Fifth Sunday of Easter / C

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907

St Paul is often shown in religious art as a bearded old man
but, at the time of his dramatic conversion on the road to
Damascus, he would have been only in his mid-twenties and
was in fact a younger contemporary of Jesus. The seventeenth
century artist Caravaggio captures the moment of his
conversion and what it meant for Paul’s life. Paul (or Saul as he
then was) is a young man, a soldier with a sword at his side.
But he is on the ground with his arms raised up. He is helpless
before what he has just experienced. The horse that he had
been riding is in a prominent place, representing the proud way
of life that was no longer to be his.

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi

Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
From August Baptisms
only on 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

17th May 7:00pm Information and registration night
1st session: 28th May 4:30pm/29th May 9:00am
2nd session: 4th June 4:30pm/5th June 9:00am
3rd session: 11th June 4:30pm/ 12th June 9:00am
4th session: 18th June 4:30pm/ 19th June 9:00am

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(16 - 21 May 2022)

Wed
Fri
Sat

18/5
20/5
21/5

Confirmation Mass: 10:00am 25th June

Sign an ePetition against
Euthanasia Laws in NSW
Please sign the paper
petition this weekend.
The paper petition will be
distributed for your signature
and will be collected after
Mass and returned to the
Archdiocese of Sydney as
soon as possible

Didaskó – Online Catholic Adult Faith
Formation
The Parish Renewal Team is offering Sydney
Catholics an opportunity to grow in their faith with
spiritual, intellectual, human and practical formation.
With a new short course on offer each
month, Didaskó seeks to respond to Christ’s Great
Commission to “teach them the commands I have
given you” (Mt 28:20), by building a culture of
formation in our parishes. Courses are delivered
online over three evenings by some of Sydney’s best
Catholic formators including Rev. Dr Gregory
Morgan and Prof. Tracey Rowland. Cost: $25 per
course.
Bishop Umbers will present the first Didaskó course
on Wednesdays 1 and 8 June, and Tuesday 14 June
from 7:30pm – 8:45pm, with the topic “What
Catholic Christians Believe: An Introduction to the
Catechism.”
Register at www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events/.
For more information, contact Helen Wagner
at parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org.
An A4 flyer is on the bulletin board which outlines
all the courses on offer for 2022

CWF May Parish Appeal
The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) May Appeal is
happening this weekend and we need your help. The
devastation of the last two years has especially taken
its toll on the most vulnerable in Sydney: those
facing unemployment, homelessness, mental health
concerns, and more. Special envelopes are available
at the parish. Alternatively, you can learn more and
donate securely at www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.
Choir Notice
The next rehearsal will be on Monday 16th May
2022 at 7:00pm.

St John I, pope, martyr
St Bernardine of Siena, priest
St Christopher Magallanes, priest, and
companions, martyrs

Pope John I (died 18 May 526) was the
bishop of Rome from 13 August 523 to
his death. He was a native of Tuscany.
He was sent on a diplomatic mission to
Constantinople by the King Theodoric to
negotiate better treatment for Arians.
Although John was relatively successful, upon his return to
Ravenna, Theodoric had him imprisoned for allegedly
conspiring with Constantinople. The frail pope died of
neglect and ill-treatment.
St Bernardine of Siena
Born in 1380, near Siena, Italy.
Bernardine restored strict observance in
the Franciscan Order. A great preacher,
he devoted himself to the office of
preaching. He encouraged devotion to
the Holy Name of Jesus, which he
extolled, became widespread. In his old
age, he continued the work of preaching
in Romania, Ferrara and Lombardy.
St Christopher Magallanes
Born in Mexico of devout parents who
were poor farmers. He entered the
seminary at nineteen and was ordained at
the age of thirty. He worked as a parish
priest in his hometown of Totatiche for
two decades, and there he opened a
carpentry business to help jobs for the
local men.
When the atheistic Mexican government launched a
merciless persecution of the Catholic Church, a new
constitution banned the training of priests. Christopher
opened his own small seminary in Totatiche were he soon
had a dozen students. Accused of trying to incite
rebellion, Fr Christopher was arrested on his way to say
Mass, imprisoned and condemned to be shot without trial.
He was executed on May 21, 1027 with another twentyone priests and three lay Catholics. He was canonized by
Pope John Paul II on May 21, 2000.

Retreat Day “Let the Fire Fall”
Saturday 4 June 2022 9:00am - 4:30pm
Guest Speakers: Marina George & Ron Maldigri
Where: St Joseph’s Parish Hall, Parker St, Rockdale
Bookings essential: www.trybooking.com/BYXKO
Phone Helen on 0433 455 114 or Ida 0424 267 500
PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
21 & 22 May 2022

Readers:

PRIMARY
SCHOOL

“Now I am making the whole of creation new”

532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

Sacrament of Confirmation dates:

15 May 2022

5:30pm

M Dos Santos
P Allport

8:00am

A Di Donato
N Dudley

10:00am

L & J Scanlon

Paul had experienced Christ asking him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me?” Paul’s response to this question would
change his life and alter the course of history. As N T Wright puts it in his book
Paul: a biography, “What drove Paul, from that moment on and throughout his
life, was that Israel’s God had done what he had always said he would; that Israel’s
scriptures had been fulfilled in ways never before imagined… that they had pointed
forward to a new heaven and earth, a reality that had come to birth in Jesus… This
reality would change the world.”
Paul would spend thirty years travelling around the eastern Mediterranean
bringing this experience of Christ that had transformed his life to everyone he met,
whether they cared to listen to him or not. His story figures prominently in the Acts
of the Apostles that we have been hearing since Easter. Like Peter, Philip and the
other apostles Paul brought Christ “to the ends of the earth” as he knew it and in
obedience to Jesus’ command to all his followers.
Our reading from Acts this week highlights both the rewards and difficulties of
sharing the good news of Christ with such passionate single-mindedness. Paul and
Barnabas had “opened the door of faith to the pagans”, that is, all those who were
not Jews and established small communities with their own structures to continue
their work. As the map below shows, this all occurred in what is now southern
Turkey, then a part of Rome’s eastern empire.
What the map doesn’t show however is how rugged
this area is. To get from Iconium to Perga, two cities
mentioned in our reading, Paul and Barnabas would
have had to travel by foot along the dangerous road
through the Taurus mountains (3,800m above sea
level), either in the intense heat of summer or the
snow and wind of winter. Once there, they would have
had to establish themselves and find a place where
they could speak. If there was a Jewish community
there, it would be the local synagogue, although they
often experienced anger and hostility when they
started to speak about Jesus. Paul spoke from
experience when he said, “we all have to endure many
hardships before we enter the kingdom of God.’
When we reflect on Paul’s life, we have a remarkable example of what Jesus
meant by his “new commandment” to “love one another as I have loved you.” The
love that Paul experienced was like that of Jesus, it was for all not just for those
who shared his own attitudes and customs. It was a love that, like Jesus’ love, was
prepared to endure hardship and rejection and to make every effort possible so that
all may come to know and to experience God’s presence, to have “eternal life” and
“to live life to the full.”
Considering the immense difficulties he experienced throughout his life, Paul could
easily have been disheartened and given up many times in the course of what he
clearly knew as his life’s work. This can be our experience as well. Yet, our last
recorded glimpse of him in the Acts of the Apostles has him in Rome, under arrest
and awaiting trial, “proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.” It is this love that we are
part of through our Baptism, and that, through the same Holy Spirit that inspired
Peter, Paul and the apostles, gives us the courage to act in a way that will make
“the whole of creation” new.
Deacon Louis
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Ph.: 9558 5308
Principal:
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Christina
Francheska Bechara

Recently Deceased

Sr Patricia O’Loughlin rsc
John Bajt

Death Anniversary
Aldora Afonso
Alice de Oliveira
Naty Ramos

For the Souls

Maria Rosa Travia
Concetta Trovato
Venera Moschetto
Ched, Gerardo and
Alejandra Morales
Aurora Calpo
Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
Marisa Rulli

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

