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Be not afraid!
Isaiah, Simon Peter and the two brothers, James and John, were men who were
afraid. In their everyday life they were strong and confident men. Isaiah, based on
the evidence of his writings, was a highly educated man from an upper class family
with links to the court of the kings of Israel. Simon Peter, James and John were
successful fishermen who owned their own boat.
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Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Reclaiming Evangelisation Series Continues with
Dr Mary Healy
Live Online, Saturday 12 February 2022,
10 – 11:30 AM
You are invited to attend Dr Mary Healy’s live
online address to the faithful of Sydney on the topic
‘Why Make Disciples? What Scripture tells us about
calling and forming disciples.’ Dr Mary Healy is a
professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary in Detroit, member of the Pontifical
Biblical Commission and the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, as well as an
accomplished author and international speaker.
Places limited. Registrations essential
via www.gomakedisciples.org.au
COME BACK TO ME: Mercy and Healing
Await
Lenten Companion 2022
The beautiful Season of Lent is approaching. Let us
make the most of this precious time to gather in our
parishes and communities to reflect on the Passion,
Death and Resurrection of Jesus, using the Lenten
companion Come Back to Me. This free booklet
contains Gospel readings for the Sundays of Lent until
Easter Sunday, and spiritual reflections on the Gospels
by Dr Peter McGregor, Professor Renee Kohler-Ryan,
Mother Hilda Scott and Fr James Baxter OP and
others.
Designed for individual or group prayer, either inperson or online. The resource will be distributed
among the parishes in early February, and will also be
available for download on the Go Make
Disciples website at www.gomakedisciples.org.au.
The Parish Renewal Team, which developed the
Companion, is also providing training for those keen
to lead a group in their parish.

Support the Archdiocese of Sydney appeal
for Tonga

The Tongan Catholic Chaplaincy is coordinating an
appeal to help families left displaced by last
month's tsunami disaster.
Find out more about the appeal including donation
details
https://www/ourfaithourworks.org/tonga/

Divine Retreat Centre: February program
Based in Somersby on the NSW Central Coast,
Divine Retreat Centre has a number of retreats it is
leading in February, led by the spiritual arm of the
Vincentian Missionaries.
The February flyer is on the Parish Notice Board.
Website: www.divineretreatcentre.org

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(7 - 11 Feb 2022)
Tue

8/2

Thu
Fri

10/2
11/2

St Jerome Emiliani
St Josephine Bakhita, virgin
St Scholastica, virgin
Our Lady of Lourdes

St Jerome Emiliani
St Jerome was a Venetian nobleman
who joined the army and was taken
prisoner. After a miraculous
liberation , attributed to the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin, he
decided to begin a new life entirely
devoted to charity toward the poor,
especially orphans. He was ordained
at thirty-seven. He founded the first
known orphanage of modern times and in the ensuing years
he founded many more, as well as hospitals and institutes
for fallen women. He established the congregation of
Clerks Regular of Somascha, which looked after the
education of youth in colleges, academies, and seminaries.
He died in 1537.
Our Lady of Lourdes
The first of the eighteen apparitions
of the Blessed Virgin Mary to the
humble Bernadette took place at
Lourdes on February 11, 1858. On
March 25, when Bernadette asked
the Beautiful Lady her name, she
replied: “I am the Immaculate
Conception.”
The devotion of people all over the
world to Our Lady of Lourdes,
together with the countless miracles
that have been wrought through her intercession, has
caused one of the most marvellous regenerations in the
history of the Church.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
12th & 13th February 2022
Readers:

6 February 2022

5:30pm

R Lazarus
P Allport

8:00am

P Tan
M Portell

10:00am

B Yammine
C Alam

Choir Notice
The next fortnightly rehearsal will be on
Monday 14th February 2022.

“Break Open the Word” (the book for
readers) now available in the Sacristy.
Carmelite Retreat Program 2022
The flyers are on the small table near the entrance
of the Church and one on the Parish Notice Board.

But, when they encountered the world that God wanted them to see and live in,
all this self-confidence suddenly vanished. Isaiah experienced a vision of the holiness
and transcendence of God while he was praying in the Temple. The three fishermen
experienced God’s power over the natural world in the number of fish they caught in
their nets when they responded to Christ’s command.
The response to this experience of God was similar in both cases: Isaiah realized
how insignificant and sinful he himself was, “What a wretched state I am in!”; Simon
Peter, speaking for the others as well as himself said, “Leave me Lord; I am a sinful
man.” This is a natural human reaction if we are sincere in our relationship with God.
In her Autobiography, St Teresa of Avila uses the example of what we see in a glass
of water. It is perfectly clear when you look at it on a table. You hold it up to the
light and you can see things floating in it. This is the insight into our lives that the
‘light of God’ can give us and it can make us feel very guilty and discouraged.
But it is never God’s intention to make us feel guilty and discouraged. God wants,
as our psalm says, “to increase the strength of our soul.” In his vision, Isaiah’s life
is first purified by his experience of God in the Temple, symbolised by the hot coal
applied to his lips by an angel. He is then sent out as “God’s messenger” to remind
Israel of the covenant with God that they had neglected. In our Gospel story, Jesus
invites the three fishermen to follow him on his mission, saying to them, ”Do not
be afraid; from now on it is men you will catch.” Up to then, it is Jesus alone who
has been shown preaching and healing around the Sea of Galilee. Jesus judged that
they were ready for his invitation to follow him by the way they responded to his
miracle of the haul of fish. They in turn responded to the trust Jesus has in them by
“leaving everything behind and following him.”
In his first public speech after his election, Pope John Paul II quoted the words of
Jesus to his disciples “Be not afraid.” He reminded everyone that the continuation of
Jesus’ mission was the most distinctive feature of the Church and the reason for its
existence. He challenged them, in the same way that Jesus had challenged his
disciples:
Be not afraid! Open wide the doors for Christ. To his saving power open the
boundaries of states, economic and political systems, the vast fields of culture,
civilization and development.
Be not afraid! Christ knows ‘what is in man.’ He alone knows it.
Although more than thirty years have passed since these words were said, the
challenge they pose remains the same, becoming perhaps even more acute over the
years. Like Simon Peter we are tempted to turn completely in on ourselves and say
“Leave me for I am sinful” and many, especially our young people have done exactly
that, seeing the Church as no more than yet another morally bankrupt institution.
We have also become very afraid - afraid of the demands of the Gospel, afraid of
living out of step with our society, afraid of the many things such as climate change
and the pandemic that haunt our lives. We are also conscious of our ‘littleness’ in
the face of the enormous problems around us.
Jesus however came to free us, above all from fear. He came “to proclaim liberty
to captives… to set the downtrodden free.” He trusted his disciples to continue this
mission because he knew ‘what was in them,’ even though they would fail many
times along the way. Similarly, God had trusted Isaiah to speak on his behalf, even
though he had been “a man of unclean lips.” God has complete confidence in us to
continue the work that Christ began because his Spirit is always with us. We have no
reason to be afraid!
Deacon Louis

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding
and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You
may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Francheska Bechara
Robyn, Eimy & Helen
Angelis Alima & Charlie
Jan Lawson
Genaro Villanueva
Paula
Christina
Renee

Recently Deceased
Paul Kelly
Joao De Sousa
Chiara Veltro

Death Anniversary
Antonius Sutjipto

For the Souls
Davina Godfrey

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Aldora Afonso
Nelson & Nakita & Partners
Truman
Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

