of isolation and complete self-reliance. But, as
Fr Martin notes, “an over reliance on other peoples’ opinion can paralyse us”. We
can find ourselves in the position of tailoring our words and actions to ‘fit in’ only
with what others are willing to accept or approve of. An all too obvious example of
this is the reluctance many Christians have to express Christian beliefs and practices
in a culture such as ours, where they find neither encouragement nor support.
Another danger is to rely too much on our own experiences and insights. It’s too
easy to see all the opposition we experience as Christians as ‘persecution’. We can
at times be both ignorant and opinionated about what we imagine is the teaching of
Christ and the story of the Church. Our faith is not about us but about our share in
the life and mission of Christ. Our reading from St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians
gives us the right perspective, the perspective of God who “is love.” It reminds us
of the courage, humility and compassion we need to continue the mission and life of
Christ:
Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always
ready to excuse, to trust, to hope and to endure whatever comes.
Reference: James Martin SJ Jesus: a pilgrimage Harper Collins New York 2016
Deacon Louis
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding
and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You
may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Ph: 9558 5308
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms J o-Anne Ross
Email:
info@stpcdulwichhill.catholic.
edu.au

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Francheska Bechara
Robyn, Eimy & Helen
Angelis Alima & Charlie
Jan Lawson
Genaro Villanueva
Paula
Christina
Renee

Recently Deceased
Joao De Sousa
Chiara Veltro
Jack Estavilla
Joseph
Raffy

Death Anniversary
For the Souls
Abraham

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Nelson & Nakita & Partners
Truman
Antoinette’s family
Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

