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“the better part”
Hospitality, the welcoming of guests into our home, provides the context for each of
our readings for this Sunday. Abraham welcomes three strangers. Paul explains how
God welcomes us into his life through Christ “the mystery which has now been
revealed to his saints.” Martha and Mary welcome Jesus into their home.
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Precious Blood of Jesus Prayers in the
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass

Church every Tuesday in July from 2:30 - 5:30pm.
Everyone is invited.
July is the month dedicated to precious blood of
Jesus. Please join us every Tuesday afternoon
through July from 2:30pm to 5:30pm for the
Gethsemane hours devotion. This includes Rosary,
chaplet of the precious blood of Jesus and other
prayers.

Family Rosary & Morning
Tea - 2nd Sunday of the
Month after 10am Mass in
the Church Hall

Parish Renewal Conference 2022
Specifically tailored for our clergy, lay leaders and
parishioners to be renewed in the Church's mission
of evangelisation, join us to strengthen your practical
efforts through spiritual, intellectual, pastoral and
human formation.
St Mary’s Cathedral Precinct
Friday 19 August, 6 – 9 pm and Saturday 20 August,
9 am – 5:15 pm
$25 per person for parishioners in the Archdiocese of
Sydney
Registration essential: www.gomakedisciples.org.au/
prc22 by Sunday 14 August
Inquiries: parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org
NB: The pricing of all tickets is based on substantial
subsidies by the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation to
make this as affordable as possible.

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sunday 11.15am
From August Baptisms
only on 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Morning Tea - Third Sunday of each month
This Sunday is our morning tea
Sunday after the 10:00am Mass at
the Hall.
Please join and bring a
plate to share.

Natural Fertility Awareness Week this year is
August 22 -28.
Natural Fertility Awareness Week is dedicated to
helping women understand their fertility and manage
it without the need for drugs, devices or invasive
techniques.
Once learned, fertility awareness can be used
throughout a woman’s reproductive life, even when
her cycles are not regular.
The theme for Natural Fertility Awareness Week
2022 is

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(18 - 23 July 2022)
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

20/7
21/7
22/7
23/7

St Apollinaris, bishop, martyr
St Lawrence of Brindisi, priest, doctor
St Mary Magdalene
St Bridget, religious

St Lawrence of Brindisi was bor n at
Brindisi, Italy, on July 22, 1559, and died
exactly 60 years later on his birthday in
1619. Perhaps the most remarkable quality
of Lawrence is his outstanding gift of
languages (Latin, Hebrew, Greek, German,
Bohemian, Spanish, and French). At the age
of sixteen he entered the Capuchin
Franciscan Order in Venice. He completed his studies of
philosophy and theology at the University of Padua and
was ordained a priest at 23. At the request of Pope Clement
VII, he spent much time preaching to the Jews in Italy. He
was elected major superior of the Capuchin Franciscan
province of Tuscany at the age of 31 and was elected
minister general of the Capuchins in 1602. Lawrence was
appointed papal emissary and peacemaker, a job which
took him to a number of foreign countries. An effort to
achieve peace in his native kingdom of Naples took him on
a journey to Lisbon to visit the king of Spain. Serious
illness in Lisbon took his life in 1619.
St Mary Magdalene, accor ding to the
four canonical gospels, she seems to have
been the leader of a group of women who
“followed” and “served” Jesus constantly
from the outset of his ministry in Galilee
and who provided for Jesus’ ministry from
their own means. She is also described as
one “from whom seven demons had gone
out”, indicating that she had been healed of some serious
affliction. A faithful disciple of Christ, a witness to the
crucifixion of Jesus and she was also present at his burial.
All the four gospels identified her as the first witness the
empty tomb, either alone or as a member of a group, as the
first to witness Jesus’ resurrection.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
23 & 24 July 2022
Readers:

“Fertility Literacy – Get the Know How”

5:30pm

M Dos Santos
P Allport

8:00am

J Peters
G Turnbull

10:00am

R Rita
M Peddie

Monitoring your fertility health is easy when you
know how to do it accurately.

Planned Giving Program

Visit www.billings.life for more information on
events in your area.

FY 2021/2022 receipts Please collect your receipt
at the back table of the church.

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due to Russia’s invasion, your support is more important than ever for the
people of Ukraine.
Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/
Donations over $2.00 are tax deductible.

17 July 2022

In her classic cook book A Book of Middle Eastern Food, Claudia Roden notes that
“hospitality is a strict duty all over the Middle East. ’Give the guest food to eat even if
you are starving’ is one of a large number of sayings which serve to remind people of
this duty. She also notes that hospitality is a mark of honour for both host and guest.
“Beside the obligations of cordiality and welcome, there is the need for the warmth of
personal contact and cheerful company.” She also adds that the host should set
before the guest all the food that there is in the house and, at the same time,
apologise for its meagreness.
Abraham certainly displayed each of these qualities when he welcomed three
strangers and provided them with the best food that he had to offer-much more than
the “little water and bread” he had promised them at first. But the guests returned
this honour with an even greater one as far as Abraham was concerned. One of the
guests told him that, the following year, he and his wife Sarah would have a son, even
though they were both old. This child was Isaac, the son God had promised, when he
had told Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation.
This ‘reversal of roles’ as it were, where the guest becomes the host by providing
even more than the original host had to offer, is also the theme of our Gospel reading.
Martha had invited Jesus to her house-a very bold step since women in Israel did not
invite men into their homes unless they were very close relatives. Jesus however is no
ordinary guest. Martha addresses him as “Lord” (Kyrie) and goes to a lot of trouble to
prepare an appropriate meal for him - a mezze, a spread of several different dishes
placed before him all at once.
Meanwhile, her sister Mary was “sitting at the Lord’s feet, listening to him”. This too
was a very bold move. Only men could sit at a rabbi’s feet and listen to his teachings.
Martha complained to Jesus about her sister’s failure to help her in their duty as
hosts, breaching perhaps, in her anger, a basic rule of hospitality-never involve guests
in a family’s disagreements.
Jesus’ reply in Mary’s defence might seem equally critical of Martha. It can also be
seen as a gentle reminder to Martha as to why she had gone to so much trouble in
inviting him and then preparing a special meal for him in the first place. She had
missed the point of Jesus’ visit. His reply alluded to both the meal with its several
courses (parts/portions) and the words of the psalm “O Lord, it is you who are my
portion and my cup…the lot marked out for me is my delight” (psalm 15). The guest
had become the host who gave the best he had to offer - himself - to all those who,
like Mary, were prepared to put aside their concerns and welcome him into their lives.
The focus of this Gospel story is therefore neither Martha nor Mary but Jesus
himself. Jesus is, as St Paul says, “God’s purpose hidden for generations and now
revealed to us.” How do we come to know this “purpose” and welcome Jesus into our
lives? Both sisters were, each in their own way, very generous and wholehearted in
the way they welcomed Jesus. Martha’s busyness however, even though it was in a
good cause, ‘distracted’ her from what should have been her primary concern, paying
attention to him. “Martha is busy about offering hospitality to Jesus. But he has a
deeper hospitality to set before them: the hospitality of his word, ‘the better part’
which Mary has chosen to take in.” (Brendan Byrne The Hospitality of God: a reading
of Luke’s Gospel)
There is a warning here for anyone actively involved in ‘doing good things’ either for
society or the Church or just being simply too busy. It is very easy to lose sight of the
true purpose of our activity when we are “distracted” and “worry and fret over many
things”. It is always tempting to identify our pet projects and issues with what the
Lord actually wants from us. The correct approach and the only one which can help us
find God’s purpose in the many activities that we think are so important is the one
adopted by Mary: to “sit at the Lord’s feet” in prayer and hear what he wants from us.
Deacon Louis

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide
support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Elmano Belo
Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Natalina Gallace
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Christina
Francheska Bechara
Bonifacio Su Ramo III

Recently Deceased
Francesco Balastrieri

Death Anniversary
Gerard Allport
Alice de Oliveira
Francesco Geracitano

For the Souls

Camila, Enrique &
Isabelo Corpus
Tomasa Querubin

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

