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“No servant can be the slave of two masters”
Part of the effectiveness of Jesus’ parables lay in their use of characters who were
not considered honourable to be the ‘heroes’ of the story. Last week we heard
about the shepherd who abandoned ninety nine sheep to look for one that was lost,
earlier we heard about the good Samaritan (a hated enemy) and later we will hear
about the tax collector who was more prayerful than the pious Pharisee. This week’s
parable continues in the same way. The dishonest but shrewd steward acts in a way
that all “the children of light” can learn from.
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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi

First Communion
First Communion Mass this Saturday the
17th September at 10:00am

Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Morning Tea Sunday
3rd Sunday of the Month
after 10:00am Mass

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am

Paul Alexander James
Paul James, Fr Andrew's father, died last Tuesday
after a long period of ill health. His funeral will be at
St Paul of the Cross at 11:30am on Monday the
26th September. May he rest in peace. Please pray
for him and also for Fr Andrew and his family during
this sad time for them all.

Pontifical Requiem Mass for Queen
Elizabeth II

To mark the life and reign of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II, Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, Most
Rev. Anthony Fisher OP will celebrate a Solemn
Pontifical Requiem Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral
on Saturday 24th September 2022 at 10.00am.
Archbishop Fisher has asked priests to invite their
parishioners to attend this Mass. All members of the
community are welcome and strongly encouraged to
attend.
Morning Tea Sunday
This Sunday is our morning tea
Sunday after the 10:00am Mass at
the front of the Church (outside).

Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am

To help us reflect, the Safeguarding
Office has developed a new resource for
Children; the Celebrating Differences –
We are all special- Activity Book. These
Activity Books are available at the small
table near the front door of the Church.
These resource can also be accessed on
the Safeguarding website: https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguardingand-child-protection/
I encourage you all to take the time to reflect on how we
can all participate in the shared responsibility of caring for
and protecting our Children and Young People as well as
how we can all celebrate differences within our community
and life.

Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

catholic mission appeal next weekend
24th/25th September 2022
Many thanks for your support!

Please join and bring a
plate to share.
Child Protection Week

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(19 - 24 September 2022)
Mon
Wed
Fri

19/9
21/9
23/9

St Januarius, bishop, martyr
St Matthew, apostle, evangelist
St Pius of Pietrelcina, priest

Padre Pio became famous for exhibiting
stigmata for most of his life, thereby
generating much interest and controversy. He
was both beatified in 1999 and canonized in
2002 by Pope John Paul II.
In 1971, three years after his death, Pope Paul
VI said to the superiors of the Capuchin Order
about Pio:
Look what fame he had, what a worldwide following
gathered around him! But why? Perhaps because he was a
philosopher? Because he was wise? Because he had
resources at his disposal? Because he said Mass humbly,
heard confessions from dawn to dusk and was - it is not
easy to say it - one who bore the wounds of our Lord. He
was a man of prayer and suffering.
In 1982, the Holy See authorised an investigation to
determine whether Pio should be canonized. In 1990, Pio
was declared a Servant of God, the first step in the process
of canonization.
Beginning in 1990, the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints debated how Padre Pio had lived his life, and in 1997
Pope John Paul II declared him venerable. Cases were
studied such as a reported cure of an Italian woman
associated with Padre Pio’s intercession. In 1999, on the
advice of the Congregation, John Paul II declared Padre Pio
blessed.
After further consideration of Padre Pio’s virtues and
ability to do good even after his death, including another
healing attributed to his intercession, John Paul II declared
Padre Pio a saint on 16 June 2002. An estimated 300,000
people attended the canonization ceremony in Rome.

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due to
Russia’s invasion, your support is more important than ever
for the people of Ukraine.
Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/
ukraine/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

PARISH WEEKEND MASS ROSTER
24 - 25 September 2022
Readers:

18 September 2022

5:30pm

R Lazarus
P Allport

8:00am

P Tan
N Dudley

10:00am

R Rita
F Rahme

Choir Notice

The next rehearsal will be on Monday 19th September 2022 at 7:00pm
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide
support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Jesus’ listeners would have understood the context of the parable immediately.
Lending with interest was against the Law of Israel but a way was found to get
around this prohibition against lending with interest (usury). Instead of lending with
money, loans were calculated in kind, especially oil and wheat. What the steward
deducted from the bill was the interest that his master had been (illegally) charging
with a higher rate on oil than wheat. What was left was the principal, ie the original
amount that had been lent.
The steward did this to get himself out of trouble (he had been incompetent) and
he couldn’t imagine himself as either a beggar or a labourer when he was dismissed
from his role as steward. His master praised his shrewdness and insight into the
situation-what we would describe as ‘thinking outside the box’. The debtors would
be very happy with paying no interest on the original loan. The master wouldn’t be
accused of breaking the Law and couldn’t dismiss the servant without revealing his
shady business dealings. Everyone benefited. No wonder the master “praised the
dishonest steward for his astuteness!”
Jesus does not himself praise the steward’s actions but uses a situation that his
listeners would have understood to make a point about our relationship with God
and how we should go about working for “the kingdom of God”. He observes that
“the children of this world are more astute in dealing with their own kind than are
the children of light”. Simcha Myer arrived in Melbourne as a penniless Russian
Jewish refugee in 1899 with no visa and knowing hardly any English. He anglicised
his first name to Sidney, worked as a labourer for a while and then opened a small
clothing shop. Through sheer hard work, resourcefulness and astute business deals
he went on to found Myers, Australia’s biggest chain of department stores. He was
also very generous in his donations to charities.
He was in a sense ‘a child of this world’ in that he focused all his efforts on
becoming wealthy and successful. What would life be like, Jesus asks us, if we could
be just as resourceful, decisive and committed to the kingdom of God as those who
are in business to building up their wealth and influence? In particular, Jesus puts
to us our attitude to money and possessions. Do they own us or do we own them?
“Use money”, he says, “tainted as it is, to win you friends.” These “friends” are of
two kinds and both are key parts of the kingdom of God.
There are the “friends” we make when we are generous with the money and
possessions we have. We accept the money and possessions we have as a gift from
God, the result of our efforts to use the gifts of resourcefulness and intelligence and
all the opportunities that God gives us. At the same time, our money is “tainted” in
the sense that it can take over our lives and make us completely self-centred.
When we share what we have with those who are poor we do so not only out of a
sense of natural justice but above all because it is the way in which we grow in our
relationship with Christ, “Truly, I tell you, just as you did it for the least of my
brothers and sisters, you did it for me.”
Our “friends” are also all those who are baptised and all those waiting for us to
take up Jesus’ command to all his disciples to “Go out to all the nations. Baptise
them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” How prepared are we
to be like “the dishonest steward”, to ‘think outside the box’ and to dedicate our
resources and our skills to welcoming all into the kingdom of God?
Deacon Louis

Palms Australia: Embrace the Call to Global Mission

American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tanzania,
Thailand, Timor-Leste and Zambia are requesting Australian Catholics to live in and share their skills with
parish communities. Embrace one of these Mission opportunities abroad and mentor those with little other
opportunity. You you will be well prepared and supported by Palms Australia who have engaged Australian
Catholics in this mission since 1961.
Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 and Register for a Webinar on Saturday September 24th at
11:30am where you can talk directly with Veronica Lawson who is mentoring teachers in Pago Pago,
American Samoa now. Or visit others already egaged in Mission with Palms on our 13-day Encounter Tour
to Timor-Leste from October 16th to 28th.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Bernadette O’Shea
Mary Duggan
Elmano Belo
Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Sr Julianne Murphy
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Christina

Recently Deceased
Paul Alexander James
Marita Jimenez-Waugh

Death Anniversary
Antomio Pizzinga
Devito Antonia
Veronica Ciliberto
Margaret Stapleton
Lourdes Tee
Albert Lavilles
Nello Pillon

For the Souls

Leonardo Pereira
Joseph Ledru
Vincenso, Giovanni,
Carmela Stillittano
Domenica Pugliese
Gaetano Bernardi
Raimondo & Raffaela Dolce
and Marisa Rulli
Antonino Travia
Paulo Travia
Antonino Trovato
Carmela Amore

All Holy Souls in Purgatory

Special Intentions
O’Shea Family
Thomas Duggan
Leah Tillam

