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How often is the number 40 mentioned in the Bible? Over 150 times. This is significant,
because numbers are never used randomly in Scripture. They always mean something. Some
say that ‘40’ is Biblical code for ‘a very long time’, but if you look carefully, you can see that
it’s very often connected with stories of trial or hardship before something new begins.

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

In last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus fasted and prayed in the desert for 40 days and nights before
starting his public ministry. But we also know that he later ascends to heaven 40 days after
his resurrection (Acts 1:3).

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
Preparation for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am

Our parish preparation program for children who
wish to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation for
the first time and are 8 years of age (Year 3 in
primary school) and over has begun.
Classes are on Saturday 4:30pm and Sunday 9am in
the parish hall.. There will be four weeks of classes
(parents can choose to bring their children either on
Saturday or Sunday)
First Reconciliation (Confession) will be on
Tuesday 22nd March and Wednesday 23rd March at
7:00pm

Stations of the Cross - Fridays through Lent at
7:00pm starts 4th March 2022

St Paul of the Cross
Catholic Primary School
Enrolling now for 2023

Open Days are as follows :
Tuesday 22 March 3.15pm-4.15pm
Thursday 24 March 3.15-4.15 pm
Saturday 26 March 9.30 am-11.00am
St Paul of The Cross Catholic Primary School
Ph:9558 5308
Casimir Catholic College
Marrickville
Unite and Grow in a Year 7– 12
Co-education Environment
ENROLLING NOW
200 Livingstone Road
Marrickville NSW 2201
(02) 9558 2888
Casimirmarrickville.syd.catholic.edu.au

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(14 - 19 Mar 2022)

Thu
Fri
Sat

17/3
18/3
19/3

St Patrick. bishop
St Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop, doctor
St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Saint Patrick is the patron saint
of Ireland and one of the most
successful Christian missionaries in
history. He was a Roman citizen
of Britain (known as Patricius) who
was captured by pirates at the age of
sixteen and sold into slavery in
Ireland.

And going back into Biblical history, Noah’s flood lasts for 40 days (Gen.7:17). The Israelites
wander in the desert for 40 years (Dt.8:2-5). And Moses waits for 40 days and nights on Mt
Sinai for the Ten Commandments (Ex.34:28).
Each time, this waiting always precedes a new beginning.
After Noah’s flood, a new civilisation begins. After crossing the desert, the Israelites start a
new life in the Promised Land. Moses’ Ten Commandments mark God’s new Covenant with all
mankind. Jesus’ public ministry marks the beginning of a new way of life for everyone. And
his Ascension opens the way for the Holy Spirit to descend on his disciples (Jn.16:7).
Lent, of course, is the season of 40 days before we celebrate Easter.
Just as we spent 40 weeks in our mother’s womb before our birth, so now we’re being invited
to spend these 40 days preparing for something very new.
Deep down, we all seek a life that’s rich in meaning, purpose and love. We all want to live our
best lives. Lent is a good opportunity to work towards that by making time for quiet
reflection, by working through our flaws and fears, and by opening ourselves up to the
freshness of Jesus Christ.

He escaped back to Britain, became ordained as a bishop,
and returned to the land of his captivity as a missionary. He
is credited with expanding literacy in Ireland through the
monastic orders he established, revising and codifying the
Brehon Laws, and converting the country to Christianity. He
was not the first Christian missionary to Ireland but is the
most famous. His influence on the laws and culture of Ireland was enormous as he championed the causes of women,
the poor, and slaves while conferring with kings and nobles.
His death date is celebrated on 17 March but the year he
died is unknown.
St Joseph, the pur e spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and fosterfather of our Blessed Lord, was
descended from the royal house of
David. He was the one chosen by
God to be the husband and protector
of the Virgin Mother of Jesus
Christ. To his faithful, loving care
was entrusted the childhood and
youth of the Redeemer of the world.

But for all that to happen, we must first lose our distractions, and that’s why we’re all
encouraged to spend some time in the desert, just as Jesus did.
In the early Church, many religious men and women literally went into a desert for a while.
These days, the desert is more likely to be a quiet, spiritual place where we go to reflect. But
our focus remains the same.
Traditionally, the focus of Lent has always been on the three ‘pillars’ of fasting, almsgiving
and prayer (Mt.6:1-6:16-18). These are excellent ways for us to look beyond ourselves and
to strengthen our relationship with Jesus Christ.
But these words may be too vague for
some people today. Perhaps that’s why they’ve found past Lents unfruitful.
Here, Marcellino D’Ambrosio’s book Forty Days, Forty Ways: A new Look at Lent, could
be helpful. In it, he offers us forty practical suggestions for things to do in Lent, including
Lenten resolutions, fasting and prayer, learning, works of mercy and refocusing our priorities.
Some people have found this book very helpful.
But if you Google ‘40 ideas for Lent’, you’ll find many other creative things to do, as well.
One suggestion, called ‘40 Items in 40 Days’, challenges us to find one thing each day that
we really don’t need, and to either give it away or throw it away. Clearing our cupboards
helps us clear our minds, and by detaching ourselves from ‘things’, we can much better
attach ourselves to God.
But here’s another suggestion: Commit to a daily time of quiet prayer, but don’t do all the
talking. Simply listen to God instead, and one good place to do this is at Eucharistic
adoration.

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due
to Russia’s invasion, your support is more important
than ever for the people of Ukraine. Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.
Speaker from Caritas Australia will be at the weekend
Masses next weekend 19-20 March 2022 to talk on Project
Compassion.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
19th & 20th March 2022
Readers:

Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

13 March 2022

5:30pm

M Dos Santos
P Allport

8:00am

J Peters
G Turnbull

10:00am

L & J Scanlon

Choir Notice
The next fortnightly rehearsal will be on Monday
14 March 2022.

And why not cut back on luxuries, and give the savings to the poor? Or start and end each
day free of electronic media? (Focus on people, not pixels.)
Or read or listen to a saint’s story each day. Or write a letter of thanks to someone who has
changed your life.
There are many family activities as well, like everyone one day wearing purple, the colour of
penitence. Or working together to design a meatless menu for Fridays.
Or discussing the story of the Last Supper at dinnertime.
Or each day, everyone praying for the same intention, or performing a random act of
kindness, or doing something special for the people of Ukraine.
Or even baking pretzels with your family. Did you know that the original
pretzel shape mirrored the crossed arms of a child in prayer?
There are so many interesting things we can learn and do in Lent.
Let’s use these 40 days to prepare ourselves for something very special – a
deeper and more loving relationship with Jesus.
Deacon Peter McCulloch
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Francheska Bechara
Robyn, Eimy & Helen
Angelis Alima & Charlie
Jan Lawson
Christina
Ben Rodriguez

Recently Deceased
Reny Sarmiento
Bill Duffield
Ben Tranquilino
Teresita
Samuel Abat
Beng (Chinga) Chu
Brian O’Hare

Death Anniversary
Agostino Ieraci
Abel Frank Caccavari
Giulia Russo
Edlyn Kalman
Joseph Santo

For the Souls
Nick Pangilinan
Angelina Paras

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

