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“Go away, and don’t sin any more.”
The dramatic story of the woman brought before Jesus for judgement brings
together the central themes of Lent - God’s merciful love for us and our continual
need for repentance. As John’s Gospel notes, this story began as a test for Jesus:
his opponents “were looking for something to use against him.”
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Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
From August Baptisms
only on 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Stations of the Cross - Fridays through Lent at
7:00pm.

HOLY WEK MASS TIMES
PALM SUNDAY: Holy Mass with the Gospel of
the Passion of Christ
Sat 9 Apr 5:30pm & Sun 10 Apr 8 & 10am
HOLY MASS:

Monday 9:00am
Tuesday 9:00am
Wednesday 9:00am

HOLY THURSDAY: 14 Apr 2022
7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Followed by a solemn procession to the Altar
of Repose
GOOD FRIDAY: 15 Apr 2022
9:00am Morning Prayer - Matins and Lauds
10:00am The Stations of the Cross
3:00pm Solemn commemoration of the
Lord’s Passion
HOLY SATURDAY: 16 Apr il 2022
9:00am Morning Prayer - Matins and Lauds
7:30pm Easter Vigil - The Service of Light

- The Liturgy of the Word
- The Liturgy of Baptism
- The Liturgy of the
Eucharist

EASTER SUNDAY: 17 Apr il 2022
8:00am & 10:00am Holy Mass

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due
to Russia’s invasion, your support is more important
than ever for the people of Ukraine. Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(4– 9 Apr 2022)
Mon 4/4
Tue 5/4
Thu 7/4

Although the Law of Moses did in fact condemn women (and men) who had
committed adultery to death by stoning, by Jesus’ time this was no longer allowed
by the Roman authorities. The situation that Jesus was confronted with therefore
was not unlike the one he faced when his opponents showed him a Roman coin and
asked him if it was lawful to pay taxes to Caesar (Matthew 22:15-22). Like the coin,
the unfortunate woman dragged before Jesus was, to her accusers, not a person but
a ‘thing’, something to test Jesus with and to destroy his standing as a wise and
compassionate teacher.
This picture (a still from an evangelical movie) imagines the
scene. The woman is being publicly humiliated by uncovering her
hair, taking away her dignity as a Jewish woman. The fact that
her accusers are described as catching her ”in the very act of
committing adultery” suggests that they had been looking for
ways of trapping Jesus and used this situation for their own
purposes. Her humiliation would lead to Jesus’ humiliation as
well. He would be shown to be either a false teacher (by
rejecting the Law of Moses) or a hypocrite (not practising the
compassion that he taught).

St Isidore, bishop, doctor
St Vincent Ferrer, priest
St John Baptist de la Salle, priest

St Isidore of Seville was liter ally
born into a family of saints in sixth
century Spain.
Two of his
brothers, Leander and Fulgentius,
and one of his sisters, Florentina,
are revered as saints in Spain.
His love of learning made him create a school that became
a model for early universities. His encyclopedia of
knowledge, the Etymologies, was a popular textbook for
nine centuries. As bishop of Seville for 37 years,
succeeding Leander, he convoked various synods, notably
the fourth Council of Toledo in 633, for good government
of the Church in Spain, and he set a model for
representative government in Europe. He helped convert
the barbarian Visigoths from Arianism to Christianity, He
died 4 April 636 (aged 75-76). He is a Doctor of the
Church.
St Vincent Ferrer, a native of Valencia,
entered the Dominican Order. He was
adviser to the King of Aragon and the
Avignon pope at that time. To heal the
papal schism, Vincent travelled through
Spain, France, Switzerland, and Italy,
preaching penance, working miracles,
and converting thousands. When he
realised that the Avignon party was in the
wrong, he worked to bring them into
obedience to the legitimate pope. Vincent
is credited with healing the schism.
St John Baptist de la Salle Fr om
Rheim, John-Baptist became canon of the
cathedral there at a young age, yet he was
touched by the plight of poor children and
devoted his life and considerable fortune to their
education. In extreme opposition, John-Baptist succeeded
in establishing his system of revolutionary educational
principles. He is the founder of the Congregation of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
9th & 10th April 2022 - Palm Sunday
Readers:

3 April 2022

5:30pm

M Dos Santos
P Allport

8:00am

P Tan
N Dudley

10:00am

B Yammine
C Alam

Extra readers for the Gospel reading.
Choir Notice
The next rehearsals will be on Monday 4th April
and 11th April 2022 at 7:00pm.

How did Jesus respond? In the Old Testament, Daniel
questioned both Susanna and her accusers before finally
establishing her innocence (Daniel 13). Jesus however remained
silent and “bent down and started writing on the ground with his finger.” Earlier,
Jesus had been presented as a teacher, seated, and with his disciples around him.
Now he assumes a different position and a very different level of authority. He is not
just an interpreter of the Law like the scribes and pharisees, arguing as they did.
“Writing with his finger”, in this context, recalls the way in which the original tablets
of the Ten Commandments “were written with the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18)
As he did with the question about paying taxes, Jesus took control of the whole
situation and turned the focus away from himself and back onto his opponents. His
words challenged them to reflect on their own lives. The Law of Moses wasn’t there
to be used against others. It was for them as well. They too needed to be aware of
their sinfulness before God and their need to repent. By saying this, Jesus was
giving them an opportunity that they had failed to give to the woman they had
dragged before him.
The second picture shows Jesus looking
at the woman from where he was,
reaching out to her and ‘helping her up’.
It was an invitation to believe that she
was capable of living a better life. Jesus
recognised her failures so far but he also
acknowledged that she was much more
than the sum of her sins and failures. He
addressed her as a person, a woman,
someone loved by God and created for
eternal life.
Her story is our story as well, even if we are not conscious of any major sin on
our part. Jesus can ‘raise us up’ whenever we are tempted to define ourselves by
our own sins, our failures or our plain ‘ordinariness’. Like the prodigal son of Jesus’
parable, our true identity stems from our relationship with God. We are first of all
the children of the Father who loves us, not the product of the way of life we have
chosen to live. Repentance is simply learning to live according to who we really are
in God’s eyes.
Jesus simply takes the woman as she is, offering her a chance for real life in a
way that her accusers would never have dreamt of…..His offer reveals the call to
repentance reflecting the love of God which is always available to the believer,
“Neither do I condemn you. Go away and sin no more” (p81 This is the Gospel of
the Lord Fr F M aloney)
Deacon Louis
A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia: As we approach the Holy Season of Easter consider offering up a
Mass for your loved ones. These Mass stipends support priests in the poorest parts of the world who have no other means
of support and are offered for the intentions of the benefactor. You can also send your loved ones a Mass card. Visit
www.aidtochurch.org/masses
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Francheska Bechara
Robyn, Eimy & Helen
Angelis Alima & Charlie
Jan Lawson
Christina
Ben Rodriguez
Isabelo Santamina

Recently Deceased
Anthony R, Cabasal

Death Anniversary
Paul Weber
Franco Bortolin
Jennifer Grantham

For the Souls

Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
Nestor Belen

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

