CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS
Catholic Parish of Dulwich Hill, Archdiocese of Sydney, Established in 1907

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time / C

“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them”

532 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203
PO Box 149 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 Ph: 9558-3257 Fax: 9559-3752
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPotC
Website: dulwichhillparish.org.au
Email: church@dulwichhillparish.org.au, or

secretary@dulwichhillparish.org.au

Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi

First Communion
Our children's First Communion Mass will be on
Saturday the 17th September at 10:00am

Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Morning Tea Sunday
3rd Sunday of the Month
after 10:00am Mass

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(12 - 17 September 2022)

There will be 4 preparation classes for the children
either at 4:30pm Saturday or 9am Sunday in the
parish hall
The remaining last days for these classes are:
10th/11th September.

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

12/9
13/9
14/9
15/9
16/9

Please speak to Deacon Louis if you have any
questions.

Sat

17/9

Lourdes Tee
At our 10am Mass this Sunday we will pray for
Lourdes Tee as we mark the first anniversary of her
death. Lourdes had an important role in the life of
our parish especially with the Filipino community.
For many years she was the organiser of the Fiesta
in honour of Our Lady of Perpetual Help as well as
many other activities that have helped build up our
parish community. We will also pray for her son
Albert who died some months before her
Morning Tea
We will have morning tea next Sunday the
18th September after the 10am Mass. Please bring a
plate to share.

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal 2022

On behalf of this parish, we thank you for
supporting Priests’ Retirement
Foundation Appeal. Thr ough
your gift, we are able to continue in
our mission to provide care for our
growing number of sick and retired
priests in the Archdiocese of
Sydney. If you missed the special
collection you can still donate visit
www.ourfaithourworks.org/prf or
scan the QR Code.
or through Appeal envelopes
available at the back table of the Church.

Catholic Men’s Fellowship

Catholic Men’s Formation and Prayer Group
currently meet Thursdays 8pm till 9pm, via online
conference (zoom). We are a group of men who
have met on a regular basis over the past ten years.
We invite men to various formation programs, and
to conclude with Prayer of the Church. Our chaplain
is Deacon Louis Azzopardi. We are currently using
Kapaun’s Men, Virtue Series.
For details on how to connect, contact Lee Caruana
via email leecaruana@hotmail.com

The Most Holy Name of Mary
St John Chrysostom, bishop, doctor
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Our Lady of Sorrows
Sts Cornelius, pope, martyr, and
Cyprian, bishop, martyr
St Robert Bellarmine, bishop, doctor

The Feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross,
celebrated every year on
September 14, recalls three
historical events: the finding
of the True Cross by Saint
Helena, the mother of the
emperor Constantine; the
dedication of churches built
by Constantine on the site
of the Holy Sepulchre and
Mount Calvary; and the
restoration of the True
Cross to Jerusalem by the emperor Heraclius II. But
in a deeper sense, the feast also celebrates the Holy
Cross as the instrument of our salvation. This
instrument of torture, designed to degrade the worst
of criminals, became the life-giving tree that reversed
Adam's Original Sin when he ate from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden.
PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
17 - 18 September 2022
Readers:

11 September 2022

5:30pm

M Dos Santos
P Allport

8:00am

J Peters
G Turnbull

10:00am

L & J Scanlon

St Joseph’s Prayer Group, Enfield
Teaching Day
Saturday, 24th September 2022
9:45am—3:30pm
Speaker: Fr. Mirko Integlia

“Holy Spirit: Who Are You?”
St Joseph’s Catholic Church Parish Hall
126 Liverpool Road, Enfield
Parking at rear of church. Enter from Baker St.
Cost: $15.00
Please bring a dish for our communal lunch.
Coffee & Tea provided
Contact: Rose 9642 2359 Mobile 0412 115 961
Email: rosetwymansydney@gmail.com
Please bring your bible with you.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide
support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

The focus of each of the three parables Jesus tells to the scribes and Pharisees
who complained that he “welcomes sinners and eats with them” is the
incomprehensible mercy of God. ‘Incomprehensible’, because, as each of the
parables progress, they describe actions that no ordinary person would consider
reasonable. A shepherd who abandons his flock to look for one sheep that has
strayed. A woman who throws a party to celebrate finding one small coin that she
had lost. A father who welcomes home a son who had humiliated him and acted as
if his father was already dead. Anyone listening to Jesus would have concluded that
the shepherd was stupid; the woman out of her mind and the father was a fool with
no sense of self-respect.
As interpreters and teachers of the Law of Moses, the scribes and Pharisees were
convinced that they had the right way to deal with all those who did not keep God’s
Law. “Pharisees” means ‘the separated ones’ and so they kept apart from all those
they considered to be sinners. Jesus responded to their approach with parables that
questioned both their understanding of God and their attitude to all those they
believed to be separated from God. “God’s thoughts are not our thoughts; his ways
are not our ways” (Isaiah 55:8)
In his teaching on the mercy of God (Dives in Misericordia) Pope John Paul II
notes that Jesus’ parables, especially the Parable of the Prodigal Son, are grounded
in the way a deeper understanding of God gradually developed in the Old
Testament: “The conduct of the father in the parable and his whole behaviour,
which manifests his internal attitude, enables us to rediscover the individual threads
of the Old Testament vision of God’s mercy in a synthesis which is totally new and
full of simplicity and depth”(#6). We see this in our Reading from the Book of
Exodus where God does not punish Israel for its faithlessness after Moses had
reminded God of the promise that he had made to Abraham and how he had freed
Israel from slavery.
John summed up this understanding of God very simply when he wrote in one of
his letters “God is love”. Although the son in the parable had shamed his father,
had left his family and squandered all that his father had given him, he knew that
he had a home to go back to, even though this sense was perhaps only a
subconscious one. The father would be there waiting for him even though, the son
thought, he would accept him only as a servant not as his son. The welcome he
received however was beyond what he expected. “The father of the prodigal son is
faithful to his fatherhood, faithful to the love that he always lavished on his
son”(#6).
Each of these parables highlight different aspects of God’s love for us. They
definitely do not imply that God ‘accepts us as we are’ without any need of
repentance but are an expression of the nature of God’s love for us. None of us are
lost beyond all hope, or worthless to God, no matter what we have done with our
lives. God can go to what we would consider extreme lengths to search for us and
find us. The most extraordinary story I have ever heard is the story of Clayton
Fountain, a man convicted of murder by a military court in the United States who
then managed to kill three others while in a maximum security prison. His story
was so shocking that it featured in a local newspaper. A woman whose own life was
full of problems wrote to him, sent him a New Testament and told him not to give
up on himself.
Clayton did nothing about this for a couple of years but then started reading the
New Testament. Much later, both out of boredom and a growing sense that there
was something here that he had never experienced before, he asked for books
about Christ. He wanted to be baptised but the prison chaplain didn’t take his
request seriously. He did however mention Clayton’s story and his request to a
friend of his who was a Benedictine monk at a nearby monastery. A series of
conversations by mail and later, in person, began between the two men with the
monk becoming increasingly convinced that Clayton was undergoing an experience
of genuine repentance and conversion.
Clayton was eventually baptised and, through the influence of the monk who
became both his friend and spiritual advisor, came to regard his prison cell as ‘a
different kind of cell’. His journey has been described as the spiritual journey of
someone “precious only to God” and proof that there are no limits to God’s mercy.
He died in prison in 2004.
Reference: W. Paul Jones A different kind of cell: the story of a murderer who
became a monk W .B. Eerdmans P ublishing Company New Y ork 20
Deacon Louis
Choir Notice

The next rehearsal will be on Monday 19th September 2022 at 7:00pm

PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Ph.: 9558 5308
Principal:
Ms Frances Stewart
REC: Ms Chr istine Br ais
Family Educ: Tania Chahoud
Email:
info@stpcdulwichhill.catholic.
edu.au

With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Roger Pinawin
Len Doran
Gener Carnay
Joji
James Genco
Len Doran
Gener Carnay Joji
Elmano Belo
Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Christina
Francheska Bechara
Bonifacio Su Ramo III

Recently Deceased
Charles Dlask

Death Anniversary

Margaret Stapleton
Lourdes Tee
Albert Lavilles
Nello Pillon
Pricilla & Andres Paraiso

For the Souls

Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
and Marisa Rulli
Antonino Travia
Paulo Travia
Antonino Trovato
Carmela Amore
Manuel & Rosa Soares
Ivone Goncalves

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions

Henry & Tina and my Family
Leah Tillam

