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Zacchaeus was a brave man. He knew that everyone in Jericho despised him.
Not only was he a tax collector but “the senior tax collector” and, in a town as
wealthy as Jericho was in Jesus’ time, this meant that he was in a powerful and
very privileged position. Yet he was prepared to make a fool of himself in public by
climbing a sycamore tree just to get a glimpse of Jesus as he entered the town.
Imagine his surprise when Jesus not only saw him but called out to him by name.
He was even more surprised when Jesus told him that he was going to stay with
him that day. He responded immediately: “He hurried down and welcomed him
joyfully.” It was a brave thing to do because, by accepting Jesus’ offer to stay with
him, he proved what he had already demonstrated when he had climbed up the
sycamore tree: he couldn’t care less about what people thought of him.
What counted was that Jesus had spoken to him in a way that neither crushed
nor humiliated him. The tax collector in last week’s parable felt crushed by the
contempt that he knew that others, like the Pharisee, felt for him. Zacchaeus’
situation was different. “He was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was.” He
had obviously heard a lot about Jesus and his teaching and healing. Was Jesus in
person really the same as the one that he had heard about?
The Gospel of course doesn’t provide us with details but we can almost imagine
the look on Jesus’ face as he called out to Zacchaeus to come down. It wasn’t a
command but a friendly invitation, perhaps with a smile on Jesus’ face as he saw
someone as feared and as powerful as Zacchaeus in such an undignified position.
Despite what he would have heard about Zacchaeus from others, Jesus responded
positively to all the signs that he could see that Zacchaeus was experiencing a
change of heart.
Zacchaeus, for his part, welcomed Jesus “joyfully”. As the story goes on, he
shows that he already knows what he needs to do to be fully restored as “a son of
Abraham”. His offer to repay “four times the amount” to anyone he has cheated
and to give half his property to the poor was extremely generous and would have
left him quite poor himself. It was his own initiative and in response to Jesus, even
though Jesus hadn’t demanded it of him. As Fr James Martin comments in his book
Jesus:
A Pilgrimage, “Joy is a natural response to the presence of God…
Zacchaeus does not let the crowd rule him. He does not need their approval… He
sees, he chooses, he acts. For this Jesus says that he is saved.”
The story of Zacchaeus highlights in a very clear way a theme that has
dominated each of our Gospel readings over the past few weeks: conversion and
therefore forgiveness is more about God’s search for us than about our search for
God. Our reading this week from the Book of Wisdom puts in very beautifully when
it says “You spare all things because all things are yours, Lord, lover of life, you
whose imperishable spirit is in all.” We are tempted to write people off as beyond
any hope of conversion because we fail to notice, and therefore encourage, the
signs of change in their lives, signs that God is constantly present in the lives of
each one of us.
How can we respond positively to these signs of change in our life as well as in
the lives of those around us? Fr Martin tells us that:
Zacchaeus shows us choices. You can be like those in the crowd, keeping people
down, laughing at those who want to change their lives, praying that people are
punished, not forgiven. Or you can be like those who want to do the Christian
thing, who want to be compassionate, but are kept back for fear of looking foolish
or being rejected.
Or you could be like Zacchaeus, the little man who doesn’t care what people think,
who only wants to see ‘who Jesus was’ because he knows that that is the most
important thing in life - to know who Jesus is.
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Deacon Louis
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Bishop Richard Umbers DD VG (Bishop in Residence)
Fr. Andrew James (Parish Priest), (Deacon) Rev Louis Azzopardi
STAY AWAKE! Prepare for the Coming
of Christ
Advent Companion 2022
Parish Office
Maria - Mondays
Cecilia –Wed-Friday
9.30am - 2:30pm
Parish & Hall enquiries
9558 3257
Mass Times
Sat: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sun: 8am & 10am
Mon to Fri: 9:00am
Sat: 9:30am
Family Mass with
Children’s Liturgy
3rd Sunday of the
Month 10am Mass
Morning Tea Sunday
3rd Sunday of the Month
after 10:00am Mass

Filipino Mass
1st Sun 11:30am
Sacraments
Confession
Sat 8:30-9:20am, 4:45pm
or any time by
appointment
Baptism
Every 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month.
Marriage
At least 6 months notice
required
Anointing of the Sick
Any time on call
Devotions
Holy Hour & Rosary
Sunday - Friday
before morning mass
Rosary & Benediction
Sat 8:30-9:30am
Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday 7pm

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching. Let
us make the most of this precious time to gather in
our parishes and communities to prepare for the
coming of Jesus. This free Advent Companion
contains Gospel readings for the Sundays of Advent
and Christmas, and spiritual reflections by Bishop
Danny Meagher, Mrs Tania Rimac, Sr Mary Julian
Ekman RSM, Dr Michael Casey and Fr Benjamin
Saliba.
Designed for individual or group prayer, either inperson or online. The resource will be distributed
among the parishes in early November, and will also
be available for download on the Go Make
Disciples website at www.gomakedisciples.org.au.
Training Sessions - The Parish Renewal Team, will
be providing training for those keen to lead a group –
see www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events/ for
dates and registration.
For further information, contact Helen Wager
at helen.wagner@sydneycatholic.org
Parishes are encouraged to share the attached tile
(please see the parish bulletin board) to promote the
resource.

CWF November Parish Appeal
The next Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Parish
Appeal will be held on Saturday 5th and Sunday
6th of November 2022. Your gener osity will
benefit the good works of the Good Shepherd
Seminary, our chaplaincies, the Ephpheta Centre for
the deaf and hearing impaired, CatholicCare, the
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, and so much
more. Appeal envelopes will be provided for your
use, so please keep an eye out for them! You can
also make a donation and find out more at
www,ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-cwf
Ph 1800 753 959

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due
to Russia’s invasion, your support is more important
than ever for the people of Ukraine.
Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergencyappeals/ukraine/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.
Choir Notice
The next rehearsal will be on Monday 31st
October 2022 at 7:00pm

30 October 2022

Feast/Solemnity/Memorial/Saint
of the Week
(31 Oct - 5 Nov 2022)
Tue
Wed

1/11
2/11

Thu
Fri

3/11
4/11

ALL SAINTS
All Souls’ Day (The Commemoration
of All the Faithful Departed)
St Martin de Porres, religious
St Charles Borromeo, bishop

All Saints’ Day

November 1
———————
Dear Holy saints of God, we join
our prayers of praise to yours
this day.
With you, we sing of God’s goodness, rejoice in God’s
mercy and celebrate God’s incredible love.
Teach us to live as you lived - always recognizing our
weaknesses, always rejoicing in God’s gifts, always
closely following Jesus.
Blessed are you, happy are you, all you holy saints of
God.
Pray for us that we , too, may someday be among God’s
Holy Ones. Amen.

All Souls’ Day, November 2
Merciful God, graciously hear
our prayers. As we believe that
your Son rose from the dead, so
strengthen our faith in the
resurrection of all Your servants,
Amen.

Family Spirit is currently seeking support to find foster

carers.
Upcoming Foster Care Information sessions
Our November online information sessions will be held
on the following dates:
• Wednesday, 30 November
12:30pm - 1:30pm
Those interested can register by visiting familyspirit.org/
become-a-carer <https://catholiccare.us6.list-manage.com/
track/click?
u=ff9a02edb76bf288dd9791272&id=9808fc2387&e=bc82
b9f2f9> . One-on-one information sessions are also available at a time that suits you by contacting us on
13 18 19 to arrange.

5:30pm

R Lazarus
P Allport

8:00am

A Di Donato
N Dudley

10:00am

S Samrani
M Portell

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide
support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Sister Julianne Murphy
Sr Julianne was a Presentation Sister, originally from the Lismore Diocese, where she had
been a teacher and then school principal for a number of years. While she was living in our
parish, she was part of the parish council and then a reader at Mass. She was also involved
in a number of other Church ministries such as the Cana community for people who have
been homeless or have addiction and mental health problems and the Bakhita Centre for
refugee women. She returned to Lismore early this year as her health deteriorated and died
there last Friday after a long Illness. Her funeral will be in Lismore on Monday the 31st
October. We will remember her at our 9am Mass on the same day. May she rest in peace.
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With St Paul of the
Cross we pray …
For the sick

Elmano Belo
Patrick Crowley
Sidney Luximon
Allen Portell
Leonor Delgado
Patricia Stack
Raul Cabrera
Ruth Wilson
Raymond Hudson
Fr Jim Duggan
Pat Allport
Cardo, Zennie, Ian, Pat
Christina

Recently Deceased

Sr Julianne Murphy
Damian Batario
Roy Villaranda
Mary Duggan
Evelyn Schulhauser
George Vinzce
Maria Adelaide Oliveira

Death Anniversary
Alberta Lidyawati Kari
Alejandra Guevarra
Abraham David
Maria Rosa Travia
Marianna Tesoriero
Micheal Semrani

For the Souls

Fr Basil Francis Rosen
Leonardo Chiarella
Umberto Chiarella
Angela Chiarella

All forgotten Souls and Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Special Intention

Thomas Duggan
Henry & Tina and my family
Leah Tillam

