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Being a committed disciple of Jesus

532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC
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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi

First Communion
Our children's First Communion Mass will be on
Saturday the 17th September at 10:00am

Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Morning Tea Sunday
3rd Sunday of the Month
after 10:00am Mass

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

There will be 4 preparation classes for the children
either at 4:30pm Saturday or 9am Sunday in the
parish hall
Dates remaining for these classes are:
3rd/4th September; 10th/11th September.

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(5 - 10 September 2022)
Thu

8/9

Fri

9/9

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
St Peter Claver, priest

Please speak to Deacon Louis if you have any
questions.

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal 2022

This weekend marks the start of the Priests’
Retirement Foundation Appeal.
Your generous donations support
our sick and retired priests,
providing
them with appropriate
accommodation and assistance with
transition into retirement, medical
care, pastoral and other practical
support – to give them
a life of relative comfort and dignity
in retirement. To donate, visit
www.ourfaithourworks.org/prf or scan the QR
Code.

Didaskō Online Adult Faith Formation
All are welcome to join our next Didaskō short
course with Prof. Renée Köhler-Ryan as she
presents on the topic: “How Catholics Can Quietly
Transform the World: the Church’s Unknown
Treasure of Social Teaching.” The course will be
delivered online over three evenings, with time
for question and answer.
Dates and time: Wednesdays 7, 14 and 21
September | 7:30pm – 8:45pm
Where: Online via Zoom
Cost: $25 (includes three sessions)
Register at www.gomakedisciples.org.au/casevents/.
For more information, contact Helen Wagner
at parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org

Catholic Men’s Fellowship

Catholic Men’s Formation and Prayer Group
currently meet Thursdays 8pm till 9pm, via online
conference (zoom). We are a group of men who have
met on a regular basis over the past ten years. We
invite men to various formation programs, and to
conclude with Prayer of the Church. Our chaplain is
Deacon Louis Azzopardi. We are currently using
Kapaun’s Men, Virtue Series.
For details on how to connect, contact Lee Caruana
via email leecaruana@hotmail.com
Choir Notice

The next rehearsal will be on Monday 5th September
2022 at 7:00pm

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
This feast originated in Jerusalem about the sixth
century, a development of the feast of the basilica known
as the basilica “of holy Mary where she was born” and
now known as the basilica of St Ann.
In the little Galilean village of Nazareth there dwelt a
holy couple of the royal race of David, whose names
were Joachim and Ann. They were already far advanced
in years, and had almost ceased to hope that God would
bless them with a child, when a long-felt desire of their
hearts was gratified by the birth of a daughter, who
would be forever blessed among women and make the
names of Joachim and Ann known and honoured
through all future ages. This child was called Mary, the
chosen one of Adam’s race, destined to be the Mother of
Jesus Christ Who became her Child, to redeem and save
the world.
PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
10 - 11 September 2022
Readers:

4 September 2022

5:30pm

R Lazarus
M Dos Santos

8:00am

P Tan
M El Khoury

10:00am

S Samrani
M Portell

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia:
ACN is the Pontifical Foundation dedicated to supporting
the suffering and persecuted Church.
Please consider leaving an eternal legacy by remembering
Aid to the Church in Need in your will. This gift will ensure
that the light of faith continues to shine brightly throughout
the world and that persecuted, and suffering
Christians will be cared for and given a
voice. When you leave a gift in your will to
ACN you can also rest assured that ACN
will arrange Masses for the eternal repose of
your soul. Visit www.aidtochurch.org/
legacies

A very ancient tradition from the time of Ignatius of
Antioch (died 107) tells us that Onesimus, the young
runaway slave converted by St Paul who is the subject of his
letter to Philemon (our Second Reading), later became
Bishop of Ephesus. He is venerated as a martyr, as shown in
this icon, in both the Orthodox and Catholic Church.
As a young man, his conversion and his relationship with
him put St Paul in an extremely difficult position. Onesimus
was a runaway slave and the punishment for runaway slaves was often death by
crucifixion as a warning to other slaves. Paul was also in prison in Ephesus ‘for
disturbing the peace’ at the time he wrote this letter. His preaching had resulted in
a riot stirred up by all those who benefited from their association with the great
Temple of the goddess Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.
Harbouring a runaway slave was a serious crime and would have made Paul’s
position even worse. In addition, Onesimus’ master Philemon was a leader of the
Christian community at Colossae which was not far from Ephesus. Paul addresses
Philemon warmly at the start of his letter as “our dear friend and co-worker”.
How did Paul resolve this very complex and delicate situation he found himself in?
Why is it important for us to reflect on now, nearly two thousand years later? The
answer to both of these questions is there in the perspective that guided Paul in his
decisions. Paul had shared the good news of Christ with Onesimus in a way that
created a personal bond between them-like father and son, Paul says. Christ had
set Onesimus free from the slavery of sin just as he had set Paul and all of
humanity free.
Legally, however, the young man remained a slave, a situation that Paul was
powerless to change. Slavery was an indispensable part of the ancient world and
anyone could become a slave as it wasn’t based on race. You could, for example, be
on the losing side of a war or get yourself hopelessly into debt. In the Roman world
however slaves had some legal protection and conditions obviously varied
depending on where and by whom you were ‘employed’.
Paul often refers to the experience of slavery in his letters. He describes his
mission of preaching the Gospel as “making myself a slave to all so that I might win
more to Christ”(1 Cor.9:19), just as, in the letter to Philemon, he describes himself
as “a prisoner of Christ Jesus” when he is actually in prison. He also included
slavery as one of the differences between us that Christ had come to abolish when
he reconciled us to God through his life, death and resurrection. Some years earlier,
he had written to the Christian community of Galatia that, because of Christ, “there
is no longer Jew or Greek, ..male or female…slave or free. You are one in Christ
Jesus.”(Gal 3:28)
In his biography of St Paul, the scripture scholar N. T. Wright comments that the
situation Paul found himself in now with Onesimus was an opportunity to practise
what he preached. “If all that he had said was real and not just a grandiose idea in
his head, it had to work ‘on the ground’ with real Jews, real Greeks, real men and
real women, real slaves and real masters”. The key phrase in this description of the
new way of life that Paul said Christ had come to give is “in Christ Jesus”. Our
baptism, when we become “children of God through Christ”(Gal 3:25) creates a
whole new set of relationships between us that cut across the relationships we
make ourselves and the barriers we have created between us.
In this new world, Onesimus and Philemon are no longer slave and master but
“brothers……especially dear to you but how much more to me”. Wright goes on to
say that Paul sees his role as one of reconciling these two men “in Christ” through a
series of actions, including this letter, that puts into practice (embodies) Christ’s
work of reconciling all of humanity to God. He also notes that this was a very risky
strategy that demanded a lot from all concerned, Paul, as well as Onesimus and
Philemon. In this way all three were being challenged in their own way to respond
to the demand Christ makes to each one of us if we wish to follow Christ and share
in his work of reconciling the world to God: “Anyone who does not carry his cross
and come after me cannot be my disciple.”
Reference: N.T. Wright Paul:a biography Harper Collins Publishers New York 2020
Deacon Louis
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Roger Pinawin
Len Doran
Gener Carnay
Joji
James Genco
Len Doran
Gener Carnay Joji
Elmano Belo
Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Christina
Francheska Bechara
Bonifacio Su Ramo III

Recently Deceased

Charles Dlask
Charmaine Legazpi Zappia

Death Anniversary

Pricilla & Andres Paraiso
Albert Lavilles
Sayed Yammine

For the Souls

Manuel & Rosa Soares
Ivone Goncalves

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

